
 

 

17th January 2026: DSCs 

Private Property Disputes ≠ Human Rights Violation 

Why is it in News? 

A High Court has ruled that disputes relating to private property among family members 

cannot be categorised as human rights violations. 

The judgment clarifies that Human Rights Commissions (HRCs) do not possess jurisdiction 

over disputes that are purely private and civil in nature. 

The ruling reinforces the constitutional and statutory limits of quasi-judicial bodies in relation 

to civil courts. 

 

Relevance 

GS II – Polity & Governance 

 Mandate, authority, and limitations of Human Rights Commissions 

 Distinction between quasi-judicial institutions and civil courts 

 Doctrine of limited jurisdiction 

 Separation of powers and institutional accountability 

 Judicial supervision over statutory authorities 

GS II – Constitution 

 Article 12: State-centric enforceability of rights 

 Article 300A: Right to Property as a constitutional (not fundamental) right 

 Difference between enforcement of Fundamental Rights and private civil wrongs 

 

Core Judicial Finding 

Under the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993: 

 Human Rights Commissions are empowered to address violations involving State 

action, omission, or negligence. 

 Private property or inheritance disputes do not amount to “human rights violations” 

unless there is demonstrable State involvement. 

 HRCs cannot assume the role of civil courts in matters involving family disputes, 

succession, or ownership. 

 Such commissions should not be used as alternate forums to bypass established civil 

remedies. 

 

Constitutional and Legal Interpretation 

Nature of Human Rights 



 

 

Human rights are grounded in: 

 Part III of the Constitution (Fundamental Rights) 

 International covenants incorporated into domestic law 

These rights are generally enforceable vertically, i.e., against the State under Article 12. 

Private disputes between individuals fall within the domain of civil law rather than human 

rights jurisprudence. 

Statutory Interpretation 

The Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 defines human rights as relating to: 

 Life 

 Liberty 

 Equality 

 Dignity 

Violations are actionable when committed by public servants or State authorities. 

The High Court reaffirmed the need for jurisdictional restraint by statutory commissions. 

 

Governance and Institutional Perspective 

Identified Problem 

There has been a growing tendency to: 

 Use Human Rights Commissions as forums for private civil litigation 

 Overload commissions with non-maintainable complaints 

 Dilute their focus on serious human rights violations 

Institutional Risks 

 Forum shopping 

 Erosion of credibility of human rights institutions 

 Blurring of boundaries between courts and commissions 

 

Recent and Wider Relevance 

1. Judicial Pushback Against Overreach 

Courts have increasingly curtailed the tendency of quasi-judicial bodies—such as HRCs, 

consumer fora, and tribunals—to exceed statutory mandates. 

This aligns with: 

 Doctrine of limited jurisdiction 

 Rule of law and legal certainty 



 

 

2. Contemporary Property Rights Jurisprudence 

Following the 44th Constitutional Amendment: 

 Right to Property is protected under Article 300A 

 Courts emphasise that property disputes must follow due civil process 

 Rights commissions and writ jurisdiction should not be misused 

3. Human Rights Inflation Concern 

Expanding the concept of “human rights” to cover all private disputes risks: 

 Trivialising grave violations such as custodial deaths or illegal detention 

 Diluting the moral force of human rights law 

 

Comparative Perspective 

Globally, human rights law primarily addresses vertical violations involving the State. 

Horizontal application between private individuals is limited and requires explicit legislative 

backing. 

 

Implications 

Positive Outcomes 

 Clarifies appropriate legal forums for citizens 

 Preserves the autonomy of civil courts 

 Protects the core mandate of Human Rights Commissions 

 Reduces administrative misuse 

Concerns 

 Limited public awareness regarding proper grievance forums 

 Structural delays and pendency in civil courts remain unresolved 

 

Way Forward 

Legal and Institutional Measures 

 Clear Standard Operating Procedures for HRCs on complaint maintainability 

 Mandatory preliminary scrutiny for State involvement 

 Capacity-building and training of commission staff on jurisdictional limits 

Governance Measures 

 Public legal-awareness initiatives on forum selection 



 

 

 Strengthening civil justice delivery through: 

o Case-management reforms 

o Digitisation 

o Alternative Dispute Resolution mechanisms 

 

Prelims Pointers 

 Human Rights Commissions Act, 1993 focuses on State-related violations 

 Right to Property: Article 300A (constitutional, not fundamental) 

 Human Rights Commissions are not substitutes for civil courts 

 

NASA’s First Medical Evacuation from the ISS – Ailing Astronaut Returns Early 

Why is it in News? 

NASA, in collaboration with SpaceX, has carried out its first medical evacuation from the 

International Space Station. 

An astronaut returned to Earth more than a month earlier than scheduled due to a serious 

health condition. 

The return capsule completed a night-time splashdown in the Pacific Ocean near San Diego. 

The mission was conducted under strict medical confidentiality norms. 

 

Relevance 

GS III – Science & Technology 

 Human spaceflight 

 Space medicine and long-duration mission risks 

 Risk management in space operations 

 Commercial Crew Programme and PPPs in space 

 

Key Facts 

 First medical evacuation in NASA’s ISS history 

 Return vehicle: SpaceX Crew capsule 

 Astronaut’s condition not disclosed due to privacy norms 

 Recovery: 

o Astronaut removed from capsule within approximately one hour 

o Airlifted to a hospital near San Diego 



 

 

 Crew rotation adjusted; ISS operations continued uninterrupted 

 

Technological and Operational Analysis 

1. Risk Management in Human Spaceflight 

ISS missions are planned with redundancy and contingency options. 

This evacuation demonstrates: 

 Operational maturity of emergency return systems 

 Preparedness for off-nominal scenarios 

 Transition from experimental missions to reliable operations 

2. Role of SpaceX under PPP Model 

SpaceX enabled: 

 Rapid availability of return capsule 

 Flexible mission rescheduling 

This reflects: 

 Deepening public–private partnership in space 

 NASA’s shift from direct operator to mission manager 

3. ISS as a Living Laboratory 

Long-duration spaceflight exposes astronauts to: 

 Bone density loss 

 Muscle atrophy 

 Cardiovascular strain 

 Immune system changes 

The evacuation highlights: 

 Physiological limits of microgravity 

 Importance of advanced space medicine 

 

Governance and Institutional Aspects 

Inter-Agency Coordination 

The operation involved coordination among: 

 NASA Mission Control 

 SpaceX teams 

 U.S. Coast Guard 



 

 

 Civil aviation and medical services 

It exemplifies a whole-of-system crisis response. 

 

Ethical and Legal Dimensions 

Medical Privacy in Space 

NASA withheld health details citing ethical obligations. 

This underscores that astronauts retain privacy rights even in extraterrestrial environments. 

Duty of Care 

Agencies have a moral obligation to prioritise astronaut health over mission timelines, 

reinforcing a human-centric exploration ethos. 

 

Global and Strategic Significance 

1. Implications for Future Missions 

For Moon and Mars missions: 

 Evacuation timelines will be much longer 

 Immediate return will not be feasible 

This raises critical questions about handling medical emergencies beyond Low Earth Orbit. 

2. Comparison with Earlier Practice 

Earlier ISS evacuations depended primarily on Russian Soyuz spacecraft. 

Now, multiple systems (Crew Dragon, Soyuz) enhance resilience and autonomy. 

 

Relevance for India 

Gaganyaan Programme 

India’s human spaceflight mission must incorporate: 

 In-orbit medical diagnostics 

 Emergency abort and evacuation systems 

Lessons include: 

 Continuous crew health monitoring 

 Robust contingency planning 

 Ethical protocols 

 

Challenges Highlighted 

 Medical uncertainty in microgravity 



 

 

 Limited evacuation options beyond LEO 

 High costs of emergency missions 

 Dependence on private providers for crew transport 

 

Way Forward 

Technological 

 AI-enabled diagnostics in space 

 Telemedicine and autonomous medical interventions 

 Enhanced life-support and monitoring systems 

Institutional 

 International protocols for medical emergencies in space 

 Clearly defined SOPs for public–private coordination 

Ethical and Legal 

 Codification of medical privacy rights in space 

 Clear duty-of-care standards for astronauts 

Tiger Global Tax Case & Treaty Abuse 

Why is it in News? 

The Supreme Court of India has rejected the tax appeal filed by Tiger Global, ruling that the 

capital gains earned were taxable in India. 

The judgment signals heightened judicial scrutiny of treaty-based tax exemption claims, 

particularly those routed through Mauritius and Singapore. 

The ruling is expected to affect pending litigation and cross-border M&A structures that rely 

on DTAA benefits. 

 

Relevance 

GS III – Economy 

 International taxation frameworks 

 Capital gains taxation 

 FDI and FPI regulatory regimes 

 GAAR and treaty shopping 

 Balancing investment climate with tax equity 

GS II – Polity & Governance 

 Judicial role in economic governance 



 

 

 Authority for Advance Rulings (AAR) 

 Judicial review of quasi-judicial institutions 

 

Case Snapshot 

 Transaction involved the sale of Indian e-commerce shares (Flipkart) routed through 

Mauritius/Singapore entities. 

 Tiger Global claimed exemption from capital gains tax under Double Taxation 

Avoidance Agreements. 

 The tax department argued that the entities lacked commercial substance and were 

set up purely to avoid tax. 

 The Supreme Court upheld taxability and overturned reliance on favourable AAR 

findings. 

 

Legal Principles Reaffirmed 

 Substance over Form: Legal structuring cannot override economic reality. 

 Treaty Abuse Doctrine: DTAA benefits can be denied when arrangements are 

colourable or sham. 

 GAAR Alignment: Reinforces principles of commercial substance, principal 

purpose, and round-tripping prevention. 

 

Constitutional and Jurisprudential Dimensions 

 Separation of Powers: Judicial correction of quasi-judicial excesses by AAR. 

 Jurisprudential Continuity: Builds upon post-Vodafone jurisprudence while 

distinguishing genuine investments from conduit arrangements. 

 International Law Interface: Treaties cannot be used as shields for abusive tax 

planning; domestic anti-avoidance norms apply. 

 

Economic and Investment Implications 

Positive Signals 

 Enhances tax certainty by clarifying DTAA eligibility. 

 Strengthens domestic tax base. 

 Discourages aggressive tax arbitrage. 

 Signals regulatory credibility to long-term investors. 

Concerns 



 

 

 Short-term investor caution and exit repricing. 

 Higher compliance costs and restructuring requirements. 

 

Stakeholders Affected 

 Private equity funds and FPIs using treaty routes. 

 Cross-border mergers, acquisitions, and exit strategies. 

 Pending and future DTAA-based exemption claims. 

 

Global Context 

The ruling aligns with OECD–BEPS norms, particularly anti-treaty shopping measures and 

the Principal Purpose Test. 

It reflects a global shift from tax competition to tax cooperation. 

 

Way Forward 

 Issue CBDT guidance clarifying commercial substance thresholds. 

 Fast-track safe harbours for genuine PE and VC operations. 

 Strengthen AAR capacity, consistency, and timelines. 

 Continue updating treaties with PPT and LOB clauses. 

 Enhance ease of doing business through predictable advance rulings. 

 

Spy Satellites: Next Frontier for India’s Spacetech Startups 

Why is it in News? 

Indian space-technology startups are increasingly shifting focus from civilian earth 

observation to defence surveillance satellites. 

This transition is driven by post-2020 space-sector liberalisation, rising defence demand for 

ISR capabilities, and slower-than-expected civilian EO revenues. 

 

Relevance 

GS III – Science & Technology 

 Space technology and satellite systems 

 Small satellites and SAR 

 Dual-use technologies 

 Startup participation in high-tech sectors 



 

 

GS III – Internal Security 

 Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR) 

 Border and maritime security 

 Network-centric warfare 

 

Key Data and Context 

India’s Space Economy 

 Current size (2024): ~$8–9 billion 

 Projected size by 2033: ~$44 billion 

 Expected CAGR: ~23% 

Private Sector Contribution 

 Private space revenue (2024): ~$8.5 billion 

 Projected (2033): ~$44 billion 

 Defence satellites expected to be a major growth driver. 

Global Perspective 

 Global space economy: ~$550 billion 

 Defence and intelligence satellites account for ~30–35% of government space 

spending. 

 US, China, and Russia dominate military space assets. 

 

Why Defence Satellites Attract Startups? 

1. Assured Demand 

Defence ISR needs include: 

 LAC, LoC, and IOR surveillance 

 Maritime domain awareness 

Unlike civilian EO, defence contracts: 

 Are long-term 

 Offer predictable demand 

 Are less price-sensitive. 

2. Faster Revenue Realisation 

Civil EO markets suffer from: 

 Fragmented buyers 



 

 

 Low willingness to pay 

Defence EO offers: 

 High-value contracts 

 Government-backed payments 

This marks a shift from data sales to service-based contracts. 

3. Technological Readiness 

Indian startups already possess capabilities in: 

 Small satellites 

 High-resolution EO 

 SAR imaging 

Defence applications require: 

 High revisit frequency 

 Secure data links 

 All-weather, night-time imaging. 

 

Key Indian Startups 

 Pixxel — hyperspectral EO with defence interest 

 Skyroot Aerospace — Vikram launch vehicles 

 Agnikul Cosmos — small launch systems 

 Dhruva Space — satellite platforms 

 

Strategic and Security Dimensions 

Benefits for India 

 Reduced dependence on foreign satellite data 

 Enhanced real-time surveillance 

 Improved military situational awareness 

 Supports Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence. 

Force-Multiplier Effect 

Satellite ISR enables: 

 Precision targeting 

 Faster decision cycles 

 Network-centric military operations. 



 

 

 

Governance and Institutional Ecosystem 

Key Enablers 

 IN-SPACe: single-window clearance, PPP facilitation 

 ISRO: technology transfer and launch infrastructure 

 

Challenges and Risks 

1. Regulatory and Security Concerns 

 Handling sensitive defence data 

 Need for clear data-sharing protocols 

 Cybersecurity safeguards. 

2. Capital Intensity 

 High costs of manufacturing and launch 

 Defence payment cycles can strain startup liquidity. 

3. Militarisation of Space 

 Arms-race dynamics 

 Space debris risks 

 Ambiguity of dual-use technologies. 

 

Ethical and Legal Considerations 

 Compliance with Outer Space Treaty, 1967 

 Surveillance versus privacy concerns 

 Accountability of private defence-data operators. 

 

Way Forward 

 Clear defence-space procurement policies 

 Long-term contracts for startup viability 

 Promotion of SAR and AI-based analytics 

 Secure encrypted data pipelines 

 Strong coordination among ISRO, IN-SPACe, and Defence Space Agency. 

 

Why Deepfakes Will Get Harder to Spot 



 

 

Why is it in News? 

Rapid advances in generative AI have made deepfakes increasingly realistic, scalable, and 

deployable in real time. 

Synthetic content has shifted from visibly flawed outputs to near-indistinguishable human 

replicas. 

Deepfakes are now widely used for election manipulation, financial fraud, cybercrime, and 

information warfare. 

 

Relevance 

GS II – Polity & Governance 

 Electoral integrity 

 Media’s role in democracy 

 Free speech versus democratic order 

GS III – Internal Security 

 Cybercrime 

 Information warfare 

 AI-enabled psychological operations 

 

Key Data and Trends 

 ~500,000 deepfake videos online in 2023 

 Exponential growth trajectory 

 Cost of deepfake generation has fallen to near-zero 

 Voice cloning requires under 5 seconds of audio for high-fidelity replication. 

 

Why Detection is Becoming More Difficult? 

1. Model-Level Advancements 

Modern AI produces: 

 Stable facial structures 

 Natural blinking and expressions 

 Consistent eye movement 

Earlier detection cues based on artefacts are disappearing. 

2. Shift to Real-Time Synthesis 

Live manipulation of audio and video: 



 

 

 Bypasses forensic checks 

 Defeats post-event verification. 

3. AI System Convergence 

Integration of: 

 Language models 

 Vision systems 

 Voice synthesis 

Creates fully synthetic, coherent digital personas. 

 

Governance and Democratic Impact 

Elections 

Deepfakes can: 

 Fabricate speeches 

 Influence voters 

 Spread last-minute misinformation 

This undermines informed consent and electoral fairness. 

Institutional Trust 

 Declining trust in media and evidence 

 Rise of “liar’s dividend” where real evidence is dismissed as fake. 

 

Security Implications 

 CEO fraud via voice cloning 

 Diplomatic misinformation 

 Military deception and psychological warfare 

 Detection models lag behind generation models. 

 

Ethical Dimensions 

 Platform-driven amplification without accountability 

 Loss of epistemic agency among users 

 Threats to truth, consent, dignity, and democratic responsibility. 

 

Indian Context 



 

 

 High social-media penetration 

 Low media literacy 

 Linguistic diversity complicates moderation 

 Limited forensic capacity at local policing levels 

 Regulatory lag between IT Act and AI realities. 

 

Why Visual Detection Will Fail 

Deepfakes now operate at the limits of human perception. 

Verification must shift from content-based analysis to provenance-based trust systems. 

 

Way Forward 

Technological 

 Digital watermarking and cryptographic signatures 

 Default labelling of AI-generated content 

 Real-time detection APIs. 

Regulatory 

 Mandatory disclosure norms 

 Platform liability frameworks 

 Emergency election-period powers. 

Institutional 

 National Deepfake Response Framework 

 Capacity-building for police and courts 

 Coordination among MeitY, EC, and CERT-In. 

Societal 

 Media literacy as a civic skill 

 Public awareness campaigns on verification. 

 

2025: Third Warmest Year on Record & Breach of 1.5°C Threshold (Copernicus Data) 

Why is it in News? 

Copernicus Climate Change Service confirms 2025 as the third warmest year globally. 

The period 2023–2025 marks the first three-year average above 1.5°C from pre-industrial 

levels, indicating likely long-term breach of the Paris target. 

 



 

 

Relevance 

GS III – Environment 

 Climate change and global warming 

 Cryosphere dynamics 

 Ocean warming 

 Extreme events and wildfires 

GS II – International Relations 

 Paris Agreement 

 Climate governance 

 Climate finance and equity 

 

Key Climate Indicators 

 2025 anomaly: +1.47°C 

 2023: +1.48°C 

 2024: +1.60°C (record year) 

 Last 11 years are the warmest on record. 

 

Systemic Impacts 

 Polar amplification in Arctic and Antarctic 

 Record-low sea ice extent 

 Ocean SSTs near historic highs 

 Heat stress affecting ~50% of global land 

 Europe saw highest wildfire emissions in 2025. 

 

Drivers of Warming 

Long-Term 

 Rising greenhouse gas concentrations 

 Weakening natural carbon sinks. 

Short-Term Amplifiers 

 Elevated sea-surface temperatures 

 ENSO variability 

 Changes in aerosols and cloud cover. 



 

 

 

India-Specific Insight 

India remained cooler than the global average, possibly due to aerosol masking. 

Improving air quality may unmask latent warming, requiring integrated climate and clean-air 

policies. 

 

Governance and Global Politics 

The climate regime is shifting from mitigation optimism to overshoot realism. 

Key challenges include inadequate emissions cuts, weak climate finance, and geopolitical 

fragmentation. 

 

Way Forward 

 Accelerate deep emissions reductions before 2030 

 Expand loss-and-damage finance 

 Integrate overshoot management into IPCC pathways 

 Strengthen heat action plans and climate-resilient infrastructure 

 Improve monitoring of cryosphere, oceans, and carbon sinks 

17th January 2026: Daily MCQs 

Q1. With reference to Human Rights Commissions (HRCs) in India, consider the 

following statements: 

1. HRCs can adjudicate private property disputes if the dispute involves violation of 

dignity. 

2. The Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 restricts HRC jurisdiction mainly to 

violations involving State action or negligence. 

3. Right to Property is enforceable as a Fundamental Right through Human Rights 

Commissions. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: B 

 

Q2. NASA’s first medical evacuation from the International Space Station (ISS) is 

significant primarily because it: 

A. Marked the first use of Russian Soyuz for emergency evacuation 

B. Demonstrated readiness for medical contingencies in long-duration human spaceflight 



 

 

C. Was conducted without any private-sector involvement 

D. Resulted in suspension of ISS operations 

Answer: B 

 

Q3. In the context of the Tiger Global tax case, which of the following principles were 

reaffirmed by the Supreme Court of India? 

1. Substance over form 

2. Treaty abuse doctrine 

3. Automatic binding nature of Authority for Advance Rulings 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: A 

 

Q4. Why are defence-oriented “spy satellites” becoming attractive to Indian spacetech 

startups? 

1. Defence contracts offer predictable, long-term demand. 

2. Defence earth-observation data is less sensitive than civilian data. 

3. ISR requirements need high revisit frequency and all-weather capability. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 3 only 

C. 2 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: B 

 

Q5. Deepfakes are becoming harder to detect mainly because: 

A. Detection algorithms have reached saturation 

B. AI-generated content now exceeds human perceptual limits 

C. Social media platforms ban forensic verification 

D. Deepfakes rely only on static images 

Answer: B 

 

Q6. With reference to the 1.5°C global warming threshold under the Paris Agreement, 

consider the following statements: 



 

 

1. Temporary breach of 1.5°C automatically implies legal violation of the Paris 

Agreement. 

2. Polar amplification causes Arctic regions to warm faster than the global average. 

3. Ocean heat content acts as a long-term amplifier of climate extremes. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 2 only 

Answer: B 

 

UPSC CSE MAINS QUESTIONS 

GS-II (Polity, Governance, Constitution) 

1. “Human rights law primarily addresses vertical violations involving the State.” 

Examine this statement in the context of recent judicial rulings limiting the jurisdiction 

of Human Rights Commissions over private property disputes. 

2. Discuss the constitutional and governance implications of expanding quasi-judicial 

bodies beyond their statutory mandates. 

3. Evaluate the challenges posed by deepfakes to electoral integrity and democratic 

governance in India. What institutional and regulatory responses are required? 

 


