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Trump’s 25% Tariff: India Faces New Trade Barrier Starting August 1
Announcement from U.S. President Trump (Wednesday):

Effective from August 1, all Indian goods entering the U.S. will face a 25% import duty. In
addition, a separate punitive measure is expected, though the specifics remain undisclosed.

GS Paper 2 Relevance: International Relations
Stated Reasons for Tariff Imposition:
o Persistent high Indian tariffs and complex trade restrictions.
e India’s consistent procurement of Russian defense and energy resources.

o Ongoing criticism over India’s trade engagement with Russia during the Ukraine
conflict.

India’s Stand (Ministry of Commerce):
e Currently assessing the full impact of Washington’s declaration.
o Will initiate all possible actions to uphold national interests.
State of Trade Talks:

o A full-scale India-U.S. trade deal is anticipated by late 2025, but discussions are
ongoing.

e A smaller interim “mini-deal” meant to address mutual tariff concerns appears to have
fallen through.

Contextual Background:
e Trump had earlier threatened a 26% duty on Indian imports.

o While this latest move imposes a slightly reduced rate (25%), the looming penalty
component introduces uncertainty.

e On Truth Social, Trump acknowledged India as a “friendly nation” but criticized its
high tariff regime and what he described as "onerous and offensive" trade
restrictions.

India Launches NISAR Earth Observation Satellite
Launch Details:
e Date: July 30, 2025
e Location: Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh
e Launch Vehicle: GSLV-F16
GS Paper 3 Relevance: Science & Technology — Space
About NISAR:
e Name: NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar
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e Purpose: Earth observation

e Weight: 2,392 kg

e Orbit: Sun-synchronous

e Expected Mission Life: 5 years

e Significance: First time a GSLV placed a satellite into a sun-synchronous orbit
International Collaboration:

e NASA (USA): Contributed the L-band SAR, radar boom, reflector, and key payload
components.

¢ ISRO (India): Developed the S-band radar, satellite bus (13K), solar arrays, and
conducted the launch.

Technical Highlights:
o Radar System: Dual-frequency SAR (L-band by NASA, S-band by ISRO)
o Key Feature: A 12-metre deployable mesh reflector developed by NASA
e Coverage: Scans entire Earth every 12 days, irrespective of weather or light
e Resolution & Width: High-resolution imaging over a 242 km swath
e Technology: Uses SweepSAR for minute surface deformation tracking
Applications:
e Land deformation and ice sheet movement monitoring
¢ Soil moisture, wetland, and agricultural mapping
o Natural disaster response: floods, earthquakes, landslides
e Tracking ships, shorelines, storms, and sea ice
Mission Phases:
1. Launch: Completed using GSLV-F16
2. Deployment: Begins 10 days post-launch, including antenna unfolding
3. Commissioning: System calibration and tests

4. Science Operations: Full-scale data collection and analysis

Boosting India’s Legal Aid Capacity: Bridging the Justice Gap
Background:

Despite the mandate of the Legal Services Authorities Act (1987) to provide free legal
support to nearly 80% of India’s population, actual outreach remains limited—ijust 15.5 lakh
people received aid between April 2023 and March 2024 (a 28% year-on-year rise).

GS Paper 2 Relevance: Judiciary Reforms
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Current Infrastructure:

o Legal front offices function within court complexes, correctional institutions, and
juvenile boards.

e Village-level clinics operate with poor density—one clinic per 163 villages (India
Justice Report 2025).

Funding Landscape:

e Legal aid receives <1% of the total justice sector budget (which includes judiciary,
police, and prisons).

e From 2017-18 to 2022-23:

o States increased funding from ¥394 crore to X866 crore.

o NALSA'’s allocation dropped from %207 crore to 169 crore.
o NALSA'’s fund utilization also decreased from 75% to 59%.

e New 2023 guidelines curtail use of funds for staff, victim support, or infrastructure
without prior approval.

Per Capita Legal Spending (2022-23):
o National average: %6
e Top spender: Haryana (%16)
e Lowest: West Bengal (%2), Bihar (%3), Uttar Pradesh (%4)
Workforce Shortages:
e Para-Legal Volunteers (PLVs):
o Create legal awareness and resolve minor disputes.
o Numbers fell 38% from 2019-2024.
o Only 3.1 PLVs per lakh population; worse in UP and WB (1 per lakh).

o Compensation remains low; most states pay ¥500/day, with Kerala being the
highest at ¥750/day.

Legal Aid Defence Counsel Scheme (LADC):

e Launched in 2022 to provide dedicated criminal defense, modeled after public
defender systems.

e Presentin 610 of 670 districts.
e Received 3200 crore in 2023-24 (fully spent); dropped to ¥147.9 crore in 2024-25.
e Though promising, it's too early to assess long-term impact.
Challenges:
e Chronic underfunding and inefficient fund utilization.

e Staffing gaps, especially in rural and semi-urban belts.
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o Trust deficit, inconsistent delivery, and lack of performance accountability continue.

o Without substantial investments, constitutional justice guarantees remain elusive.

Restoring Mangroves: A Coastal Security Imperative
What Are Mangroves?

Mangroves are salt-tolerant forests that thrive in tropical and subtropical tidal zones. Their
unique root structures (e.g., pneumatophores) allow survival in low-oxygen, saline
environments.

GS Paper 3 Relevance: Environment & Ecology
Significance:
e Natural Disaster Shield:
o Mitigate cyclone, tsunami, and storm surge impacts.
o 2004 tsunami evidence shows lower casualties in mangrove-covered areas.
o Biodiversity:
o' Ecosystems for birds, fish, crustaceans, and insects.
o Integral to aquatic food chains and rural economies.
e Carbon Sinks:
o Store significant amounts of “blue carbon.”
o More efficient than terrestrial forests for climate mitigation.
e Livelihoods & Culture:

o Provide resources for fishing, honey collection (e.g., Sundarbans), and
ecotourism.

o Embedded in indigenous practices and coastal traditions.
Threats to Mangroves:

o Urbanization: Coastal development and port expansion (notable in Mumbai and
Chennai).

e Aquaculture: Shrimp farming alters ecosystems and soil.
e Pollution: Plastics, sewage, and chemicals hinder regrowth.
e Climate Change:
o Rising seas lead to long-term submergence.
o Irregular rainfall patterns and shifting salinity disrupt mangrove ecosystems.

IUCN warns: Over 50% of mangroves worldwide may vanish by 2050 without immediate
action.
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India’s Mangrove Ecosystem:
o Total Area: Approx. 4,900 sqg. km (ISFR 2021)

e Leading States: West Bengal (Sundarbans), Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha,
Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra

e Largest Share: Gujarat with 23.6% of India’s mangrove cover
Successful State Initiatives:
e Tamil Nadu:
o Addressed damage from shrimp farming and pollution.
o Green Tamil Nadu Mission-doubled - mangrove cover (2021-2024).
o Muthupettai Estuary (2017): Local committees restored 115 ha.
o 2024 Chennai drive: 12,500 seedlings, invasive species removal.
e Maharashtra:
o Thane Creek Project (2025): Amazon-BMC-Hasten collaboration.
o %10.3 crore invested; 3.75 lakh mangroves planted.
o Waste management and women’s livelihoods included.
o Guijarat:
o Central MISHTI scheme enabled 19,000+ ha restoration (2023-2025).
o Focus on Kutch and Saurashtra for ecotourism and resilience building.
Policy & Partnerships:
o« MISHTI: National-level initiative to integrate livelihoods with restoration.
e Corporate Support: Amazon'’s climate fund backing community-linked reforestation.

¢ Research Institutions: MSSRF and ATREE aid in ecological planning and
community engagement.

Strategic Takeaways:
e Treat mangroves as natural coastal infrastructure.
e« Embed mangrove protection in State Action Plans on Climate Change (SAPCCs).
e Promote community stewardship through women’s groups and Panchayats.

o Global leadership opportunity: India’s mangrove restoration success bolsters its
role in UNFCCC, CBD, and blue economy forums.

8.8 Magnitude Earthquake Strikes Kamchatka Peninsula

Event Summary:

Unit- 6B & C, Unique Avenue, 6th Floor, Super Market, GS Road, Guwahati-781006
Ph. no: +91 60016 57575



i KSHASHILA

S D L OF CIVIL SERVICES

A powerful earthquake measuring 8.8 struck Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula on July 30,
2025. The quake’s epicenter lay 500 km east of Moscow and triggered tsunami warnings
across Pacific nations.

GS Paper 1 Relevance: Geography — Physical Geography
Tsunami Impact:
e Tsunami waves (up to 3 meters) were reported in:
o Alaska Peninsula
o Petropaviovsk-Kamchatsky, Russia
o Hokkaido, Japan
+ Minor flooding noted; no-confirmed casualties or widespread damage yet.
Geotectonic Context:
e The quake occurred in the “Ring of Fire,” the world’s most seismically volatile zone.
e This belt surrounds the Pacific and contributes to 80% of major earthquakes globally.

e Caused by subduction zones, where oceanic plates dive beneath continental or
other oceanic plates.

Historical Comparison:

e The 2025 Kamchatka quake ties with Chile (2010) and Sumatra (2005) for second-
strongest since 2005 (after Japan’s 2011 quake at 9.1).

o Kamchatka region has recorded over 130 major quakes (>7.5 magnitude) since
1900.

Subduction Earthquakes: Key Traits:

e Result from intense plate collisions.

o Long-lasting, deep-focus quakes that often generate tsunamis.

o Capable of widespread impact despite remote epicenters.
Implications:

o Kamchatka’s sparse population (~3.6 lakh) helped minimize fatalities.

e Had such a quake occurred in a densely populated area (like Nepal 2015), the
human toll could be catastrophic.

Lessons & Recommendations:

o Need for robust early warning systems and disaster preparedness even in low-
density zones.

e India, though outside the Ring of Fire, can adopt best practices from Japan’s early
warning and community-based risk mitigation strategies.

Conclusion:
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This seismic event serves as a stark reminder of nature’s unpredictability and the necessity
of international cooperation in managing tectonic risk. As one of the century’s top three
strongest earthquakes, it reinforces the urgency of preparedness and resilient infrastructure
globally.

01t August 2025: Daily MCQs
1. Question

Why is the recent 8.8 magnitude earthquake in Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula considered
important?

1. It struck one of Russia’s most densely-populated areas.
2. Kamchatka is part of the Circum-Pacific Seismic Belt.

3. The region has recorded more than 100 quakes exceeding 7.5 magnitude since
1900.

4. It was the most powerful quake in Russia in over 100 years.

Choose the correct option:
A.1l,2and4 B.2and3only C.1,2,3and4 D.2,3and4

Correct Answer: B. 2 and 3 only
Explanation:

e Statement 1 Incorrect — Kamchatka is a remote, sparsely inhabited part of Russia,
not densely populated.

e Statement 2 Correct — The Kamchatka Peninsula falls within the Ring of Fire, a
highly seismic zone known as the Circum-Pacific Belt.

o Statement 3 Correct — Since 1900, Kamchatka has experienced over 100
earthquakes above magnitude 7.5, indicating extreme seismic activity.

e Statement 4 Incorrect — Though significant, this was not the strongest in a century;
the 1952 quake in the same region was comparably powerful.

2. Question

Regarding the recent U.S. announcement on trade with India, consider the following:
1. A 25% tariff along with an unspecified penalty has been imposed on Indian goods.
2. The stated reasons include India’s trade restrictions and its purchases from Russia.
3. Afull Bilateral Trade Agreement has already been signed between India and the U.S.

Which statement(s) is/are accurate?
A.land2only B.2and3only C.land3only D.1,2 and3

Correct Answer: A. 1 and 2 only

Explanation:
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o Statement 1 Correct — A 25% import tariff has been levied by the U.S. President on
Indian goods, framed as a penalty.

e Statement 2 Correct — The decision cites India’s non-tariff barriers and continued
trade with Russia, particularly in defense and energy.

o Statement 3 Incorrect — No full bilateral trade deal has been finalized; negotiations
are still underway.

3. Question

Match the following components of the NISAR satellite project with the agency responsible:

Component Agency
1. L-band SAR ISRO
2. S-band SAR NASA
3. Satellite Bus ISRO

4. Radar Antenna Boom NASA

Which of the pairs are correctly matched?
A.land2only B.2and3only C.3and4only D.3and4only

Correct Answer: C. 3 and 4 only

Explanation:
e Pair 1 Incorrect — The L-band SAR was developed by NASA, not ISRO.
e Pair 2 Incorrect — ISRO built the S-band SAR, not NASA.
o Pair 3 Correct — ISRO developed the satellite’s structural bus.

e Pair 4 Correct — The radar antenna boom was supplied by NASA.

4., Question

What is the main objective of the Legal Aid Defence Counsel Scheme (LADC), launched in
2022?

A. To provide criminal defence services exclusively to the accused
B. To completely replace the existing panel of NALSA lawyers

C. To train retired judges to offer legal guidance

D. To introduce commercial court mediation services

Correct Answer: A. To provide criminal defence services exclusively to the accused

Explanation:

e The LADC Scheme was introduced by NALSA to ensure free and dedicated legal
defence for undertrial and accused individuals.
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e |t sets up specific criminal defence teams and is separate from the earlier
empanelment model.

e The scheme doesn’t aim to replace NALSA’s panel (B), train judges (C), or facilitate
mediation (D).

5. Question

In the context of mangrove ecosystem restoration, what primary function do
pneumatophores serve?

A. Protection from herbivores

B. Help with breathing in waterlogged environments
C. Salt storage mechanism

D. Absorption of toxic metals

Correct Answer: B. Help with breathing in waterlogged environments
Explanation:

e Pneumatophores are upward-growing roots found in species like Avicennia, enabling
gas exchange in oxygen-deprived, swampy sails.

e They’re not primarily for defense (A), salt regulation (C), or heavy metal absorption

(D).
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