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The voting process hass unde cppone
Tecronic changes since the Nrst general
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There have been o sories of ssaes radsed
In the past with respect 1o the voring and
counting pr pes, Flrst, there were
demands through o Public Interest
Litigation (PIL)Y for reverting to paper
Dallor papers which was dismissed by the
Suprense Court b April 2024 Second, ol
same PIL demanded 1009 matching of
VVEPAT with M count, which at present
redesd out for five per
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bLurnt memaory of microcontrollers of 5%
of EVMS, which includes thar of control
ity bhallor units, VVEPATS, i every

t can be checked and
o by o tear F orpgginecrs of the
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[' 1

fe margin, ¥
» political party spe)

litare during
= close 1o

1,000,000 crore by vark
pParvies, Such intlac
!

5 arruprion resuloing in
y Third, as per the ceport of
»clation of Democratic Reforms,
the ssue of orindinalisadion of politics has
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Second, o address the apprehension
ol h Clusion of fake voters and duplicare
Er rdds, the process of linking cltlizens’
r\.ullmul ouumbers with EPEC cards may e
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around right (o privacy. Meanwhile, the
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revokes the “Star Campadgner” status of a
leader, In case of any serfious viol ation of
the Model Code of Conduct (MO
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antecedents, at leass thiree
times before election, In a widely
circulated newspaper [ the localicy and
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Apart from the above (ssues in
the election L there are
SIRNIICANT issues related 10 the
campaign process that have to
bu addrussed. First, Star
Campalgners” of most partios
have been gullty of using
Inappropriste and abusive
WOrdS against leaders of G
itical parties, appealing 10
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Instil statistically significant
confidence in the counting
Process







Key Achievements of Election Commission

Key Functions of Election Commission .
of India

of India
| Growth from 1951 to 2024 | - .
/ ; Election Management
Eligible Voters = Voting Turnout ‘ [ | Supervises, directs, controls, and conducts
_ e free and fair elections
n Cr 97 CF /////f__—— N \) % ¢ eapy 10!
[ [4487% V65.79% Electoral Rolls
- é Prepares electoral rolls for Lok Sabha & State
1951 2024 1951 2024 Assemblies
Pollihg Stations llﬂ Gender Ratio e Party Recognition
(Female electors per 1000 Grants recognition to political parties at
males) National and State levels
198 | 1052Lakn 926 | | 946 e
' Model Code of Conduct
1951 2024 2019 2024 Determines and announces rules for fair and

impartial elections

Key-Initiatives of ECI

Electronic Voting Machine (EVM): Microcontroller-based portable device introduced in 1977; piloted in 1982
to modernize elections.

Systematic Voters’ Education and Electoral Participation (SVEEP): Launched in 2009 to promote voter
education, awareness, and literacy.

cVIGIL App (2018): Introduced in 2018 to let citizens report Model Code of Conduct (MCC) violations.
Introduction of Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT): Introduced in 2013 for a verifiable paper trail,
enhancing transparency.

National Electoral Roll Purification and Authentication Programme (NERPAP): Launched in 2015 to create
error-free and authenticated electoral rolls.

International Co-Operation: ECl is a founding member of the Association of World Election Bodies (A-WEB),
Stockholm and Commonwealth Electoral Network (CEN).



Challenges with NITI Aayog's Policy
NITI Aayog Initiatives, Reports, and Indexes Influence and Implementation

NITIAAYOG INITIATIVES E=0 Budgetary Constraints
; ; ; |'§% Without budgetary allocation powers, it struggles to impact resource
; wm\ H ==Y/ dllocation.
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Key Initiatives =2 | RecentReports
.| ® SAFE

® Atal Innovation Mission
® National Data and Analytics

Accommodation
® Enhancing Domestic Coking

Inter-State Disparity
Fails to address developmental inequalities among states effectively.
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e Wﬁplrd IOEnC: istrict rohgrcmme : ¢ Pathwoys for Edible overlapping Roles
® Women Entre n : i ¢ P T . ¥k v .
Platforin IR : Ol ot % Overlapping responsibilities with other ministries create confusion in
® SATH-E Report policymaking.
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® SDG India Index ® State Health Index
e Composite Water Management Index ® India Innovation Index

Indexes

| - Lacks Statutory Status

=) | NITI Aayog's lack of legal status limits its policy enforcement power.

@Q Non-Binding Recommendations
o Its advisory role results in weak influence over state-level policies
implementation.



What is Elon Musk’s Starlink all about?

What is Starlink. and how does it work? Why does it face regulatory hurdles in India? Why hasn't India auctioned satellite spectrum? What impact could US. orade

pressure have on Starlink’s approval? What government approvals does Starlink need?

EXPLAINER

Aroon Deep

The story so far:

harti Airtel and Reliance Jio
have signed distribution pacts
with SpaceX Corp.'s Starlink
service to bring satellite
internet access to India. The distribution
pacts are a reversal from the telecom
industry’s reluctance to quickly make the
Starlink service available in India without
auctions for the satellite airwaves

What is Starlink?
Starlink is a low-earth orbit constellation
of over 7,000 satellites that provide
internet access to users with ground
terminals, which the Elon Musk-owned
SpaceX is already selling in around 40
countries. The satellites constantly orbit
the earth, blanketing practically its entire
habitable surface with coverage, as long
as a given terminal on the ground has
visibility to the sky.

The service offers speeds of around
100 megabits per second, comparable
with many home broadband connections.
However, the “latency,” or the time it
takes for a given data packet to travel
between a user and terrestrial internet
networks, is higher than wired broadband
connections in offices and homes.

Satellites work in conjunction with
ground stations on earth, which are
physically connected to the internet like
any other network and beam up
connections wirelessly to satellites above
them at any given point,

In India, Starlink may not be that
useful in cities and towns with good 5G
connectivity or wired broadband
coverage, as local speeds and reliability
will far exceed what a satellite link
currently offers, even with technological
advancements. However, in rural and
remote areas where “terrestrial”
networks have not penetrated deeply,
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Entry delayed: In India, Starlink has faced several regulatory hurdles. REUTERS

Starlink can offer decent connectivity
almost instantly.

How much does Starlmk cost?

Without any introductory pricing on
the hardware, the equipment may cost
anywhere between %17,000 and 340,000,
not including shipping costs from the
U.S., where it is developed and
manufactured.

Besides this, unlimited residential and
roaming plans range from $120-$165 in the
U.S. It is not a given that this price will be
any lower in India, as the cost to provide
Starlink service is, by nature of the
technology, the same everywhere on
earth. Notably, in Bhutan, where Starlink
launched this year, it is priced at 4,200 to
8,400 ngultrum, which may be an

indication of the Indian price as well. The
Bhutanese currency is pegged to the
rupee at parity.

A higher-priced plan for users on the
move, called “mobile priority” is available
at 21,000 ngultrum (or therefore rupees)
per month and offers priority access in
case of network congestion.

When will Starlink be available in
India?
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anywhere in the country in particular.
SpaceX needs to obtain & Global Mobile

Telecommunications Act, 2023. While this
authorisation existed in a different form
under the Telegraph Act, 1885, the
updated rules under the new Act have yet
to be published, and it is unclear if the
government will issue such an
authorisation under the previous law’s
subordinate legislation, even though it
remains technically in force.

As a part of this authorisation, SpaceX
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had to convince the Indian government to
accept its contentions on revealing
corporate ownership data, something it
resisted on investor privacy grounds
abroad. While reports suggest that this
particular hurdle has been passed, the
company still needs to obtain a security
clearance from the Ministry of Home
Affairs. It remains unclear if such a
clearance has been obtained.

It is also uncertain whether the
company’s ground stations in India —
where the Telecom Act requires tapping
equipment installed onsite to give law
enforcement authorities access to the
network, a requirement that exists for
other internet networks as well — are
currently operational.

Finally, Starlink also needs to be
allotted wireless spectrum through which
it can offer its services. The government
has indicated that like other countries, it
will not auction this spectrum, as these
are narrow beams that can be shared with
other providers, unlike the signals
emitted by telecom towers on the ground.
Telcos have — before tying up with
Starlink this year — demanded that this
spectrum be auctioned, something that
would be a global first. Reliance Jio has
commissioned legal opinions that state
that auction is the only way to allot
satellite spectrum, due to the Supreme
Court’s 2012 judgment in the 2G scam
case, where the top court held that all
scarce natural resources must be
allocated by auction.

It is unclear if these hurdles will be
cleared on time. However, Mr. Musk’s
ascendancy in the U.S. government, along
with trade pressure from President
Donald Trump’s administration, has
boosted speculation that the government
may facilitate Starlink’s entry in short
order.

Aside from Airtel and Jio’s commercial
distribution agreements, there have not
been any official announcements on
forward movement from a regulatory
point of view.

THE GIST

-

Starlink needs GMPCS
authorisation, security
clearance, and spectrum
allocation, but government
scrutiny and legal challenges
have delayed its approval in
India.
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It is more useful in rural areas
than in cities with strong 5G
and broadband.
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Airtel and Jio have signed
distribution agreements with
Starlink, despite earlier
demands for a spectrum
auction. Government decisions
on spectrum allocation and
U.S. trade pressure may
influence Starlink’s entry.




