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achievement at the Paris Olympics. Two-time world 

champion and Paris Olympics bronze medallist Anderson 

Peters of Grenada won the event. 

 
Shikhar Dhawan Announces Retirement From 

International Cricket  

Indian batsman Shikhar Dhawan has declared his 

retirement from both domestic and international cricket. 

The 38-year-old resorted to social media to post a 

poignant video statement, thanking fans for their 

steadfast support throughout his career. One of his 

career highlights was his brilliant 185 on Test debut 

against Australia in Mohali, where he scored his century 

in just 85 balls thanks to a flurry of boundaries. Dhawan 

is also a notable IPL player, having appeared in 222 

matches and scoring 6,769 runs, including two centuries 

and 51 half-centuries. 

 
Lando Norris Wins Dutch Grand Prix 2024  

Lando Norris won the Dutch Grand Prix with a 

magnificent display of ability and persistence, beating 

championship leader Max Verstappen in an exciting race. 

The McLaren driver's performance was nothing short of 

spectacular, finishing more than 20 seconds ahead of his 

closest challenger. Max Verstappen battled hard on his 

home track but had to concede for second place. The Red 

Bull driver, known for his dominant performances this 

season, found himself unable to match Norris’s pace 

throughout the race. 

 
India Shines At Asian Surfing Championships 2024: A 

Milestone For Indian Surfing  

India won a silver medal in the Maruhaba Cup, a team 

event held at the Asian Surfing Championships 2024 in 

Thulusdhoo, Maldives. In the final, Japan won the gold 

medal by a significant margin, scoring 58.40 against 

India's 24.13. Chinese Taipei (23.93) and China (22.10) 

finished third and fourth, respectively. Earlier, the Indian 

team of Kamali P, Ajeesh Ali, Srikanth D, and Sanjay 

Selvamani finished first in the Heat 2 semi-finals with a 

total score of 32.16. India won the medal a day after 

securing their first-ever quota in surfing for the Asian 

Games. 

 
Shuttler Tanvi Patri crowned Asian U-15 champion  

Tanvi Patri of India won the under-15 girls' singles gold at 

the Badminton Asia U-17 & U-15 junior championships in 

Chengdu, China, defeating Vietnamese Thi Thu Huyen 

Nguyen in straight games in the final. The 13-year-old 

Patri, ranked No. 1, finished the match in just 34 minutes, 

defeating her second-seeded opponent 22-20 21-11. 

With the feat, Patri joins the likes of Samiya Imad 
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Farooqui and Tasnim Mir who had won the U-15 girls 

singles crown in 2017 and 2019 respectively. 

 

Bangladesh Triumphs In SAFF U-20 Championship 2024  

Bangladesh has won the South Asian Football 

Federation's (SAFF) U-20 Championship football 

tournament. Bangladesh won the title after defeating 

hosts Nepal 4-1 in the final at the All Nepal Football 

Association (ANFA) stadium in Satdobato, Lalitpur. This is 

the first time Bangladesh has won the Championship. 

Along with Nepal and Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, India, the 

Maldives, and Bhutan took part in the competition, 

which began on August 18, 2024. India had won SAFFU-

20 in 2019, 2022 and 2023. 

17: State
 

 
Santosh Kumar Gangwar sworn in as Jharkhand 

Governor  

Santosh Kumar Gangwar, a former union minister, took 

the oath of office as Jharkhand's 12th governor. 

Following C.P. Radhakrishnan's appointment as 

Governor of Maharashtra, Mr. Gangwar, 76, assumed 

the role. Mr. Gangwar was sworn in by Jharkhand High 

Court Acting Chief Justice Sujit Narayan Prasad. At the 

Ranchi oath-taking event, Chief Minister Hemant Soren, 

Chief Secretary L. Khiangte, numerous other Ministers, 

and a number of dignitaries were present. Mr. Gangwar 

expressed gratitude to the Prime Minister and the 

Central Government for his appointment. 

 
Assam inks MoU with Tata Group to build 5-star hotel 

in Kaziranga   

The Assam government struck an agreement with the 

Tata Group to build a Rs 120-crore five-star hotel in the 

Hathikuli tea garden near Kaziranga. Speaking on the 

occasion, Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma stated 

that there has been a record increase in footfall at 

Kaziranga since Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 

overnight stay at the world heritage site earlier this year. 

The MoU was inked to develop a five-star hotel in 

Kaziranga that will provide visitors with a world-class 

experience and encourage them to stay longer in Assam, 

according to Sarma. 
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Andhra Scraps 2-Child Policy For Individuals To Contest 

Local Body Polls  

After denying leaders the right to run in municipal 

elections, the Andhra Pradesh government has now 

lifted the two-child policy that prevented them from 

standing. The newly established Andhra administration, 

led by Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu, approved a 

motion to modify the AP Municipal Corporations Act and 

Panchayat Raj Act, which prevented anyone with more 

than two children from running in local and civic body 

elections. Southern states such as Andhra Pradesh, Tamil 

Nadu, Kerala, and Telangana are increasingly concerned 

that their effective population control measures could 

lead to a reduction in their Lok Sabha seats. 

 
Maharashtra Government Approves Logistics Policy 

2024  

The Maharashtra government has granted approval for 

the Logistics Policy 2024, which proposes the 

establishment of over 200 logistics parks, complexes, and 

truck terminals with integrated amenities, creating an 

estimated 5,00,000 additional job possibilities. According 

to Harshdeep Kamble, Principal Secretary, Industries 

Department, key policy objectives consist of the 

development of more than 10,000 acres of dedicated 

logistics infrastructure, 25 district logistic nodes, five 

regional logistic hubs, as many state logistic hubs, a 

national logistics hub, and an international logistics hub.  

 
Chhattisgarh Approves Country’s Third Largest Tiger 

Reserve  

The Vishnu Deo Sai administration has notified the "Guru 

Ghasidas- Tamor Pingla Tiger Reserve," the third largest 

tiger reserve in the country, which will cover an area of 

2829.387 square kilometers. The state cabinet, chaired 

by Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai, approved the 

notification of the Guru Ghasidas-Tamor Pingla Tiger 

Reserve, which includes Guru Ghasidas National Park and 

the Tamor Pingla wildlife sanctuary in Chhattisgarh. This 

will be the fourth tiger reserve in Chhattisgarh. 

 
Odisha Launches India’s First ‘Rice ATM’  

India's first 24-hour grain ATM was established at 

Mancheswar, Bhubaneswar, Odisha. Krushna Chandra 

Patra, Odisha's Minister for Food Supplies and Consumer 

Welfare, unveiled the Annapurti Grain ATM in the 

presence of Nozomi Hashimoto, the World Food 

Programme's deputy country director in India. This 

initiative attempts to improve nutritional security in the 
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state by offering 24 hour access to rice and wheat. The 

ATM is designed to address issues in the distribution of 

food grains through the Public Distribution System (PDS). 

 
Haryana To Commence First-Ever Global Women’s 

Kabaddi League  

The inaugural Global Women's Kabaddi League will begin 

next month in Haryana. This historic event, officially 

known as the Global Pravasi Women's Kabaddi League 

(GPKL), will feature female competitors from more than 

15 different countries. The tournament is a huge step 

forward in promoting Kabaddi abroad, boosting efforts 

to include the sport in the Olympic Games, and 

bolstering India's ambition to host the 2036 Olympics. 

Organized by the Holistic International Pravasi Sports 

Association (HIPSA) in partnership with World Kabaddi, 

the League’s launch will take place in Haryana. 

 
Union Cabinet Approves Major Airport Projects In West 

Bengal And Bihar  

The union cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi, approved two airport development projects, one 

each in Bihar and West Bengal, totaling Rs 2,962 crore. 

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said during a media 

briefing that a new civil enclave will be built at Patna 

airport for a cost of Rs 1,413 crore. The suggested new 

integrated terminal building at Patna airport will cover 

66,000 square metres and can accommodate 50 lakh 

people per year. Key components of the Patna airport 

project include the construction of an apron capable of 

accommodating 10 parking bays suitable for single-aisle 

planes, as well as two link taxiways. 

 
Rajasthan Govt Secures Rs 5.21 Trillion In Investment 

Proposals Ahead Of Summit  

Within two weeks of announcing the dates for the 'Rising 

Rajasthan' Investment Summit 2024, the Rajasthan 

government received investment proposals totaling 

more than Rs 5.21 lakh crore (approximately USD 62 

billion). According to an official release, the Bureau of 

Investment Promotion (BIP), the nodal department for 

the investment summit, has received bids from some of 

India's and the world's most prominent corporate 

entities. These projects have the potential to generate 

about 1.55 lakh direct employment opportunities. 

 
Odisha CM Majhi Launches Subhadra Scheme  

The Bharatiya Janata Party Government, led by Chief 

Minister Mohan Majhi, announced the commencement 

of the Subhadra initiative, which will distribute ₹50,000 

over five years to one crore women aged 21-60. The 
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Subhadra project is one of the primary election promises 

made by the BJP, which took power after deposing 

former Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik after 24 years in 

office. In order to ensure transparency in providing 

assistance, the payment will be made directly to the 

beneficiary's Aadhaar-enabled single-holder (DBT) bank 

account through the Aadhaar Payment Bridge System 

(APBS). 

 
Maharashtra Cabinet Approves Revised NPS For Govt 

Employees On Lines Of Centre’s UPS  

The Maharashtra government has declared that it will 

introduce a revamped National Pension Scheme (NPS) 

for state government employees, in accordance with the 

Union government's Unified Pension Scheme (UPS). The 

decision came a day after the Union Cabinet authorized 

the UPS for central government employees, which 

provides 50% of the average wage earned over the 

previous 12 months of service as a pension. State officials 

confirmed that the revised scheme will be applicable 

from March 2024, benefiting lakhs of government 

employees, including Zilla Parishad workers.  

 

Rajasthan And Madhya Pradesh To Develop ‘Shri 

Krishna Gaman Path’  

Rajasthan Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma announced 

that his state and Madhya Pradesh will work together to 

build the Shri Krishna Gaman Path, which will promote 

cultural and religious sites related with the god. Sharma 

spoke with reporters in Ujjain, where he had traveled to 

pray at the famed Lord Mahakaleshwar Temple, one of 

the country's 12 'jyotirlings'. “Today the Madhya Pradesh 

chief minister and I announced to make Shri Krishna 

Gaman Path, the road which Lord Krishna traversed. The 

move will further strengthen the centuries-old cultural 

and social relations between Madhya Pradesh and 

Rajasthan,” Sharma said.  

 
PM Modi Inaugurated Vadhvan Port And Address 

Global Fintech Fest In Maharashtra  

On August 30, Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid a visit 

to Maharashtra, where he spoke at the Global Fintech 

Fest (GFF) 2024 in Mumbai and laid foundation on the 

Vadhvan Port project in Palghar. The Prime Minister 

spoke at the Jio World Convention Centre in Mumbai as 

part of GFF 2024. One of the biggest projects is the 

Vadhvan Port, a huge maritime development with an 

estimated expenditure of Rs 76,000 crore. Located near 

Dahanu town in Palghar district, Vadhvan Port is set to 

become one of India’s largest deep-water ports, 

providing direct connectivity to international shipping 

routes. 
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18: Summits & Conferences
  

 
32nd International Conference Of Agricultural 

Economists (ICAE-2024)  

India is going to host the 32nd International Conference 

of Agricultural Economists (ICAE) in New Delhi from 

August 2-7, 2024, following a 66-year break since 1958. 

The conference, held every three years, will take place at 

the Pusa Institute and focus on “Transformation Towards 

Sustainable Agri-Food Systems.” About 1,000 delegates, 

comprising agricultural economists from prestigious 

colleges and institutes in 75 countries, will attend the 

event, which Prime Minister Narendra Modi will open. 

Women will make up 45% of the attendees. 

 
PM Modi attends Governors’ conference  

On August 2, Prime Minister Narendra Modi attended 

the two-day Governors Conference, presided over by 

India's President, Smt Droupadi Murmu, at Rashtrapati 

Bhawan. In her opening remarks during the conference, 

President Murmu stated that the agenda for the meeting 

contained carefully picked themes critical to attaining 

our national goals. She stated that the conference 

deliberations would be an enlightening experience for all 

participants and would help them perform better. At the 

conference, Amit Shah urged the Governors to visit 

villages and districts to instil confidence among people. 

 
India International Hospitality Expo 2024  

The Seventh Edition of India International Hospitality 

Expo (IHE 2024) has captured the attention of the 

worldwide hospitality industry as a pioneer event in the 

Hospitality Sector. While stakeholders from throughout 

the industry prepare to attend the standout event from 

August 3rd to 6th, 2024 at India Expo Centre & Mart, 

Greater Noida, Delhi NCR, it already appears to be a huge 

success. IHE 2024 taking one step forward in the row of 

collaborations within the hospitality industry has 

partnered with Vietnam as the Partner Country. 

 
Rajasthan Govt To Hold Investment Summit In 

December   

According to an official from the Rajasthan Industries 

Department, the state government is planning to hold a 

three-day investment summit called the 'Rising 

Rajasthan Investment Summit' in Jaipur from December 
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9-11, 2024. The state government is planning roadshows 

throughout India and abroad, with Chief Minister Bhajan 

Lal Sharma scheduled to visit the United Kingdom and 

Japan. According to insiders, his schedule will be 

expanded to include additional countries. Deputy Chief 

Ministers Diya Kumari and Prem Chand Bairwa and 

Industries Minister Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore will tour 

countries in the East, Europe, and the USA. 

 
India To Host 3rd Edition of Global South Summit  

India is slated to hold the third edition of the Voice of the 

Global South Summit on August 17, with an emphasis on 

tackling important challenges such as the impact of 

conflicts and development-related issues, in addition to 

climate change. Prime Minister Narendra Modi will chair 

the summit, which will take place virtually, in addition to 

the cabinet meetings. India, by hosting this summit, 

plans to provide a platform for countries of the Global 

South to share their perspectives, challenges, and 

priorities on a common platform.  

 
President Murmu’s Six-Day Visit To Fiji, New Zealand, 

And Timor-Leste  

President Droupadi Murmu left New Delhi on a six-day 

trip to Fiji, New Zealand, and Timor-Leste. President 

Murmu first visited Fiji on August 5, at the invitation of 

President Ratu Wiliame Maivalili Katonivere. This historic 

visit is the first by an Indian head of state to Fiji. During 

her stay, the President will hold bilateral meetings with 

President Katonivere and Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka. 

The next destination will be New Zealand from August 

07-09 at the invitation of Governor General Dame Cindy 

Kiro.  

 
India To Host BIMSTEC Business Summit  

India is hosting the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-

Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation – BIMSTEC 

Business Summit from August 6-8 in New Delhi. Dr. S 

Jaishankar, External Affairs Minister, kicked off the three-

day Business Summit, which included keynote speeches 

from Commerce and Industries Minister Piyush Goyal 

and other dignitaries. The event will also include 

numerous ministers from BIMSTEC Member States, as 

well as high-ranking government officials, policymakers, 

entrepreneurs, and industry associations.  

 
Nvidia to host flagship AI summit in India, CEO Jensen 

Huang to attend 

Nvidia's premier AI conference, the Nvidia AI Summit, is 

going to organized in India from October 23 to 25 at the 

Jio Convention Centre in Mumbai. India will be one of 

only three countries to host the event, along with the 

United States and Japan. Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang will 

attend the event, along with other important industry 

leaders. Those who attend the event can expect 
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interactive workshops, panel discussions, 

demonstrations of AI solutions and tools and a chat with 

Jensen Huang. 

 
PM Modi likely to travel to New York in September to 

attend UN Summit: Sources  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled to address at 

a large community gathering in New York on September 

22 as part of his visit to the city for the United Nations 

Summit of the Future. The event's subject is 'Modi & US: 

Progress Together', and its stated goal is to 

commemorate India and the US, as well as the "cultural 

ethos" of considering the “world as one family, diversity 

a strength, and the well-being of all people and the 

planet an inspiration for building a better world 

together”.  The official purpose of Modi’s visit is to 

attend the Summit of the Future, a flagship event being 

organised by the UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres 

in his final year in the position. 

 
PM Modi To Headline The ET World Leaders Forum  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be the keynote 

speaker at The Economic Times World Leaders Forum, 

which is scheduled to held on August 31 in New Delhi. 

The inaugural edition of ET World Leaders Forum, with 

its theme of 'Leadership for Global Prosperity,' brings 

together global investors, policymakers, business 

leaders, and entrepreneurs from around the world. It 

provides a platform for intersectional dialogue on the 

opportunities that arise from India's rapid economic 

progress. After winning a historic third term, the PM will 

speak to a gathering of over 400 business leaders, 

entrepreneurs, investors and policy makers. 

 
International conference by Commonwealth Legal 

Education Association Held in Kumarakom  

The Commonwealth Legal Education Association 

organised a two-day International Conference on Law 

and Technology: Sustainable Transport, Tourism, and 

Technological Innovations in Kumarakom, Kerala, on 

August 17 and 18. Supreme Court Judge B.S. Gavai 

opened the event, emphasizing the necessity of 

teamwork among the legislative, executive, and judiciary 

in achieving sustainable development. Supreme Court 

Judge Surya Kant presided over the event, which also saw 

contributions from prominent figures including R. 

Venkataramani, Attorney General for India, and Solicitor 

General Tushar Mehta.  

 
India-Japan Ministerial Dialogue Held In Delhi   

On August 20, 2024, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and 

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar held the 3rd India-

Japan 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue in New Delhi, with 

Japanese Minister of Defense Mr Kihara Minoru and 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Ms Yoko Kamikawa, with a 

focus on strengthening overall strategic ties and 

reviewing the Indo-Pacific situation. The first edition of 



TAKSHASHILA SCHOOL OF CIVIL SERVICES, EXCLUVISELY FOR UPSC www.takshashilascs.in 

 

UNIT- 6B & C, UNIQUE AVENUE, 6TH FLOOR, SUPER MARKET, GS ROAD, GUWAHATI-781006 | PHONE: 1800-212-4490/6913203751 

 

86 

the dialogue was held in India in 2019 while the second 

one took place in Japan in 2022. India has the '2+2' 

ministerial format of dialogue with very few countries 

including the US, Australia and Russia. 

 
Two-Day India-EU Regional Conference  

On August 21-22, India and the European Union is 

hosting a regional conference to explore current and 

upcoming challenges to online radicalisation, as well as 

methods to cooperatively prevent the use of online 

spaces by extremist and terrorist organizations. The two-

day EU-India Track 1.5 Conference in New Delhi will bring 

together professionals, policymakers, academics, and 

law enforcement officials from South Asia (India, 

Bangladesh, Maldives, and Sri Lanka) and Europe who 

are leading the battle against digital extremism.  

 
Jitendra Singh Chaired Bilateral Meeting On US-India 

Civil Nuclear Commerce  

Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh presided over a 

bilateral discussion on US-India Civil Nuclear Commerce 

in New Delhi. According to the Ministry of Science and 

Technology, the conference focused on the two 

countries' growing cooperation in important areas such 

as science, technology, and clean energy. Throughout 

the meeting, Dr. Singh announced that an Indian 

astronaut from the Gaganyaan Mission will join the 

International Space Station, marking an important 

milestone in Indo-US space partnership. The high-level 

US delegation was led by Senior Advisor to the President 

of the USA for International Climate Policy John Podesta 

and Deputy Secretary of the U.S. Department of Energy 

David Turk. 

 
PM Chairs 44th PRAGATI Interaction  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi presided over the 44th 

PRAGATI meeting to examine the development of seven 

significant projects spanning 11 states and Union 

Territories and totaling over Rs 76,500 crore, according 

to his office. Prime Minister Modi emphasized that every 

official in the government, whether at the national or 

state level, must be aware that project delays not only 

increase costs but also deprive the public of the project's 

intended benefits, according to a statement from the 

Prime Minister's Office (PMO).   

 
2nd Meeting Of Joint Russian- Indian Commission  

India and Russia have signed a working plan for the Joint 

Russian-Indian Commission on Cooperation in 

Emergency Management for 2025–2026. Both countries 

committed to implement the strategy between 2025 and 

2026, and to continue exchanging best practices and 

lessons learned in disaster management. The 

commission conducted its inaugural meeting in New 

Delhi in 2016. It was decided that the commission's next 

meeting would be held in India in 2026. Vinay Kumar, 

Ambassador of India to Russia, Sanjeev Kumar Jindal, 

Additional Secretary, MHA, were present at the meeting. 
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PRACTICE QUESTIONS 
 

1) Which of the following state was named as the best 

state in Horticulture in the Agriculture Leadership 

Awards 2024? 

A) Sikkim  

B) Nagaland 

C) Assam 

D) Arunachal Pradesh 

2) ___________________ has sanctioned seven new 

projects for the private sector under the Technology 

Development Fund scheme. 

A) DRDO 

B) Ministry of Home Affairs 

C) Ministry of Science and Technology 

D) Ministry of Urban Development 

3) Who among the following clinched bronze in 

Shotgun Junior World Cup, Italy? 

A) Anjali Bhagwat 

B) Manu Bhaker 

C) Nandita Das  

D) Sabeera Haris 

4) Which of the following state government issued an 

order banning the sale of energy drinks with high 

caffeine content within a 500-metre radius of schools in 

the state? 

A) Bihar 

B) Maharashtra 

C) Rajasthan 

D) Uttar Pradesh 

5) India's Serum Institute and Oxford University have 

launched the first malaria vaccine in which of the 

following country? 

A) Ghana 

B) Ivory Coast 

C) Mali 

D) Nigeria 

6) Which of the following Council of Scientific and 

Industrial Research (CSIR) celebrated its 73rd 

Foundation Day on July 16, 2024? 

A) CSIR- Central Drug Research Institute (CDRI)  

B) CSIR- Indian Institute of Chemical Technology (IICT) 

C) CSIR- Central Road Research Institute (CRRI) 

D) CSIR-National Aerospace Laboratories (NAL) 

7) The RBI has permitted banks to use ratings by 

___________________ for loans of up to Rs 250 crore. 

A) Brickwork Ratings India Private Limited 

B) CRISIL Ratings Limited 

C) Fitch Ratings 

D) India Ratings and Research Private Limited 

8) ________________ approved a loan of USD 240.5 

million to support the deployment of rooftop solar 

systems in India. 

A) Asian Development Bank 

B) International Finance Corporation 

C) Japan International Cooperation Agency  

D) World Bank 

9) Which of the following country has overtaken 

Mauritius to secure the fourth spot among preferred 

destinations for Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) 

routing funds into India? 

A) Norway  

B) Sweden 

C) Switzerland 

D) Ireland 

10) What is India’s projected Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP) for the Fiscal Year 2024-2025, as per recent data 

released by Asian Development Bank (ADB)? 

A) 6.9% 

B) 7% 

C) 7.2%  

D) 8% 

11) India should aim USD 500 billion in electronics 

manufacturing by 2030, said a report published by 

______________. 

A) Nasscom 

B) NITI Aayog  

C) UNCTAD 

D) World Economic Forum 

12) India’s first overseas “Jan Aushadhi Kendra” was 

inaugurated in which of the following country? 

A) Kenya 
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B) Nepal 

C) Mauritius 

D) Zimbabwe 

13) Which of the following fintech startup has received 

approval from NPCI to operate as a UPI-based payment 

infrastructure provider? 

A) CCAvenue 

B) Onionlife  

C) Perfios 

D) TechFini 

14) ___________________ has tied-up with LIC under a 

corporate agency arrangement to provide life insurance 

coverage to all by 2047.  

A) Bank of Baroda  

B) Bank of India 

C) IDFC First Bank 

D) Karnataka Bank 

15) As per the FICCI's ‘Economic Outlook Survey’ India’s 

annual median GDP growth forecast for the year 2024-

25 is _______________. 

A) 8%  

B) 7% 

C) 6.7% 

D) 6.6% 

16) Union Home Minister Amit Shah launched the first-

ever national toll-free narcotics helpline 

_____________. 

A) SURAKSHA 

B) PRAVAAH  

C) MARLIN 

D) MANAS 

17) The Geological Survey of India launched which of 

the following web portal aimed at landslide hazard 

mitigation in India? 

A) Saksham 

B) Bhusanket 

C) Sankalan 

D) Swayam 

18) The Bureau of Indian Standards has entered into a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 

_________________ for the establishment of the ‘BIS 

Standardization Chair Professor’. 

A) IISc Bengaluru 

B) IIT Hyderabad 

C) IIT Patna  

D) Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi 

19) Along with the Central Bank of India which of the 

following financial company has entered into a co-

lending partnership to offer loans to MSME?  

A) Arka Fincap Limited  

B) Muthoot Microfin Limited 

C) Northern Arc Capital Limited 

D) Poonawalla Fincorp Limited 

20) HSBC Holdings Plc has appointed who among the 

following as its next CEO? 

A) Nawaf Salam  

B) Georges Elhedery 

C) Astrid Schomaker 

D) Alain Noudéhou 

21) Which of the following country has joined the 1992 

UN Water Convention, becoming the 10th African 

nation to do so? 

A) Ivory Coast  

B) Paraguay 

C) Peru 

D) Slovakia 

22) _____________________ signed an MoU with the 

Rajasthan Government for the development of Kota 

Greenfield airport. 

A) Navi Mumbai International Airport Private Limited  

B) Directorate General of Civil Aviation  

C) Airports Authority of India 

D) Adani Airport Holdings Limited  

23) Which of the following University has inked an MoU 

with ISRO to advance innovation in chemical sciences? 

A) Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi 

B) Mahatma Gandhi University, Kerala  

C) University of Delhi, Delhi 

D) UPL University of Sustainable Technology, Gujarat 

24) Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency 

Limited (IREDA) will invest Rs 290 crore in the 900MW 

hydroelectric power project in _________________.  

A) Cambodia  

B) Ghana 
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C) Iran 

D) Nepal 

25) Which of the following insurance company has 

secured the 6th position in the Global Million Dollar 

Round Table (MDRT) rankings for 2024? 

A) ICICI Prudential Life Insurance Company Limited 

B) Life Insurance Corporation of India 

C) SBI General Insurance Company Limited 

D) Tata AIA Life Insurance Company Limited 

26) In July 2024, India's Chandrayaan-3 was awarded 

the prestigious World Space Award by 

_________________________ for its significant 

contributions to space exploration.  

A) International Astronautical Federation 

B) International Astronomical Union  

C) National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

D) United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs 

27) Who among the following was appointed as the 

next MD and CEO of Federal Bank? 

A) Atul Mehra 

B) Keki M Mistry 

C) Krishnan Venkat Subramanian 

D) Nidhu Saxena 

28) Which of the following fintech company has 

partnered with SWIFT to enhance global payment 

capabilities, allowing seamless account-to-wallet 

transfers? 

A) TerraPay 

B) JioPay 

C) PhonePe 

D) Razorpay 

29) _____________________ is set to collaborate with 

the European Space Agency (ESA) on its Ramses mission 

to track and study the Apophis asteroid that is slated to 

make a close encounter with the Earth in 2029. 

A) CNSA 

B) SpaceX  

C) ISRO 

D) NASA 

30) The Steering Committee on Greenfield Airports has 

recommended site clearance for the Parandur site in 

which of the following state?  

A) Arunachal Pradesh  

B) Kerala 

C) Tamil Nadu 

D) Uttar Pradesh 

31) Which of the following state is set to hold special 

camps to grant Indian citizenship to minority refugees 

from Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh?  

A) Rajasthan 

B) Maharashtra 

C) Karnataka  

D) Gujarat 

32) In July 2024, which of the following country 

declared animal health emergency after Newcastle 

disease case? 

A) Brazil 

B) Chile 

C) Guyana 

D) Peru 

33) __________________ was awarded the best 

technology award for its revolutionary effort in the field 

of horticultural sciences. 

A) Central Institute for Research on Cotton Technology  

B) Central Institute for Subtropical Horticulture 

C) Indian Institute of Horticultural Research 

D) Indian Institute of Spices Research 

34) The 21st edition of Khaan Quest, a multinational 

peacekeeping exercise is being held in which of the 

following country? 

A) Mongolia 

B) Japan  

C) India 

D) China 

35) The International Olympic Committee Executive 

Board has decided to honor _________________ with 

the Olympic Order. 

A) Pranju Somani  

B) Manu Bhaker 

C) Jaspal Rana 

D) Abhinav Bindra 

36) ________________ has surpassed Meg Lanning to 

become the second highest run-scorer in Women's T20I 

history. 
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A)    Deepti Sharma  

B)    Harmanpreet Kaur 

C)    Shefali Verma 

D)    Smriti Mandhana 

37) Manolo Marquez of which of the following country 

was appointed as the new head coach of the Indian 

men's football team? 

A) Argentina 

B) Australia 

C) Germany 

D) Spain 

38) _____________________ is the guest of honour at 

the Indian Film Festival of Melbourne (IFFM). 

A) Ajay Devgan 

B) Akshay Kumar 

C) Ram Charan  

D) Shahrukh Khan 

39) The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) 

announced how much financial assistance to the Indian 

athletes at the 2024 Paris Olympics? 

A) Rs 10.5 crore  

B) Rs 9.5 crore 

C) Rs 8.5 crore 

D) Rs 7.5 crore 

40) As part of the nine priorities highlighted for the 

2024 Union Budget, the limit of MUDRA loans was 

enhanced to _____________ from the current Rs 10 

lakh.   

A) Rs 22 lakh  

B) Rs 20 lakh 

C) Rs 15 lakh 

D) Rs 12 lakh 

41) __________________ collaborated with IIT, 

Roorkee and Mandi to make 'Cell-Free 6G access 

points'. 

A) Atal Incubation Center   

B) Centre for Development of Advanced Computing 

C) Centre for Development of Telematics  

D) Centre for Enterprise Risk Management 

42) The latest ranking released by the Henley Passport 

Index puts India's passport at _____________ spot. 

A) 129 

B) 116 

C) 82 

D) 63 

43) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved 

_________________ loan to expand Nagpur's metro 

network and enhance transport connectivity. 

A) USD 200 million  

B) USD 170 million 

C) USD 148.5 million 

D) USD 60 million 

44) Along with Airbus Helicopters which of the 

following company has signed a deal to set up a final 

assembly line (FAL) in India for single-engine H125 

choppers? 

A) Tata Advanced Systems Limited  

B) Dynamatic Technologies Limited 

C) Aeronautical Development Agency 

D) Adani Defence and Aerospace 

45) ___________________ successfully flight-tested 

Phase-II Ballistic Missile Defence (BMD) System in July 

2024. 

A) AgniKul Cosmos Private Limited  

B) Defence Research and Development Organisation 

C) GalaxEye Space Solutions Private Limited 

D) Indian Space Research Organisation 

46) During the 142nd IOC Session in Paris, the 

International Olympic Committee elected 

_____________ as the host of the 2030 Olympic and 

Paralympic Winter Games. 

A) Apulia, Italy 

B) Geneva, Switzerland  

C) French Alps, France 

D) Sydney, Australia 

47) India’s 500th Community Radio Station “Apna 

Radio 90.0 FM” inaugurated at _________________. 

A) Aizwal, Mizoram 

B) Bhubaneswar, Odisha 

C) Guwahati, Assam 

D) Patna, Bihar 

48) The Indian government extended the Electric 

Mobility Promotion Scheme (EMPS) 2024 until 

______________. 



TAKSHASHILA SCHOOL OF CIVIL SERVICES, EXCLUVISELY FOR UPSC www.takshashilascs.in 

 

UNIT- 6B & C, UNIQUE AVENUE, 6TH FLOOR, SUPER MARKET, GS ROAD, GUWAHATI-781006 | PHONE: 1800-212-4490/6913203751 

 

92 

A) 31 March 2026 

B) 30 June 2025 

C) 31 December 2024 

D) 30 September 2024 

49) Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal has approved 

the India’s First Integrated Agri-Export Facility at 

_______________. 

A) Paradip Port, Odisha  

B) Jawaharlal Nehru Port, Maharashtra 

C) Cochin Port, Kerala 

D) Chennai Port, Tamil Nadu 

50) _______________ has taken over the Chair of the 

Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre (ADPC) for the year 

2024-25, succeeding China. 

A) Atul Kumar Chaudhary 

B) Hima Kohli 

C) Rajendra Singh 

D) Tapan Kumar Deka  

51) ___________________ became the world's 

youngest and fastest para swimmer to cross the English 

Channel. 

A) Jiya Rai 

B) Niranjan Mukundan 

C) Rimo Saha 

D) Satyendra Singh 

52) _______________ authorised Azista BST Aerospace 

to establish a ground station in the ultra high-frequency 

(UHF) bands in Hyderabad, Telangana. 

A) DRDO 

B) IN-Space 

C) NRSC 

D) TDB 

53) India stood second just behind the US among 

__________________ members in the initiation and 

imposition of anti-dumping duties in 2023, according to 

a report. 

A) Stockholm International Peace Research Institute  

B) United Nations Department of Economic and Social 

Affairs  

C) World Bank 

D) World Trade Organization  

54) Which ministry has launched the Ideas4LiFE 

initiative, inviting online submissions of ideas and 

innovations related to products and services that 

promote environmentally friendly lifestyles? 

A) Ministry of Agriculture 

B) Ministry of Defence 

C) Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

D) Ministry of Urban Development 

55) Which of the following company has announced its 

foray into the Indian jewellery market with the launch 

of a new brand named Indriya? 

A) TATA Group 

B) Reliance Industries Limited 

C) Aditya Birla Group 

D) Adani Group 

56) Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has 

launched an AI-powered chatbot named 

______________ to assist investors 

A) SEVA 

B) Paisa  

C) PRAGATI 

D) PM Shri Paryatan Vayu Seva 

57) ____________________ has received in-principle 

approval from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to 

establish an Asset Reconstruction Company (ARC). 

A) Bajaj Finserv Asset Management Limited 

B) Edelweiss Asset Reconstruction Company Limited 

C) Hitachi Payment Services Pvt. Ltd 

D) Shriram Group 

58) Which of the following country has secured their 

first Women's Asia Cup title recently? 

A) Pakistan 

B) India 

C) Sri Lanka  

D) Afghanistan 

59) _____________________ has partnered with ICICI 

Lombard General Insurance to offer a wide range of 

insurance products to its customers. 

A) Bank of India 

B) Bank of Maharashtra  

C) HDFC Bank 

D) Karnataka Bank 
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60) NIIT Institute of Finance, Banking and Insurance 

(NIIT IFBI) in collaboration with _____________ has 

launched the 'ACE Banker Program'. 

A) Yes Bank 

B) Jammu & Kashmir Bank  

C) HDFC Bank 

D) Axis Bank 

61) Who was Kunwar Natwar Singh, and what 

significant role did he play? 

A) Former President of India 

B) Former Finance Minister 

C) Former External Affairs Minister 

D) Former Chief Justice of India 

62) Who has been appointed as the new Cabinet 

Secretary of India in August 2024? 

A) Rajiv Gauba 

B) T.V. Somanathan 

C) Ajit Doval 

D) P.K. Mishra 

63) Which project was inaugurated by Union Home 

Minister Amit Shah in Chandigarh under the Smart City 

Mission? 

A) 24x7 Water Supply Project 

B) Solar Energy Project 

C) Waste Management Project 

D) Green Transportation Project 

64) What recent legislative focus involves proposed 

amendments to ensure transparent management of 

religious endowments in India? 

A) Hindu Succession Act 

B) Muslim Personal Law 

C) Waqf Act 

D) Land Acquisition Act 

65) What has been suggested as a necessary measure 

to improve India's performance in international 

sporting events like the Olympics? 

A) Better coaching staff 

B) Increased funding for sports 

C) A more robust national nutrition strategy 

D) Higher participation in tournaments 

66) Which day is observed annually as Partition Horrors 

Remembrance Day in India? 

A) August 12 

B) August 14 

C) August 15 

D) August 17 

67) Who has been appointed as the new Cabinet 

Secretary of India in August 2024? 

A) Rajiv Gauba 

B) T.V. Somanathan 

C) Ajit Doval 

D) P.K. Mishra 

68) Which project was inaugurated by Union Home 

Minister Amit Shah in Chandigarh under the Smart City 

Mission? 

A) 24x7 Water Supply Project 

B) Solar Energy Project 

C) Waste Management Project 

D) Green Transportation Project 

69) What recent legislative focus involves proposed 

amendments to ensure transparent management of 

religious endowments in India? 

A) Hindu Succession Act 

B) Muslim Personal Law 

C) Waqf Act 

D) Land Acquisition Act 

70) What has been suggested as a necessary measure 

to improve India's performance in international 

sporting events like the Olympics? 

A) Better coaching staff 

B) Increased funding for sports 

C) A more robust national nutrition strategy 

D) Higher participation in tournaments 

71) Ministry of Defence and ____________________ 

signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to 

facilitate capital market access to micro, small and 

medium enterprises (MSMEs). 

A) Securities and Exchange Board of India 

B) Reserve Bank of India  

C) National Stock Exchange   

D) Bombay Stock Exchange  

72) ________________ became India's newest unicorn 

after raising $120M. 

A) Zepto 
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B) Rapido 

C) Dunzo 

D) CRED 

73) ______________ has been granted the 

distinguished Special Consultative Status by the United 

Nations Economic and Social Council (UN ECOSOC). 

A) Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham, Tamil Nadu 

B) Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University, Delhi 

C) Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi 

D) Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology, Odisha 

74) When the 2024 Friendship Day (India) was 

observed? 

A) 02 August 

B) 03 August 

C) 04 August 

D) 05 August  

75) Who among the following was appointed as 

Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of Small 

Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI)? 

A) Manoj Mittal 

B) Nripendra Mishra 

C) Rajeev Prasad  

D) Vinay Sinha 

76) Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan launched 

which of the following portal to manage the entire 

apprenticeship lifecycle activities?  

A) JanSamarth 

B) KarmaLife 

C) NATS 2.0  

D) SayujNet 

77) Recently, the two-day ‘Conference of Governors’ 

was held in which of the following city? 

A) Bengaluru 

B) Chennai 

C) Hyderabad 

D) New Delhi 

78) Who among the following was appointed UPSC 

Chairperson on August 1, succeeding Manoj Soni who 

resigned due to personal reasons? 

A) Ajit Kumar Doval 

B) Bharat Lal 

C) Neerabh Kumar Prasad 

D) Preeti Sudan  

79) Who among the following was elected as the 

president of UN's Economic and Social Council 

(ECOSOC)? 

A) Mark Rutte 

B) Philemon Yang  

C) Robert Rae 

D) Ruchira Kamboj 

80) ‘Mukhyamantri Maiyaan Samman Yojana’ was 

launched by which of the following state government? 

A) Odisha 

B) Jharkhand 

C) Haryana   

D) Bihar 

81) In which of the following city the 14th India-

Vietnam Defence Policy Dialogue was held? 

A) New Delhi 

B) Hyderabad 

C) Chennai 

D) Bengaluru  

82) Padma Vibhushan awardee Dr Yamini 

Krishnamurthy has passed away at the age of 84. She 

was a ____________. 

A) Scientist 

B) Journalist  

C) Classical dancer 

D) Boxer 

83) Which of the following state announced the 

procurement of all crops in the state at minimum 

support price (MSP)?  

A) Bihar 

B) Haryana 

C) Punjab 

D) Uttar Pradesh 

84) Which of the following bank launched RuPay credit 

cards with UPI and NCMC functionalities? 

A) Axis Bank 

B) HDFC Bank 

C) ICICI Bank  

D) RBL Bank 
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85) Belgium-based SWIFT has announced an AI-driven 

pilot project in collaboration with _________ aimed at 

combating payment fraud in cross-border transactions. 

A) Punjab and Sind Bank 

B) HDFC Bank 

C) Federal Bank 

D) Axis Bank 

86) To improve the quality of price data, which of the 

following ministry launched the Price Monitoring 

System Version 4.0 mobile app? 

A) Ministry of Food Processing Industries 

B) Ministry of Cooperation 

C) Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public 

Distribution  

D) Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

87) Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia and Dr. 

Pemmasani Chandrasekhar inaugurated the Network 

Operations Centre at the Delhi Campus of the 

________________________. 

A) National Remote Sensing Centre 

B) National Informatics Centre  

C) Centre for Development of Telematics  

D) Centre for Development of Advanced Computing 

88) ______________________ officially joined the 

United Nations Command (UNC) as its 18th member 

country. 

A) Canada 

B) Germany 

C) India 

D) Philippines 

89) Reserve Bank of India (RBI) issued 'fit & proper' 

certificate to __________________ for the acquisition 

of the IDBI Bank. 

A) State Bank of India 

B) Kotak Mahindra Bank Limited  

C) Emirates NBD Bank 

D) Both B and C 

90) _______________ partnerd with Vested Finance to 

offer access to global investing for Indians and NRIs. 

A) Axis Securities Limited 

B) Business Wire India HDFC securities 

C) Edelweiss Asset Reconstruction Company Limited 

D) Motilal Oswal Asset Management Company Limited  

91) India is set to provide _______________ credit line 

to Vietnam to strengthen the Southeast Asian country's 

maritime security. 

A) USD 500 million 

B) USD 50 million 

C) USD 300 million  

D) USD 135 million 

92) _______________ became the first Indian state to 

adopt the Disaster Risk Transfer Parametric Insurance 

Solution (DRTPS). 

A) Uttarakhand 

B) Nagaland 

C) Kerala 

D) Assam 

93) ____________________ has partnered with the 

IDBI Bank to launch a cybersecurity laboratory. 

A) IIT Madras 

B) IIT Kharagpur 

C) IIT Kanpur  

D) IIT Hyderabad 

94) Who among the following took charge as the 

Director General of the BSF? 

A) Daljit Singh Chawdhary 

B) Jethabhai Bharvad  

C) Sanjay Bhalla 

D) Sanjiv Puri 

95) Noah Lyles, the sprinter of which of the following 

country won the men's 100m final at the 2024 Paris 

Olympics with a time of 9.79s? 

A) US 

B) Serbia 

C) Cuba 

D) China 

96) India and which of the following country recently 

signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to 

enhance cooperation in the field of sports? 

A) Saint Christopher and Nevis  

B) Timor–Leste 

C) Tunisia 

D) Zimbabwe 
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97) The Central Government has officially declared 

Adichunchanagiri of which of the following state as 

Peacock Sanctuary? 

A) Karnataka 

B) Maharashtra 

C) Uttar Pradesh 

D) Uttarakhand 

98) The board of which of the following bank approved 

a proposal for raising funds of up to Rs 25,000 crore via 

the issue of Tier 1 and Tier 2 bonds? 

A) Axis Bank 

B) State Bank of India 

C) ICICI Bank 

D) Punjab National Bank  

99) Four apps for new criminal laws namely e-Sakshya, 

Nyay Setu, Nyay Shruti and e-Summons App was 

unveiled by _____________________. 

A) Amit Shah 

B) Giriraj Singh 

C) Rajnath Singh 

D) S. Jaishankar 

100) Who among the following was appointed as the 

new director general of the Assam Rifles? 

A) Vikas Lakhera  

B) Pradeep Chandran Nair 

C) Nalin Prabhat 

D) Mohammad Rihan 

101) ___________________ launched the "Million 

Designers, Billion Dreams" initiative? 

A) PM Mahila Shakti Kendra scheme 

B) Mahila Samridhi Yojana 

C) Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana–National Rural 

Livelihoods Mission  

D) Aspirational Blocks Programme 

102) Along with HSBC India which of the following 

general insurance company has entered into a 

bancassurance partnership for the distribution of non-

life insurance products through its network?  

A) Royal Sundaram General Insurance Company 

B) SBI General Insurance Company 

C) TATA AIG General Insurance Company 

D) Universal Sompo General Insurance Company 

103) Along with Coal India Ltd which of the following 

company has agreed to establish a Coal to Synthetic 

Natural Gas (SNG) plant in Raniganj, West Bengal? 

A) Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited 

B) GAIL India Limited  

C) Indian Oil Corporation Limited 

D) Mineral Oil Company Private Limited 

104) President Mohammed Shahabuddin has named 

who among the following as head of Bangladesh's 

interim government? 

A) Allamaye Halina 

B) José Raúl Mulino 

C) Muhammad Yunus 

D) Sheikh Hasina 

105) Chinese-American physicist _________________ 

who in 1957 became the second-youngest scientist to 

receive a Nobel Prize passed away in August 2024. 

A) Tsung-Dao Lee 

B) Avi Wigderson 

C) Chien-Shiung Wu  

D) Peter Higgs 

106) The Indian Army conducted which of the following 

large-scale strike corps exercise in Eastern Ladakh?  

A) Cyber Suraksha  

B) Gagan Strike-II 

C) Parvat Prahaar 

D) Poorvi Lehar 

107) Which of the following bank has launched its new 

offering, 'DBS Golden Circle' to address the specific 

needs of senior citizens? 

A) Standard Chartered Bank 

B) DBS Bank 

C) Citibank 

D) BNP Paribas 

108) Which of the following finance company received 

the certificate of registration as a non-banking financial 

company (investment and credit company) from the 

Reserve Bank of India? 

A) IIFL Finance Limited 

B) L&T Finance Limited 

C) Muthoot Microfin Limited 

D) Srei Infrastructure Finance Limited  
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109) In the Sovereign Wealth Fund Institute’s (SWFI) 

Top 100 Largest Central Bank Rankings by Total Assets 

for 2024 what was the rank of the Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI)? 

A) 4 

B) 5 

C) 8 

D) 12 

110) In collaboration with which of the following bank 

Pine Labs' Setu has launched UPISetu, a UPI-focused 

payments platform? 

A) Bank of Baroda 

B) Axis Bank  

C) ICICI Bank 

D) State Bank of India 

111) The Indian Sign Language Research and Training 

Centre (ISLRTC) has signed an MoU with 

_________________ to promote Indian sign language. 

A) Army Welfare Education Society 

B) Coca-Cola India Foundation 

C) National Book Trust  

D) Reliance Foundation 

112) India's gold industry, backed by the World Gold 

Council (WGC), has initiated the formation of a self-

regulatory organization named ___________________. 

A) Jewellers Association of India 

B) Indian Bullion and Jewellers Association 

C) Indian Association for Gold Excellence and Standards 

D) Gem and Jewellery Export Promotion Council 

113) Capital market regulator SEBI approved the 

appointment of which of the following for the role of 

Managing Director and CEO of Multi Commodity 

Exchange of India? 

A) Rushabh Gandhi 

B) Rajeev Singhal 

C) Praveena Rai  

D) Harsh Pati Singhania 

114) Which of the following state has declare to 

develop ‘Guru Ghasidas-Tamor Pingla Tiger Reserve’? 

A) Uttarakhand 

B) Kerala 

C) Chhattisgarh 

D) Assam 

115) When Nagasaki Day was observed? 

A) 08 August 

B) 09 August 

C) 10 August 

D) 11 August  

116) India's first around the clock grain dispensing 

machine, the 'Grain ATM,' also known as 'Annapurti' 

was launched at which of the following state? 

A) Kerala 

B) Odisha 

C) Rajasthan  

D) Uttarakhand 

117) Who among the following assumed charge as the 

Lieutenant Governor of Puducherry? 

A) Anandiben Patel 

B) K. Kailashnathan 

C) Nripendra Mishra 

D) Santosh Kumar Gangwar 

118) Budhadev Bhattacharya, former Chief Minister of 

which of the following state has passed away recently? 

A) West Bengal 

B) Uttar Pradesh 

C) Sikkim 

D) Assam 

119) Which of the following airline was named 'Best 

Airline in India & South Asia' for the fourth time at the 

2024 World Airline Awards by Skytrax? 

A) Vistara 

B) SpiceJet 

C) IndiGo 

D) Air India 

120) ________________ signed an MoU with Jakson 

Engineers to promote solar energy adoption in India. 

A) State Bank of India  

B) Punjab National Bank 

C) IndusInd Bank 

D) ICICI Bank 

121) NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) signed an 

agreement with _________________ to grant 

assistance for the launching of the Nepal-built Munal 

satellite. 
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A) Ministry of Science and Technology   

B) Ministry of External Affairs  

C) Ministry of Defence 

D) Department of Space  

122) The Indian men's hockey team lead by 

_____________ won the bronze medal at the Paris 2024 

Olympics. 

A) Hardik Singh 

B) Harmanpreet Singh 

C) Manpreet Singh 

D) P. R. Sreejesh 

123) The Central Government has officially declared 

Adichunchanagiri and Choolannuar of which of the 

following state as Peacock Sanctuaries? 

A) Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh  

B) Kerala and Tamil Nadu 

C) Karnataka and Kerala 

D) Assam and Kerala 

124) The Government has issued operational guidelines 

for the implementation of Model Solar Village under 

PM-Surya Ghar-Muft Bijli Yojana, allocating 

___________ to develop solar villages across every 

district in India. 

A) Rs 778 crore  

B) Rs 850 crore 

C) Rs 800 crore 

D) Rs 750 crore 

125) The Reserve Bank of India announced an increase 

in the UPI transaction limit for tax payments to 

___________ from Rs 1 lakh. 

A) Rs 6 lakh 

B) Rs 5 lakh 

C) Rs 4 lakh 

D) Rs 3 lakh 

126) Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 

(MSME) signed an MoU with which of the following 

country for promoting cooperation on Small and 

Medium-size Enterprises? 

A) Zimbabwe 

B) United States of America  

C) Hungary 

D) Azerbaijan 

127) Global Youth Unemployment Rate (YUR) in 2023 

decreased to 13%, said a report by which of the 

following organisation? 

A) World Bank 

B) United Nations Development Programme 

C) Reserve Bank of India 

D) International Labour Organisation 

128) _________________ accounts for the highest 

share of Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) investing in 

India during the fiscal year 2023-24. 

A) Denmark 

B) Japan 

C) Singapore 

D) United States of America 

129) The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) 

recently announced the incorporation of NPCI BHIM 

Services Ltd (NBSL) as a wholly owned subsidiary. Who 

among the following is set to become the Chief 

Executive Officer (CEO) of the new entity? 

A) Robert Jerard Ravi 

B) Ravi Agrawal 

C) Rajendra Prasad Goyal  

D) Lalitha Nataraj 

130) When the Partition Horrors Remembrance Day 

(India) was observed? 

A) 15 August 

B) 14 August 

C) 13 August 

D) 12 August  

131) Archaeologists have recently discovered the 

world’s oldest calendar, dating back nearly 13,000 years 

in which of the following country? 

A) Turkey 

B) Iraq  

C) Iran 

D) Egypt 

132) ____________________ has become the first state 

government in India to provide cash to adolescent girls 

to buy sanitary napkins. 

A) Gujarat 

B) Madhya Pradesh 

C) Odisha 
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D) Rajasthan 

133) Which of the following IIT bagged the top position 

as the best educational institution in the country as per 

the 2024 National Institute Ranking Framework (NIRF)? 

A) IIT Delhi 

B) IIT Kanpur 

C) IIT Madras 

D) IIT Roorkee 

134) Jiyo Parsi, a central government scheme, was 

launched in 2013-14 to _________________. 

A) To encourage Parsi cultural activities  

B) To promote the education of Parsi children 

C) To provide financial aid for Parsi businesses 

D) To reverse the declining trend of the Parsi population 

135) Where did the DRDO and the Indian Army 

conducted successful test firings of the indigenous Man 

Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile (MPATGM)? 

A) Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh 

B) Porbandar, Gujarat 

C) Pokhran, Rajasthan 

D) Nagapattinam, Tamil Nadu  

136) On the eve of 78th Independence Day the 

Environment Ministry added which of the following 

wetland to the list of Ramsar sites? 

A) Kazhuveli Bird Sanctuary 

B) Nanjarayan Bird Sanctuary 

C) Tawa Reservoir 

D) All of the above 

137) Which of the following ministry launched the Jiyo 

Parsi Scheme portal, a Central Sector Scheme to arrest 

the population decline of the Parsi community in India? 

A) Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare 

B) Ministry of Finance 

C) Ministry of Minority Affairs 

D) Ministry of Women and Child Development 

138) Under the new Offshore Areas Mineral Trust 

Rules, 2024, holders of production leases of offshore 

mines are required to contribute to the Trust by paying 

________ of their royalty payments to the government. 

A) 5%  

B) 10% 

C) 15% 

D) 25% 

139) Along with India which of the following country 

has partnered to establish a Center of Water 

Technology (CoWT) at the Indian Institute of 

Technology Madras (IIT Madras) in Chennai? 

A) Taiwan 

B) Russia 

C) Israel  

D) Belarus 

140) Defence Research and Development Organisation 

(DRDO) has carried out successful maiden flight test of 

Long Range Glide Bomb (LRGB) named ______________ 

off the coast of Odisha. 

A) ABHYAS 

B) GAURAV  

C) SMART 

D) Zorawar 

141) Which of the following ministry launched the 

digital geo-spatial platform, Krishi-Decision Support 

System? 

A) Ministry of Agriculture  

B) Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 

C) Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

D) Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 

142) To launch the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) 

which of the following country signed an MoU with 

India? 

A) Azerbaijan 

B) Ivory Coast 

C) Maldives 

D) Paraguay 

143) India's Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) has 

signed an MoU with which of the following country to 

enhance auditing collaboration and exchange expertise 

between the two nations? 

A) Bulgaria  

B) Romania 

C) Saudi Arabia 

D) Uzbekistan 

144) ____________________ was awarded an 

Accreditation Certificate with a "Utkrisht" 3-Star rating 
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for its excellence in MSME development and civil 

services training. 

A) National Institute of Information Technology 

B) National Institute for MSME 

C) Institute of Public Administration  

D) Indian Institute of Mass Communication 

145) Hockey India has retired jersey number 

____________ in senior team to honour star goalkeeper 

P R Sreejesh, who ended his career with the Paris 

Olympics bronze.  

A) No.18 

B) No.16 

C) No.14  

D) No.12 

146) India lost 33.9 million hectares of crops due to 

excess rains and an additional 35 million hectares due 

to drought between 2015 and 2021, as per a report 

released by __________________. 

A) World Economic Forum  

B) United Nations Environment Programme 

C) United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization 

D) World Bank 

147) The India's urban unemployment rate for 

individuals aged 15 years and above in April-June (Q1) 

was _________________ according to a survey by the 

ministry of statistics and programme implementation.   

A) 6.8% 

B) 6.6% 

C) 6.2% 

D) 6.0% 

148) Defence minister Rajnath Singh released 

______________ coin to commemorate the birth 

centenary of former Tamil Nadu chief minister 

Kalaignar M Karunanidhi. 

A) Rs 100 

B) Rs 150  

C) Rs 250 

D) Rs 75 

149) The Reserve Bank of India has approved the 

appointment of _________________ as MD & CEO of 

Tamilnad Mercantile Bank. 

A) Salee Sukumaran Nair 

B) Ratan Kumar Kesh 

C) Krishnan Venkat Subramanian 

D) Kadambelil Paul Thomas 

150) ___________________ has developed a powerful 

new weapon: a domestically engineered 'Kamikaze' 

drone with an impressive range of 1,000 kilometers. 

A) Garuda Aerospace Limited  

B) National Aerospace Laboratories 

C) Kadet Defence Systems Limited 

D) Zen Technologies Limited 

ANSWERS 
 

1) Correct Answer: B 

Nagaland has been adjudged as the best state in 

Horticulture in the prestigious Agriculture Leadership 

Awards 2024. The award was given to the state for its 

outstanding work in introducing innovative programmes 

and policies for horticulture development, which has 

positively touched the lives of large number of farmers 

and the rural people in the State. 

2) Correct Answer:  A  

Defence Research and Development Organisation 

(DRDO) has awarded seven new projects to industries 

under the Technology Development Fund scheme for 

various requirements of the Armed Forces and 

aerospace and defence sectors. Defence Ministry said 

these project sanctions are a testimony to the continuing 

endeavour of DRDO in nurturing Industries, especially 

MSMEs and start-ups, in defence and aerospace 

domains. 

3) Correct Answer: D 

In Shooting, India’s Sabeera Haris has bagged the bronze 

medal in women’s trap event at the International 

Shooting Sport Federation, ISSF Junior World Cup in 

Porpetto, Italy. Sabeera shot 29 out of 40 targets in the 

final. Carey Garrison of the US won the gold. 

4) Correct Answer: B 
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Amid concerns about children becoming addicted to 

energy drinks, the Maharashtra government has decided 

to impose a ban on the sale of energy drinks with high 

caffeine content within a 500-meter radius of schools in 

the State. 

5) Correct Answer: B 

A new high efficacy malaria vaccine co-developed by the 

Serum Institute of India (SII) and the University of Oxford 

was officially rolled out in July 2024 when Cote d'Ivoire 

(Ivory Coast) in West Africa became the first country to 

begin administering R21/Matrix-M. 

6) Correct Answer: C 

The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) - 

Central Road Research Institute (CRRI) at the CSIR - CRRI 

Auditorium in New Delhi, India, celebrated its 73rd 

Foundation Day on July 16, 2024. CSIR-CRRI is a major 

national laboratory that conducts research and 

development initiatives related to road and runway 

design, building, and maintenance. 

7) Correct Answer:  A 

The Reserve Bank of India has authorised banks to utilise 

ratings provided by Brickwork Ratings India Pvt. Ltd. for 

loans up to Rs 250 crore. The central bank reviewed its 

October 2022 circular and decided to allow banks to use 

ratings from credit rating agencies to determine the risk 

weightage of their claims for capital adequacy, under 

specified conditions. 

8) Correct Answer: A 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved a loan 

of USD 240.5 million to finance rooftop solar systems in 

India, aiding the government's efforts to expand energy 

access through renewable energy. This financing will 

support tranches 2 and 3 of the Multitranche Financing 

Facility (MFF) Solar Rooftop Investment Program, initially 

approved by ADB in 2016. 

9) Correct Answer: D 

Mauritius, once among the leading destinations for 

foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) routing funds into India, 

has now slipped to the fifth position, behind Ireland, in 

terms of assets under custody (AUC) as of June 30. At the 

fourth position, Ireland boasted an AUC of Rs 4.41 

trillion. 

10) Correct Answer: B 

India’s stronger-than-expected fiscal position could 

provide a further boost to its growth, the Asian 

Development Bank (ADB) announced while keeping the 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth projection for the 

current financial year (FY25) unchanged at 7 per cent.   

11) Correct Answer: B 

India should aim USD 500 billion in electronics 

manufacturing by 2030, NITI Aayog said in a report. As of 

FY23, India's electronics production stands at USD 101 

billion. This comprises USD 86 billion in finished goods 

production and USD 15 billion in components 

manufacturing. 

12) Correct Answer:  C 

In July 2024, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar 

inaugurated India’s first overseas Jan Aushadi Kendra in 

Mauritius, marking a significant step in strengthening 

ties between the two nations. Mauritius Prime Minister 

Pravind Kumar Jugnauth was also present at the event. 

13) Correct Answer: D 

TechFini, a Mumbai-based fintech startup, has 

completed certification from NPCI to facilitate UPI based 

payment solution to Banks, Financial Institutions and 

Fintech. The Fintech company has also been approved 

for UPI Unified Dispute and Issue Resolution (UDIR).  

14) Correct Answer: C 

Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) has entered into 

a tie-up with IDFC First Bank Ltd under corporate agency 

arrangement. This tie-up will facilitate more than 1 crore 

customers of IDFC First Bank to buy LIC policies online by 

visiting the bank’s website, India’s largest life insurer said 

in a statement. 

15) Correct Answer: B 

The latest round of Federation of Indian Chambers of 

Commerce & Industry’s Economic Outlook Survey pegs 

the annual median GDP growth forecast for the year 

2024-25 at 7.0 per cent. Industry and services sector are 

anticipated to grow by 6.7 per cent and 7.4 per cent 

respectively in the current fiscal year. 

16) Correct Answer: D 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah launched the National 

Narcotics Helpline ‘MANAS’ – 1933. Through the 
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‘MANAS’ (Madak Padarth Nisedh Asuchna Kendra) 

helpline, citizens can share information on drug 

trafficking, and connect with the Narcotics Control 

Bureau anonymously 24 hours a day to get advice on de-

addiction and rehabilitation. 

17) Correct Answer:  B 

The launch of the Bhusanket Web Portal marks a major 

step towards disaster risk reduction. This web portal will 

facilitate the dissemination of relevant data and 

information on landslide hazards, initiating short-range 

and medium-range landslide forecasting in the country. 

18) Correct Answer: A 

The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) announced the 

signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 

the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru, for the 

establishment of the 'BIS Standardization Chair 

Professor' in Bengaluru. 

19) Correct Answer: A 

Arka Fincap, part of the Kirloskar Group, announced a 

partnership with Central Bank of India to offer MSME 

loans. Under the co-lending arrangement, Arka will offer 

loans to MSMEs at competitive rates and further expand 

its reach across India. 

20) Correct Answer: B 

HSBC Holdings Plc has appointed its Chief Financial 

Officer Georges Elhedery as its next CEO. Elhedery, 50, 

who becomes HSBC's third chief executive in less than 

eight years, will replace outgoing head Noel Quinn from 

Sept. 2. While the 160-year-old lender did consider 

external candidates, it has traditionally appointed its CEO 

from within. 

21) Correct Answer: A 

Ivory Coast joined the United Nations Water Convention, 

becoming the 10th African nation to do so. In 2024, at 

least three more African nations, which include Sierra 

Leone, Zambia and Zimbabwe, are in the final stages of 

accession and joining the convention. 

22) Correct Answer:  C 

An MoU was signed between the Airports Authority of 

India (AAI), the Urban Development Department, the 

government of Rajasthan, and the Civil Aviation 

Department, for the development of Kota Greenfield 

Airport in Rajasthan, according to an official press release 

issued by AAI. 

23) Correct Answer: D 

UPL University of Sustainable Technology, an initiative by 

the UPL Group and the Space Application Centre (SAC) of 

the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), have 

signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to 

advance research and innovation in chemical sciences. 

24) Correct Answer: D 

State-owned Indian Renewable Energy Development 

Agency Limited (IREDA) said the company will invest Rs 

290 crore in a 900 MW hydroelectric power project in 

Nepal. The Board of Directors of IREDA gave in-principal 

approval for the equity investment at a meeting, the 

company said in a statement. 

25) Correct Answer: D 

Tata AIA Life Insurance (Tata AIA), one of India's leading 

life insurance companies, has secured 6th position in the 

Global Million Dollar Round Table (MDRT) rankings for 

2024. The Company achieved the largest number of 

MDRT-qualified Life Insurance Advisors in India with 

2584 registered MDRTs. 

26) Correct Answer: A 

Chandrayaan-3, whose success made India world’s first 

country to have landed near lunar South Pole, was 

awarded World Space Award by International 

Astronautical Federation. Besides India, only the US, 

Russia and China have achieved the milestone of soft 

landing on the moon. 

27) Correct Answer:  C  

Krishnan Venkat Subramanian has been appointed as the 

Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer of Federal 

Bank with effect from September 23, 2024. The current 

MD Shyam Srinivasan will step down from the position 

after a 14 year stint at the top. The Reserve Bank of India 

has approved Subramanian’s appointment. 

28) Correct Answer: A 

TerraPay, a global payments infrastructure company 

based in London, has partnered with SWIFT to enable 

financial institutions to transfer money directly to over 

2.1 billion mobile wallets worldwide via SWIFT 

connectivity.  
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29) Correct Answer: C 

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is seeking 

to collaborate with the European Space Agency (ESA) on 

its recently announced Rapid Apophis Mission for Space 

Safety (Ramses), mission to track and study the Apophis 

asteroid that is slated to make a close encounter with the 

Earth in 2029.  

30) Correct Answer: C 

The Union government has granted its approval for the 

Parandur site to develop Chennai’s second airport, it 

informed Parliament. The approval was granted by the 

Steering Committee on Greenfield Airports on July 9 

following an application from the Tamil Nadu Industrial 

Development Corporation Limited (TIDCO) for the 

greenfield airport.  

31) Correct Answer: A 

The Rajasthan government will hold special camps to 

grant Indian citizenship to minority refugees from 

Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh, Health Minister 

Gajendra Singh said. He was replying to supplementary 

questions on behalf of the home minister during 

Question Hour in the Rajasthan Assembly. 

32) Correct Answer:  A 

In July 2024, Brazil's agriculture ministry declared an 

animal health emergency in the country's southernmost 

state of Rio Grande do Sul after a case of Newcastle 

disease was detected on a poultry farm. The last 

confirmed cases of Newcastle disease in Brazil occurred 

in 2006 in subsistence birds in the states of Amazonas, 

Mato Grosso and Rio Grande do Sul.  

33) Correct Answer: D 

The Indian Institute of Spices Research (IISR) has received 

the best technology award for its pioneering work in the 

field of horticultural sciences. Union Agriculture and 

Farmers’ Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan 

presented the award during the 96th Foundation Day 

celebrations of the Indian Council of Agricultural 

Research (ICAR) in New Delhi. 

34) Correct Answer: A 

The Multinational Military Exercise KHAAN QUEST is 

scheduled to be conducted from 27th July to 9th August 

2024 at Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. Last edition of Exercise 

KHAAN QUEST was conducted in Mongolia from 19th 

June to 2nd July 2023. 

35) Correct Answer: D 

Abhinav Bindra, an Olympic gold medallist, has been 

awarded the Olympic Order by the International Olympic 

Committee (IOC) for his outstanding services to the 

Olympic Movement. The award ceremony will be held 

during the 142nd IOC Session in Paris on August 10, a day 

before the closing of the Olympics. 

36) Correct Answer: B 

India skipper Harmanpreet Kaur in July 2024 achieved an 

elusive feat and leapfrogged former Australia skipper 

Meg Lanning to become the second-highest run-getter in 

women's T20Is. In Women's T20Is, Harmanpreet has 

3415 runs after playing 171 matches and 152 innings. 

Meanwhile, Meg Lanning holds third place in the chart 

with 3405 runs in T20Is. 

37) Correct Answer:  D 

The All India Football Federation (AIFF) announced the 

appointment of Spaniard Manolo Marquez as head 

coach of the Indian men's football team. Marquez is 

currently the head coach of Indian Super League (ISL) 

side FC Goa.  

38) Correct Answer: C 

Global star Ram Charan was announced as the Guest of 

Honour at the 15th edition of the Indian Film Festival of 

Melbourne (IFFM). In addition to this, he will also be 

awarded the Ambassador for Indian Art and Culture for 

his stellar contributions to Indian cinema. 

39) Correct Answer: C 

Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has 

committed Rs 8.5 crores to the Indian Olympic 

Association (IOA) to support Indian athletes for the 2024 

Paris Olympics. This substantial financial backing is a 

testament to the BCCI’s dedication to promoting and 

nurturing talent across all sports disciplines, extending its 

support well beyond cricket. 

40) Correct Answer: B 

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman informed that the 

government is increasing the limit for MUDRA loans for 

Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) from Rs 
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10 lakh to Rs 20 lakh for those who have availed the loans 

before and successfully repaid. 

41) Correct Answer: C 

In a significant step towards developing Indigenous 

technology, the Centre for Development of Telematics 

(C-DOT) signed an agreement with the Indian Institute of 

Technology Roorkee (IIT Roorkee) and Indian Institute of 

Technology, Mandi (IIT Mandi), for the development of 

‘Cell-Free’ 6G Access Points.  

42) Correct Answer:  C 

The Henley Passport Index has released its 2024 ranking 

of the most powerful passports in the world, placing 

India at 82nd globally. This ranking allows Indian 

passport holders to travel to 58 countries without the 

need for a visa. Compared to last year, when India was 

ranked 80th, this represents a decline of two positions. 

43) Correct Answer: A 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved a $200 

million loan to expand metro rail corridors and improve 

transport connectivity in Nagpur, India. The Nagpur 

Metro Urban Mobility Project will improve transport 

connectivity within and to Nagpur’s new and growing 

urban areas.  

44) Correct Answer: A 

In a latest collaboration, Tata Advanced Systems Limited 

(TASL) and Airbus Helicopters have formalised a contract 

to establish the H125 Final Assembly Line (FAL) in India. 

The FAL will be the first instance of the private sector 

setting up a helicopter assembly facility here in India, 

which will be responsible for the production of Airbus' 

best-selling H125 helicopter. 

45) Correct Answer: B 

The Defence Research & Development Organisation 

(DRDO) in July 2024 successfully flight-tested the Phase-

II Ballistic Missile Defence (BMD) system demonstrating 

the indigenous capability to defend against ballistic 

missiles of 5,000 km class. 

46) Correct Answer: C 

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) has said that 

France was conditionally chosen to host the 2030 Winter 

Games. They are now tasked to provide important 

financial guarantees in the forthcoming months. The 

French Alps bid has been the preferred choice since June 

2024. 

47) Correct Answer:  A 

Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini 

Vaishnaw in July 2024 inaugurated India’s 500th 

Community Radio Station ‘Apna Radio 90.0 FM’ through 

video conferencing in Aizwal, Mizoram. In his address, 

Mr Vaishnaw said the initiative will bring a substantive 

change in the lives of people in the coverage area of Apna 

Radio station. 

48) Correct Answer: D 

The central government has extended the 'Electric 

Mobility Promotion Scheme 2024' by two months, i.e., 

until September 30, said the Ministry of Heavy Industries. 

A statement by the ministry also added that the total 

outlay of the scheme has been enhanced to Rs 778 crore. 

49) Correct Answer: B 

India’s first Integrated Agri-Export Facility will come up at 

Jawaharlal Nehru Port in Mumbai to bolster the 

country’s agricultural export and import capabilities. 

Ports, Shipping, and Waterways Minister Sarbananda 

Sonowal has approved the project of Development of an 

Export-Import cum Domestic Agricultural Commodity-

Based Processing and Storage Facility on public private 

partnership mode worth over 284 crore rupees. 

50) Correct Answer: C 

India has assumed the Chair of the Asian Disaster 

Preparedness Centre (ADPC). As a representative of the 

Government of India, Rajendra Singh, a member, of the 

National Disaster Management Authority took over the 

Chair of ADPC from China for the year 2024-25 in 

Bangkok, Thailand.   

51) Correct Answer: A 

Jiya Rai, a 16-year-old from Mumbai with Autism 

Spectrum Disorder, has become the world's youngest 

and fastest para swimmer to cross the English Channel, a 

feat which she accomplished on July 28-29. She is the 

daughter of Madan Rai, the MC-at-Arms serving in 

Mumbai. 

52) Correct Answer:  B 

The Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization 

Centre (IN-Space) has granted authorisation to Azista 
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BST Aerospace Private Limited, Hyderabad, for the 

establishment and operation of a ground station in ultra 

high-frequency (UHF, 300MHz to 3GHz) bands. 

53) Correct Answer: D 

India was the second country after the US in initiating 

and imposing anti-dumping duties among World Trade 

Organisation (WTO) members last year, Financial Express 

reported, citing WTO data. Despite increasing the use of 

non-tariff measures in 2023, India’s average tariffs fell to 

17 per cent from 18.1 per cent in 2022. 

54) Correct Answer: C 

Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change Bhupender Yadav launched Ideas4LiFE at IIT 

Delhi to invite ideas and innovations online related to 

products and services, which induce behavioural changes 

related to environment-friendly lifestyles. 

55) Correct Answer: C 

Aditya Birla Group forays into branded jewellery retail 

business with an investment of Rs 5000 crore under a 

new brand name 'Indriya'. The group plans to set up four 

stores in Delhi, Jaipur, and Indore. They also plan to 

expand to 11 cities in the next six months. 

56) Correct Answer: A 

Markets regulator SEBI has launched a chatbot, 'SEVA', 

an Artificial Intelligence (AI) based conversation 

platform, for investors. The Beta version of chatbot SEVA 

(SEBI's Virtual Assistant) includes features like citations 

for generated responses, speech-to-text and text-to-

speech functionality for accessibility, and follow-up 

questions, among others. 

57) Correct Answer:  D 

Chennai based Shriram Capital has received in-principle 

approval for its asset reconstruction company (ARC) 

from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Umesh Revankar, 

Executive Vice Chairman of Shriram Finance said. The 

company had submitted the application to the Reserve 

Bank of India (RBI) in November 2023. 

58) Correct Answer: C 

The Indian cricket team was stunned by Sri Lanka in the 

final of the Women’s Asia Cup T20 2024 as the hosts won 

the match in Dambulla by eight wickets. The Indian 

women’s cricket team won the Asia Cup seven times in 

eight editions previously. 

59) Correct Answer: D 

Karnataka Bank has partnered with ICICI Lombard 

General Insurance Co Ltd to offer enhanced insurance 

solutions and customer benefits to its patrons. A media 

statement said the offerings through this tie-up include 

health insurance, motor insurance, travel insurance, 

home insurance catering to the diverse insurance needs 

of individuals and businesses alike. 

60) Correct Answer: C 

NIIT Institute of Finance, Banking and Insurance (NIIT 

IFBI), a subsidiary of NIIT, announced the launch of the 

ACE Banker Program in collaboration with HDFC Bank. A 

key component of NIIT's Talent Pipeline as a Service 

(TPaaS) initiative, this programme aims to recruit and 

train customer service professionals for HDFC Bank. 

61) Correct Answer: C 

Kunwar Natwar Singh served as India's External Affairs 

Minister during 2004-2005. He was instrumental in the 

negotiations for the India-US civil nuclear deal in 2005. 

Singh was also a member of the Indian Foreign Service 

before joining the Congress Party. 

62) Correct Answer:  B 

T.V. Somanathan, a 1987 batch IAS officer of the Tamil 

Nadu cadre, has been appointed as the Cabinet 

Secretary, the highest bureaucratic position in the Indian 

government. His extensive experience includes serving 

as Joint Secretary and Additional Secretary in the Prime 

Minister's Office, where he was involved in key policy 

decisions. His appointment reflects the government’s 

confidence in his capabilities to steer administrative 

functions at the highest level. 

63) Correct Answer: A 

The 24x7 Water Supply Project in Manimajra, 

Chandigarh, was inaugurated by Union Home Minister 

Amit Shah as part of the Smart City Mission. This project 

includes the installation of a 22-kilometer pipeline and 

advanced water management technology, such as smart 

meters and variable frequency drive pumps, to ensure 

consistent water supply. The initiative aims to 

significantly improve the quality of life for over 1 lakh 
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residents by providing a reliable water source and 

minimizing wastage. 

64) Correct Answer: C 

The proposed amendments to the Waqf Act have been a 

topic of significant discussion, focusing on enhancing the 

transparency and accountability in managing Waqf 

properties. These properties, which are charitable 

endowments for religious or community purposes, play 

a crucial role in social welfare and communal harmony. 

The amendments aim to address issues like 

mismanagement and corruption, ensuring that these 

resources are used effectively for the intended purposes. 

65) Correct Answer: C 

Analysts have pointed out that a more robust national 

nutrition strategy could have been key to improving 

India's performance in international sporting events, 

including the Olympics. Proper nutrition is critical for 

athletes' development, strength, and endurance, which 

directly impacts their performance. The suggestion 

emphasizes the need for an integrated approach that 

includes not just training and infrastructure but also a 

focus on athletes' dietary needs from a young age. 

66) Correct Answer: B 

August 14 is observed annually as Partition Horrors 

Remembrance Day in India to commemorate those who 

died or were displaced due to the nation's partition. 

67) Correct Answer:  B 

T.V. Somanathan, a 1987 batch IAS officer of the Tamil 

Nadu cadre, has been appointed as the Cabinet 

Secretary, the highest bureaucratic position in the Indian 

government. His extensive experience includes serving 

as Joint Secretary and Additional Secretary in the Prime 

Minister's Office, where he was involved in key policy 

decisions. His appointment reflects the government’s 

confidence in his capabilities to steer administrative 

functions at the highest level. 

68) Correct Answer: A 

The 24x7 Water Supply Project in Manimajra, 

Chandigarh, was inaugurated by Union Home Minister 

Amit Shah as part of the Smart City Mission. This project 

includes the installation of a 22-kilometer pipeline and 

advanced water management technology, such as smart 

meters and variable frequency drive pumps, to ensure 

consistent water supply. The initiative aims to 

significantly improve the quality of life for over 1 lakh 

residents by providing a reliable water source and 

minimizing wastage. 

69) Correct Answer: C 

The proposed amendments to the Waqf Act have been a 

topic of significant discussion, focusing on enhancing the 

transparency and accountability in managing Waqf 

properties. These properties, which are charitable 

endowments for religious or community purposes, play 

a crucial role in social welfare and communal harmony. 

The amendments aim to address issues like 

mismanagement and corruption, ensuring that these 

resources are used effectively for the intended purposes. 

70) Correct Answer: C 

Analysts have pointed out that a more robust national 

nutrition strategy could have been key to improving 

India's performance in international sporting events, 

including the Olympics. Proper nutrition is critical for 

athletes' development, strength, and endurance, which 

directly impacts their performance. The suggestion 

emphasizes the need for an integrated approach that 

includes not just training and infrastructure but also a 

focus on athletes' dietary needs from a young age. 

71) Correct Answer: C 

The Ministry of Defence (MoD) and the National Stock 

Exchange of India Limited (NSE) signed a Memorandum 

of Understanding (MoU) to facilitate capital market 

access for micro, small, and medium enterprises 

(MSMEs) for fund raising. 

72) Correct Answer:  B 

Rapido has become the latest homegrown startup to 

achieve unicorn status after the ride-hailing platform 

Rapido raised $120 million (about Rs 1,000 crore) in 

primary capital from existing investor WestBridge Capital 

at a post-money valuation of $1 billion, showed 

regulatory filings. 

73) Correct Answer: D 

Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology (KIIT) has been 

granted the distinguished Special Consultative Status by 

the United Nations Economic and Social Council (UN 
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ECOSOC), recognizing the University’s substantial 

contributions to the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs).  

74) Correct Answer: C 

International Friendship Day originated in the US in 1935. 

The US Congress proposed it to honour friends and their 

role in our lives. In 2011, the United Nations officially 

recognised it and declared July 30 the International Day 

of Friendship. However, in India, Friendship Day is 

observed on the first Sunday of August. This year, it falls 

on August 4. 

75) Correct Answer: A 

Manoj Mittal has taken charge as Chairman and 

Managing Director (CMD) of Small Industries 

Development Bank of India (SIDBI), following his 

appointment by the Government of India. Prior to this, 

he was the managing director (MD) of Industrial Finance 

Corporation of India (IFCI). 

76) Correct Answer: C 

Union Minister for Education Shri Dharmendra Pradhan 

in New Delhi launched the National Apprenticeship and 

Training Scheme 2.0 Portal (NATS 2.0) and disbursed 

₹100 crore stipends to apprentices through the DBT 

mode. These apprentices are undergoing training in 

various sectors such as IT/ITes, manufacturing, 

automobile, etc. 

77) Correct Answer:  D 

President Droupadi Murmu inaugurated a pivotal two-

day Conference of Governors at the Rashtrapati Bhavan 

in New Delhi on 02 August, focusing on issues crucial to 

achieving national objectives. Addressing the 

conference, President Murmu said that the agenda for 

this conference included issues that were crucial in 

achieving the national goals. 

78) Correct Answer: D 

Former Union Health Secretary and 1983-batch IAS 

officer Preeti Sudan has been appointed as the 

Chairperson of the Union Public Service Commission 

(UPSC). President Droupadi Murmu has approved the 

appointment of Ms. Sudan. 

79) Correct Answer: C 

Robert Rae, Canada’s Ambassador and Permanent 

Representative to the UN, has been elected president of 

the UN’s Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) for a 1-

year term. As one of the UN’s 6 main bodies, ECOSOC is 

responsible for coordinating the work of the UN 

international development system.  

80) Correct Answer: B 

The Hemant Soren government in Jharkhand introduced 

the Mukhyamantri Maiyaan Samman Yojana, which 

would provide financially support to eligible women in 

the state. Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren is 

going to launch the initiative on August 16, 2024. 

81) Correct Answer: A 

The 14th India-Vietnam Defence Policy Dialogue took 

place in New Delhi on August 01, 2024. It was co-chaired 

by Defence Secretary Shri Giridhar Aramane and Deputy 

Minister of National Defence of Vietnam Senior 

Lieutenant General Hoang Xuan Chien. 

82) Correct Answer:  C 

Bharatanatyam and Kuchipudi veteran Yamini 

Krishnamurthy died at the Apollo hospital in New Delhi 

on August 3. She was 83. Ms. Krishnamurthy received the 

Padma Shri at the young age of 28 in 1968, Padma 

Bhushan in 2001 and Padma Vibhushan in 2016. She was 

also conferred the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 

1977. 

83) Correct Answer: B 

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini has announced 

the procurement of all crops in the state at minimum 

support price (MSP) and the waiving of Rs 133 crore in 

outstanding canal water irrigation charges, as the BJP 

launched its assembly election campaign in the state. 

After the ruling party suffered a setback in the Lok Sabha 

elections, Saini has announced several sops to reach out 

to various sections ahead of assembly polls due later this 

year. 

84) Correct Answer: D 

RBL Bank has introduced a new RuPay Credit Card, 

integrating both Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and 

National Common Mobility Card (NCMC) features. This 

innovation makes RBL Bank the first private sector bank 
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in India to offer these combined payment capabilities in 

a single card. 

85) Correct Answer: D 

Belgium-headquartered Society for Worldwide 

Interbank Financial Telecommunications (SWIFT) has 

launched an artificial intelligence (AI)-driven pilot in 

partnership with Axis Bank to help combat payments 

fraud occurring in cross-border payments. Along with 

global banks, including BNY Mellon, Deutsche Bank, DNB, 

HSBC, Intesa Sanpaolo and Standard Bank, the duo will 

test the use of secure data collaboration and federated 

learning technologies. 

 

86) Correct Answer: C 

Department of Consumer Affairs, Government of India, 

has included 16 additional commodities under Price 

Monitoring from 1st August, 2024, said Union Minister of 

Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution & New 

and Renewable Energy, Shri Pralhad Venkatesh Joshi, 

while launching the Version 4.0 Price Monitoring System 

(PMS) Mobile App. 

87) Correct Answer:  C 

Jyotiraditya M Scindia, Minister of Communications and 

Development of North Eastern Region, inaugurated the 

Network Operations Centre, along with Dr Pemmasani 

Chandra Sekhar, Minister of State for Communications & 

Rural Development, at the Centre for Development of 

Telematics (C-DOT) Delhi Campus. 

88) Correct Answer: B 

Germany joined the US-led United Nations Command 

(UNC) in South Korea, becoming the 18th member of the 

group dedicated to policing the border with North Korea. 

This move was seen as a significant step by Berlin to 

support global security links. 

89) Correct Answer: D 

Three potential bidders, Fairfax Financial Holdings, 

Emirates NBD, and Kotak Mahindra Bank, have received 

the 'fit & proper' certificate from the Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI) for the acquisition of IDBI Bank. However, 

sources indicate that Kotak Mahindra Bank might not 

pursue the acquisition of IDBI Bank at this time. 

90) Correct Answer: B 

Business Wire India HDFC securities, the leading stock 

broking company, and a wholly owned subsidiary of 

HDFC Bank, announced a strategic tie-up with Vested 

Finance, a popular US-based investment platform for 

democratising global investing for Indians and NRIs. 

91) Correct Answer: C 

India and Vietnam announced a new plan of action to 

boost their comprehensive strategic partnership, while 

concluding an agreement for Indian credit lines worth 

$300 million to strengthen the southeast Asian nation’s 

maritime security. 

92) Correct Answer:  B 

Nagaland became the first Indian state to adopt the 

Disaster Risk Transfer Parametric Insurance Solution 

(DRTPS) after signing an MoU with SBI General Insurance. 

This agreement, effective for three years, aims to protect 

critical infrastructure and reduce economic losses 

resulting from extreme weather events. 

93) Correct Answer: A 

IIT Madras has partnered with IDBI Bank for launching a 

cybersecurity lab ‘IDBI-IITM Secure Systems Lab’ (I2SSL) 

to develop and deploy security solutions in crucial 

sectors such as healthcare, fintech and aerospace, 

among others. 

94) Correct Answer: A 

Director General of Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) Daljit 

Singh Chawdhary has taken over the additional charge of 

Director General, Border Security Force. Mr. Chawdhary 

is a senior IPS officer of Uttar Pradesh cadre. He assumed 

the charge of DG SSB in January this year. 

95) Correct Answer: A 

World champion Noah Lyles roared to victory in 9.79sec 

to claim gold in a dramatic men’s Olympic 100m final in 

Paris. Lyles became the first American, male or female, 

to win the event since Justin Gatlin won in the 2004 

Athens Games. 

96) Correct Answer: A 

Dr Mansukh Mandaviya, Hon’ble Minister of Youth 

Affairs and Sports of the Government of the Republic of 

India discussed the various areas of cooperation in sports 

matters with the Dr. Denzil Douglas Hon’ble Minister of 

Foreign Affairs of the Government of the Federation of 
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Saint Christopher and Nevis. Both the sides signed an 

MoU on cooperation in sports matters. 

97) Correct Answer:  A 

Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change Mr. Bhupender Yadav said that the Central 

Government has declared Adichunchanagiri in Karnataka 

and Choolannuar in Kerala as Peacock Sanctuary. The 

Minister said, several measures are being taken for the 

conservation of the national bird and the ministry has 

also set up breeding and conservation centers for 

peacocks.   

98) Correct Answer: B 

The board of India's largest public sector lender State 

Bank of India, approved a proposal for raising funds of up 

to Rs 25,000 crore via the issue of Tier 1 and Tier 2 bonds. 

The bonds will be Basel-lll compliant and SBI plans to 

raise the amount in INR/USD. 

99) Correct Answer: A 

Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation, Shri 

Amit Shah launched the e-Sakshya, Nyaya Setu, Nyaya 

Shruti and e-Summon apps for the three new criminal 

laws in Chandigarh. The Governor of Punjab and 

Administrator of Chandigarh, Shri Gulab Chand Kataria, 

and the Union Home Secretary were among the 

dignitaries present on the occasion. 

100) Correct Answer: A 

Lt Gen Vikas Lakhera assumed charge as the new director 

general of the Assam Rifles. He succeeds Lt Gen PC Nair 

who retired after four decades of service. Lt Gen Lakhera 

has varied professional experience in serving in the 

northeastern region. He was commissioned into the 4 

Sikh Light Infantry of the Indian Army on Jun 9, 1990. 

101) Correct Answer: C 

The Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana–National Rural 

Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) announced the launch 

of the initiative "Million Designers, Billion Dreams" 

spearheaded by LEAP. This innovative program aims to 

empower individuals across India with systems design 

know-how to tackle complex societal challenges. 

102) Correct Answer:  B 

SBI General Insurance Company Limited has entered into 

a bancassurance agreement with HSBC India. This 

partnership will allow the distribution of non-life 

insurance products, making it a significant milestone to 

widen insurance accessibility across the country and 

helping increase insurance penetration. 

103) Correct Answer: B 

State-owned Coal India Limited (CIL) and GAIL (India) 

Limited (GAIL) have entered into a joint venture 

agreement to establish a Coal to Synthetic Natural Gas 

(SNG) plant in the Raniganj area of Eastern Coalfields 

Limited, West Bengal. The agreement was facilitated by 

the Ministry of Coal in collaboration with the Ministry of 

Power & Natural Gas. 

104) Correct Answer: C 

Nobel laureate Mohammad Yunus was on August 6, 2024 

appointed as the head of Bangladesh's interim 

government by President Mohammed Shahabuddin, a 

day after Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina resigned and fled 

the country following deadly protests against her 

government over a controversial quota system in jobs. 

105) Correct Answer: A 

Chinese-American physicist Tsung-Dao Lee, who in 1957 

became the second-youngest scientist to receive a Nobel 

Prize, died on Sunday (August 4, 2024) at his home in San 

Francisco at age 97, according to a Chinese university and 

a research centre. 

106) Correct Answer: C 

The Indian Army has conducted a strategic military 

exercise, 'Parvat Prahaar', in Ladakh, focusing on high-

altitude warfare and operations. The 'Parvat Prahaar' 

(Mountain Strike) exercise emphasises mountainous and 

rugged terrains, such as those found in regions like 

Eastern Ladakh. 

107) Correct Answer:  B 

DBS Bank India has launched "DBS Golden Circle," a 

priority banking program for senior citizens. Senior 

citizens enrolled in the DBS Golden Circle can earn up to 

7% interest per annum on savings account balances 

above Rs 4 Lakhs and up to Rs 5 Lakhs. 

108) Correct Answer: B 

L&T Finance Ltd. received the certificate of registration 

as a non-banking financial company (investment and 

credit company) from the Reserve Bank of India. The 
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company's consolidated net profit increased 29% year-

on-year to Rs 685 crore for the quarter-ended June. This 

is the highest-ever profit reported by the company. 

109) Correct Answer: D 

According to the Sovereign Wealth Fund Institute (SWFI), 

the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), India’s central banking 

institution, ranks 12th among the world’s central banks 

by total assets. These assets typically include foreign 

exchange reserves, gold reserves, and government 

bonds, among others. 

110) Correct Answer: B 

Pine Labs-owned Setu, an application programming 

interface (API) infrastructure provider, introduced a 

Unified Payments Interface (UPI)-focused payments 

platform named ‘UPI-Setu’ for businesses and 

developers in partnership with Axis Bank.  

111) Correct Answer: A 

The Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre 

(ISLRTC) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

with the Army Welfare Association Society (AWES), in 

New Delhi. This strategic partnership aims to train school 

administrators, students, parents and teachers in 

promoting Indian Sign Language (ISL), with a focus on 

enhancing sign language skills among the faculty of Army 

Public Schools. 

112) Correct Answer:  C 

India's gold industry, with the support of the World Gold 

Council (WGC), has established a self-regulatory 

organisation ‘Indian Association for Gold Excellence and 

Standards (IAGES)’ in a bid to increase consumer 

confidence and restore trust, the WGC said.  

113) Correct Answer: C 

Three months after the position remained vacant, capital 

market regulator SEBI approved Praveena Rai’s 

appointment as the Managing Director and CEO of Multi 

Commodity Exchange of India Ltd (MCX), the country’s 

largest commodity exchange. 

114) Correct Answer:  C 

With its tiger population plunging in recent years, 

Chhattisgarh cleared a long-pending proposal to notify a 

new tiger reserve – the third largest in the country. The 

Guru Ghasidas-Tamor Pingla Tiger Reserve, which 

integrates an existing national park with a wildlife 

sanctuary, is Chhattisgarh’s fourth reserve for the big 

cats. 

115) Correct Answer: B 

Nagasaki Day, observed annually on 09 August, is a 

solemn occasion that marks the devastating atomic 

bombing of Nagasaki, Japan, by the United States during 

World War II in 1945. This tragic event followed the 

bombing of Hiroshima just three days earlier, making it 

the second and final time nuclear weapons have been 

used in warfare to date. 

116) Correct Answer: B 

India’s first round-the-clock grain ATM was inaugurated 

at Mancheswar in Bhubaneswar, Odisha. The ATM, 

named Annapurti Grain ATM, was unveiled by Odisha’s 

minister for Food Supplies and Consumer Welfare, 

Krushna Chandra Patra in the presence of Nozomi 

Hashimoto, deputy country director of the World Food 

Programme in India. 

117) Correct Answer:  B 

Retired Gujarat cadre IAS officer K. Kailashnathan was on 

August 7, 2024 sworn-in as the Lieutenant Governor of 

Puducherry. During his stint in Gujarat, Mr. 

Kailashnathan had held key positions, including 

Additional Chief Secretary. He had worked very closely 

with Prime Minister Narendra Modi when he was the 

Chief Minister of Gujarat. 

118) Correct Answer: A 

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, veteran Left leader and 

former West Bengal Chief Minister, died at his south 

Kolkata residence. He was 80. Mr. Bhattacharjee, also a 

former member of the CPM's top decision-making body, 

served as Bengal Chief Minister from 2000 to 2011, 

succeeding Jyoti Basu in the top post. 

119) Correct Answer: A 

Vistara has been named 'Best Airline in India & South 

Asia’ award for the fourth consecutive year and ‘Best 

Airline Staff Service in India & South Asia’ award for the 

sixth time in a row at the 2024 World Airline Awards by 

Skytrax. 

120) Correct Answer: A 
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Jakson Engineers Limited has signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with the State Bank of India (SBI) 

to promote solar energy adoption across India. This 

collaboration, part of the SURYA SHAKTI SOLAR FINANCE 

initiative, aims to empower a broad range of consumers 

in commercial, industrial, and institutional sectors to 

embrace solar energy solutions. 

121) Correct Answer: B 

The Ministry of External Affairs and ISRO's commercial 

arm NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) signed an agreement 

to grant assistance for the launching of the Nepal-built 

Munal satellite, according to an official statement. Munal 

is an indigenous satellite developed in Nepal under the 

aegis of the Nepal Academy of Science and Technology 

(NAST). 

122) Correct Answer:  B 

The Indian men’s hockey team came from a goal down to 

beat Spain 2-1 and win the bronze medal at the Paris 

2024 Olympics and gave a befitting farewell to veteran 

goalkeeper PR Sreejesh who played his last international 

match. Spain took the lead through captain Marc 

Miralles but India struck right back through a brace by 

skipper Harmanpreet Singh. 

123) Correct Answer: C 

Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change Mr. Bhupender Yadav said that the Central 

Government has declared Adichunchanagiri in Karnataka 

and Choolannuar in Kerala as Peacock Sanctuary. In reply 

to a question regarding the death of peacocks in Delhi, 

he informed Lok Sabha that peacocks died due to heat 

stroke and not by avian influenza.  

124) Correct Answer: C 

The government has issued operational guidelines for 

implementation of 'Model Solar Village' component 

under PM-Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana. A financial 

outlay of Rs 800 crore has been allocated for this 

component, providing Rs 1 crore per selected Model 

Solar Village, the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 

(MNRE) said. 

125) Correct Answer: B  

In a latest move to facilitate higher payments through 

UPI, the RBI proposes to increase the per transaction 

limit under the payment system from Rs 1 lakh to Rs 5 

lakh. According to the RBI, the increased limit will further 

ease tax payments by consumers through UPI. 

126) Correct Answer: B 

Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, MSME 

has signed a Memorandum of Understanding, MoU with 

the Small Business Administration (SBA) of the 

Government of the United States of America to promote 

Cooperation on Small and Medium-size Enterprises 

(SMEs). 

127) Correct Answer:  D 

The 2023 youth unemployment rate at 13 per cent, 

equivalent to 64.9 million people, represents a 15-year 

low and a fall from the pre-pandemic rate of 13.8 per 

cent in 2019. It is expected to fall further to 12.8 per cent 

this year and the next year according to a report released 

by the International Labour Organisation (ILO). 

128) Correct Answer: D 

The United States of America accounts for the highest 

share of Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) investing in 

India during the fiscal year 2023-24, highlights a report 

by the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI). The 

report also added that as of March 31, 2024, the total 

number of registered FPIs in India reached 11,219. 

129) Correct Answer: D 

The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) 

incorporated Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM) as a 

wholly-owned subsidiary, hiving it off into a new entity 

known as NPCI-BHIM Services Ltd (NBSL). Former banker 

Lalitha Nataraj will head the new subsidiary as its chief 

executive officer (CEO). 

130) Correct Answer: B 

‘Partition Horrors Remembrance Day’ is annually 

observed on August 14. This day was announced by the 

Prime Minister in 2021 to remember all those who lost 

their lives due to the partition of the nation and were 

uprooted from their origins. 

131) Correct Answer: A 

Archaeologists at Göbekli Tepe, an ancient site in Turkey, 

have discovered the world’s oldest calendar, dating back 

nearly 13,000 years. Carvings on stone pillars reveal a 

sophisticated solar-lunar calendar, possibly created to 
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track time and celestial events, including a comet strike 

around 10,850 BCE.  

132) Correct Answer:  B 

Madhya Pradesh has become the first state in the 

country to give money to girl students to buy sanitary 

napkins. In some states like Karnataka, Rajasthan and 

Delhi, free sanitary napkins are given to students but 

cash is being given only in Madhya Pradesh. 

133) Correct Answer: C 

Indian Institute of Technology, Madras is the best 

education institution in the country for the sixth time 

since 2019, according to the overall ranking based on 

parameters identified and defined in the National 

Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF). In the 2024 

rankings, released by Union Education Minister 

Dharmendra Pradhan, IIT Madras also retained first 

position in engineering for the ninth year since 2016. 

134) Correct Answer: D 

Shri Kiren Rijiju, Union Minister of Minority Affairs 

launched the Jiyo Parsi scheme Portal recently. The Jiyo 

Parsi scheme is a unique Central Sector Scheme 

implemented by the Ministry of Minority Affairs with the 

objective to reverse the declining trend of Parsi 

population by adopting a scientific protocol and 

structured interventions and to stabilize their 

population. 

135) Correct Answer: C 

The Defence Research and Development Organisation 

(DRDO) on 13 August successfully test-fired the 

indigenously-built Man-Portable Anti-Tank Guided 

Missile (MP-ATGM). The test was conducted at the 

Pokhran Field Firing Range in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan. 

136) Correct Answer: D 

On the eve of Independence Day 2024, India has 

increased its tally of Ramsar sites (Wetlands of 

International Importance) to 85 from existing 82 by 

designating three more wetlands as Ramsar Sites. The 

three new sites included are Nanjarayan Bird Sanctuary 

and Kazhuveli Bird Sanctuary in Tamil Nadu and Tawa 

Reservoir in Madhya Pradesh. 

137) Correct Answer:  C 

Minister of Minority Affairs Kiren Rijiju, along with 

Minister of State for Minority Affairs George Kurian, 

launched Haj Application-2025 and the Jiyo Parsi Scheme 

Portal in New Delhi. Mr Rijiju requested eligible Parsi 

couples to avail themselves of the benefits of the 

scheme. 

138) Correct Answer: B 

The Centre has introduced the Offshore Areas Mineral 

Trust Rules, 2024, establishing the first-ever framework 

to oversee mineral exploration and production in India's 

offshore areas. Under the new rules, holders of 

production leases of offshore mines are required to 

contribute to the Trust by paying 10 per cent of their 

royalty payments to the government. 

139) Correct Answer: C 

India and Israel have joined hands for the establishment 

of a new water technology centre at IIT-Madras, which is 

expected to serve as a "key contributor" to India's efforts 

to achieve sustainable water supply for all. The Embassy 

of Israel in India in its statement termed the deal a 

"significant milestone" in the ongoing collaboration 

between the two countries in the field of integrated 

water resource management. 

140) Correct Answer: B 

The Defence Research and Development Organisation 

(DRDO) has carried out a successful maiden flight test of 

Long Range Glide Bomb (LRGB), GAURAV from the Su-30 

MK-I platform of the Indian Air Force on 13 August. 

Ministry of Defence in a statement said that the test was 

conducted off the coast of Odisha.  

141) Correct Answer: A  

The Union government has launched a unique digital 

geospatial platform called Krishi-Decision Support 

System (Krishi-DSS) that provides seamless access to 

comprehensive all-India data. The platform is developed 

jointly by the Ministry of Agriculture and the Department 

of Space. 

142) Correct Answer:  C 

India and the Maldives has signed an agreement on 

introducing the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) in the 

island nation. The memorandum of understanding 

(MoU) on the digital payment system was signed 
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between the National Payments Corporation of India and 

the Maldives’ economic development and trade 

ministry. 

143) Correct Answer: D 

The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India has 

signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the 

Chamber of Accounts, Republic of Uzbekistan, in 

Tashkent. The agreement, inked by the two Supreme 

Audit Institutions (SAIs), aims to enhance collaboration 

and exchange of expertise in the field of auditing 

between the two nations. 

144) Correct Answer: B 

National Institute for MSME (NI-MSME), an Organisation 

of Ministry of MSME, Government of India, has been 

awarded with Accreditation Certificate. The team from 

Capacity Building Commission (CBC) & ICARE conducted 

On-site assessment and awarded the Certificate of 

Accreditation with the grading of UTKRISHT, a 3 Star 

Rating. 

145) Correct Answer: B 

Hockey India has retired jersey number 16 from the 

national senior men’s team in honour of goalkeeper PR 

Sreejesh. The sports body said that no player from the 

senior team will wear jersey number 16. Sreejesh 

recently announced his retirement from Hockey after a 

successful Paris Olympics. 

146) Correct Answer: A 

India lost 33.9 million hectares of crops due to excess 

rains and an additional 35 million hectares due to 

drought between 2015 and 2021, a World Economic 

Forum (WEF) report “Income Protection and Early 

Warning Systems: How India is Building Climate 

Resilience” has said.    

147) Correct Answer:  B  

The unemployment rate in urban areas for individuals 

aged 15 years and above was 6.6 per cent in April – June 

2024 (Q1 FY25), remaining unchanged from the first 

quarter of FY24. As per the Periodic Labour Force Survey 

by ministry of statistics and programme implementation, 

India's unemployment rate for the quarter ended on 

June 30 declined from Q4 FY24 when the rate stood at 

6.7 per cent.  

148) Correct Answer: A 

Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh released a Rs 100 

commemorative coin to mark the birth centenary of 

former five-time Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu Kalaignar 

M Karunanidhi in Chennai on August 18, 2024. In his 

address, the Raksha Mantri termed him as one of the 

most revered leaders of the country, a titan of Indian 

politics, an able administrator, an advocate for social 

justice, and a cultural stalwart.  

149) Correct Answer: A 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) approved the 

appointment of Salee Sukumaran Nair as the managing 

director and chief executive officer of Tamilnad 

Mercantile Bank (TMB), for a period of three years. His 

last assignment was as deputy managing director and 

chief credit officer of State Bank of India, until May 2024. 

150) Correct Answer: B 

Taking a cue from the ongoing Middle East conflict and 

the Ukraine-Russia war where both sides have been 

using self-destructive drones to attack rival’s assets, 

India’s elite research institute National Aerospace 

Laboratories (NAL) has developed an indigenous 

‘Kamikaze’ drone that is driven by an indigenously built 

engine that gives them a range of 1,000 km 
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Economics 
 

Artificial Insemination in Cattle 

 
Why in the News? 

• The Rashtriya Gokul Mission is being carried out 

by the Department of Animal Husbandry and 

Dairying. 

• The purpose is to improve milk output and 

production, genetically update the bovine 

population, and develop and preserve native 

breeds of cows. 

About Rashtriya Gokul Mission: 

 Details 

About 

• Initiated in December of 2014. 

• declared during the 12th Five 

Year Plan as part of the National 

Program for Bovine Breeding and 

Dairy Development.  

• continued with a budget of Rs. 

2400 crore under the Rashtriya 

Pashudhan Vikas Yojana (2021–

2026). 

Nodal 

Ministry 

Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry, 

and Dairying 

Objectives 

• Use cutting-edge technologies to 

raise sustainable milk output and 

boost bovine productivity.             

• Encourage the use of bulls with 

high genetic value in breeding. 

• Increase the reach of artificial 

insemination by fortifying the 

breeding network and providing 

services directly to farmers. 

• Encourage the scientific and 

comprehensive preservation of 

native cattle and buffalo farming. 

Significance 

• Increased productivity, with an 

emphasis on small and marginal 

farmers, that benefits all Indian 

cattle and buffaloes. 

• empowers women, who do more 

than 70% of the work involved in 

raising livestock. 

Components 

1. Availability of High Genetic Merit 

Germplasm 

2. Extension of Artificial 

Insemination Network 

3. Development and Conservation 

of Indigenous Breeds 

4. Skill Development 

5. Farmers’ Awareness 

6. Research, Development, and 

Innovation in Bovine Breeding 

Implementing 

Agency 

State Implementing Agency (SIA) viz. 

Livestock Development Boards 

Significant 

Initiatives 

• Gopal Ratna Awards: Given to 

farmers who manage their 

indigenous breed herds optimally 

and adhere to optimum 

management methods.           

• The Kamdhenu Award is given to 

the Institutions, Trusts, NGOs, 

Gaushalas, or Breeders' Societies 

that manage the best Indigenous 

herd. 

• Gokul Grams: Integrated cattle 

development facilities that 
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support the scientific rearing and 

conservation of native cattle. 

• The National Kamdhenu 

Breeding Centre (NKBC) is an 

esteemed hub dedicated to the 

comprehensive and scholarly 

advancement and preservation 

of native breeds. 

• E-Pashu Haat: Website that 

facilitates the trading of bovine 

animals and offers information 

about pet cattle. 

• The Nakul Prajnan Bazaar is an 

online marketplace that links 

farmers and breeders in search of 

high-quality, disease-free bovine 

germplasm. 

• Pashu Sanjivni: Program for 

animal wellness that uploads 

data to the National Database 

and provides animal health cards 

and unique identity. 

• Advanced Reproductive 

Technology (ART): This includes 

sex-sorted semen technology 

and Assisted Reproductive 

Techniques such as IVF/Multiple 

Ovulation Embryo Transfer 

(MOET). 

• The National Bovine Genomic 

Center for Indigenous Breeds 

(NBGC-IB) will be set up to use 

highly accurate gene-based 

technology to identify breeding 

bulls with high genetic merit at a 

young age. 

Key Initiatives for Artificial Insemination: 

• Multi-Purpose Artificial Insemination 

Technicians in Rural India (MAITRI) initiative 

offers skilled labor to give farmers access to high-

quality artificial insemination services. 

• National Artificial Insemination initiative: This 

initiative uses semen from high genetic merit 

bulls of native breeds to increase the coverage of 

artificial insemination among cows. 

• Induction of High Genetic Merit Bulls: Through 

pedigree selection and progeny testing, this 

program generates bulls with known genetic 

potential, who are then sent to semen stations 

for the manufacture of high-quality semen 

doses. 

• Strengthening of Semen Stations: Minimum 

standard protocols and the creation of a Central 

Monitoring Unit for the assessment and grading 

of semen stations are two steps taken to 

enhance the quality of semen output. 

• Breed Purity Testing: All imported germplasm is 

subjected to breed purity testing in order to 

safeguard native breeds against careless 

breeding. 

• Rules for the Import and Export of Bovine 

Germplasm: To protect the safety and integrity 

of bovine genetics in the nation, the Department 

has developed rules to control the import of 

germplasm and stop the spread of exotic 

diseases. 

States can directly buy Rice from FCI 

 
Why in the News? 

States can now directly buy rice from the Food 

Corporation of India (FCI) under the Open Market Sale 

Scheme (Domestic) without taking part in e-auctions, 

according to an announcement made by the Union 

Minister of Food and Consumer Affairs. 
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Key Announcements: 

Direct Rice Purchase of Rice by the States: 

• Formerly ₹2,900 per quintal, states can now 

purchase rice directly from FCI for ₹2,800 per 

quintal (excluding shipping costs). 

• This updated price is applicable to rice that is 

purchased in excess of the 5 kg of free grain each 

person is entitled to under the Pradhan Mantri 

Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY). 

Launch of Price Monitoring System (PMS) 4.0: 

• Minister Joshi released the Price Monitoring 

System (PMS) mobile app version 4.0. 

• There are now 38 commodities available on the 

app, compared to the previous 22 commodities 

that it tracked daily. 

• Biji (whole), jowar (whole), ragi (whole), suji 

(wheat), maida (wheat), besan, ghee, butter 

(pasteurized), brinjal, egg, black pepper, 

coriander, cumin seed, red chilies, turmeric 

powder, and banana are the other sixteen food 

items. 

About Open Market Sale Scheme 

 Details 

Purpose 

Enhance the supply of food grains, 

especially wheat, during the lean season 

to moderate open market prices, 

especially in deficit regions. 

Administered 

by 
Food Corporation of India (FCI) 

Method of 

Sale 

Surplus stocks of wheat and rice sold at 

pre-determined prices through e-auction 

on the National Commodity and 

Derivatives Exchange (NCDEX) platform. 

Participants 

Bulk consumers, private traders, State 

Governments, and Union Territory 

Administrations 

Auction 

Frequency 
Weekly 

Reserve Price 
Fixed by the government; bidders cannot 

quote less than the reserve price. 

Schemes 

under OMSS 

1. Sale of wheat to bulk 

consumers/private traders 

through e-auction. 

2. Sale of wheat to bulk 

consumers/private traders 

through e-auction by dedicated 

movement. 

3. Sale of Raw Rice Grade ‘A’ to bulk 

consumers/private traders 

through e-auction. 

Approval of Major Port at Vadhavan, 

Maharashtra 

 
Why in the News? 

The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways has 

approved the project proposal for setting up a Major Port 

at Vadhavan, Palghar District of Maharashtra. 

About Vadhavan Port Project  

• The project entails using a public-private 

partnership (PPP) model to create terminals, 

core infrastructure, and other commercial 

infrastructure. 

• The Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority holds 74% 

of the project's shares, while the Maharashtra 

Maritime Board holds 26%. 

• A total capacity of 298 million metric tonnes per 

year (MMTPA) is the project's goal. 

• Trade routes facilitated: 

o It will make it easier for EXIM trade to 

move through the International North-
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South Transportation Corridor and the 

India-Middle East-Europe Economic 

Corridor. 

o Mainline mega boats that travel 

international maritime routes between 

the Far East, Europe, the Middle East, 

Africa, and America will be able to dock 

at the port. 

Existing Major Ports in India 

• There are twelve major ports in India: Chennai, 

Cochin, Jawaharlal Nehru (Nhava Sheva), 

Deendayal (Kandla), Kolkata, Mormugao, 

Mumbai, New Mangalore, Paradip, V.O. 

Chidambaranar (Tuticorin), Visakhapatnam, and 

Kamarajar Port Limited. 

• For some projects, berths, or terminals, the 

private sector may participate in major ports 

through concession agreements, which are 

granted for a set length of time through open 

competitive bidding on revenue split or royalty 

between the concessionaire and the major port 

authority. 

• The asset is given to the Port Authority upon the 

conclusion of the concession period. 

Significance of Major Ports 

• Large ports are essential for promoting global 

trade and business. 

• They greatly boost the nation's economy by 

acting as entry points for the import and export 

of goods. 

• Customs tariffs, port fees, and other associated 

costs at ports bring in a significant amount of 

money for the government. 

• Ports promote international cooperation and 

partnerships, strengthening ties with other 

nations on a diplomatic and commercial level. 

 

Operational Guidelines for Implementation 

of ‘Model Solar Village’ 

 
Why in the news? 

• The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy has 

issued operational guidelines for the 

Implementation of ‘Model Solar 

Village’ under PM-Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana. 

• The centre recently allocated ₹800 crore for the 

same. 

About PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana 

 Description 

Purpose 

To provide 300 units of free electricity per 

month to beneficiaries through an 

investment of ₹75,000 crores. 

Deadline Extended the deadline from 2022 to 2026. 

Announc

ement 

Initially announced in an Interim Budget 

2024-25 speech by the Finance Minister. 

Target Aimed to light up 1 crore households. 

Impleme

ntation 

Urban Local Bodies and Panchayats are 

incentivised to promote rooftop solar 

systems. 

Financial 

Support 

Average Monthly Electricity 

Consumption (units) 

Suitable Rooftop Solar 

Plant Capacity 

0-150 1-2 kW 

150-300 2-3 kW 

> 300 Above 3 kW 
 

Features of the ‘Model Solar Village’ Initiative: 

 Details 

Comprehensive 

Solarization 

• Solarize all households and 

public areas with home lighting, 
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water systems, pumps, and 

streetlights. 

• Seeks to create one Model 

Solar Village per district. 

Implementing 

Agency 

State Renewable Energy Development 

Agency (SREDA) or another entity 

nominated by the State/UT 

Government will implement the 

scheme. 

24×7 Solar-

Powered 

Village 

Develop villages powered entirely by 

solar energy, promoting self-reliance in 

meeting energy needs. 

Central 

Financial 

Assistance 

(CFA) 

• ₹1 crore grant per village based 

on a Detailed Project Report 

(DPR) by the Implementing 

Agency. 

• The total financial allocation for 

this initiative is ₹800 crore. 

Eligibility 

Criteria 

• Revenue village with 

a population over 5,000 (or 

2,000 in special category 

states). 

• Based on installed renewable 

energy capacity, overseen by 

the District Level Committee 

(DLC) 6 months after the 

declaration. 

Fund 

Disbursement 

40% on the award of works, 40% after 

completion, 20% after 6 months of 

operation. 

National Pest Surveillance System (NPSS) 

 
Why in the News? 

The Centre has launched the AI-based National Pest 

Surveillance System (NPSS) to help farmers connect with 

agriculture scientists and experts for pests’ control. 

What is the National Pest Surveillance System (NPSS)? 

• The government unveiled the NPSS, an AI-based 

platform, on August 15, 2024. 

• It is intended to enable farmers to use their 

phones to communicate with agricultural 

scientists and specialists for efficient pest 

management. 

• Its goal is to lessen farmers' reliance on 

merchants of pesticides. 

• It offers information on a few chosen crops, 

including rice, cotton, maize, mangoes, and 

chilies. 

How will farmers use it? 

• Using the NPSS platform, farmers can capture 

pictures of pests or infested crops, which are 

then examined by scientists and professionals. 

• Then, in an effort to cut down on overuse of 

pesticides, they will recommend the appropriate 

dosage at the appropriate time. 

• Target Population: In India, there are about 14 

crore farmers. 

Significance 

• It will reduce crop damage, improve pest 

management practices, and reduce the risk of 

soil damage by minimizing excessive pesticide 

use. 

Oeko-Tex Certification for Eri Silk 

 
Why in the News? 
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The North Eastern Handicrafts and Handlooms 

Development Corporation (NEHHDC), under the Ministry 

of Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER), has 

achieved the prestigious Oeko-Tex certification for its Eri 

Silk.   

What is Oeko-Tex Certification? 

 Details 

Establishment 

Founded in 1992 by the Oeko-Tex 

Association. 

Comprises 18 independent textile 

research and testing institutes. 

Certification 

System 

Independent testing and certification for 

textile safety and environmental 

standards. 

Key Standards 

– STANDARD 100: Tests textiles for 

harmful substances. 

– MADE IN GREEN: Ensures 

environmentally friendly and socially 

responsible production. 

– LEATHER STANDARD: For leather 

products, free from harmful chemicals. 

– STeP: Certification for sustainable 

textile production facilities. 

– ECO PASSPORT: Certifies safe 

chemicals used in textiles. 

– DETOX TO ZERO: Supports elimination 

of hazardous chemicals in production. 

Testing 

Process 

Products tested for harmful substances 

like heavy metals, formaldehyde, azo 

dyes, etc. 

Global 

Recognition 

Trusted worldwide for ensuring product 

safety, environmental friendliness, and 

social responsibility. 

Benefits 

– Consumers: Assurance of safe, 

chemical-free products. 

– Manufacturers: Access to global 

markets, improved brand reputation. 

– Environment: Promotes sustainable 

and eco-friendly production. 

Usage 
Found on clothing, home textiles, 

bedding, footwear, and more. 

About Eri Silk  

• Eri Silk is the only vegan silk in the world; it is 

cruelty-free because the moth emerges from the 

cocoon naturally. 

• as opposed to traditional silk manufacture, 

which involves boiling cocoons to remove the 

silk filament. 

• Another name for it is Ahimsa Silk. 

• Mostly produced in Assam and other 

northeastern Indian states, it is also found in 

Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, and other 

places. 

• The manufacturing of it is firmly anchored in the 

customs of the tribal groups residing in Assam 

and the nearby hill regions. 

Significant Features of Eri Silk: 

• The production process, called ereiculture, 

entails raising silkworms on castor plants. 

Because the cocoons naturally pierce, the silk is 

spun rather than reeled. 

• Eco-Friendly: Only 20 litters of water are needed 

to turn 1 kilogram of raw Eri fiber into yarn, 

requiring very little in the way of chemicals. 

• Special qualities include being less lustrous than 

other silks, washable, anti-fungal, isothermal 

(controlling temperature), and durable. 

Amendments to the Foreign Exchange 

Management (Non-debt Instruments) 

Rules, 2019 

 
Why in the News? 
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The Finance Ministry has issued a notification amending 

the Foreign Exchange Management (Non-debt 

Instruments) Rules, 2019, to simplify Foreign Direct 

Investment (FDI) rules. 

Key amendments made by the Finance Ministry: 

 Details 

Cross-Border 

Share Swaps 

Simplifies the process for Indian 

companies to engage in cross-border 

share swaps with foreign companies. 

Clarity on 

Downstream 

Investments 

Provides clearer guidelines on the 

treatment of downstream investments 

by OCI-owned entities on a non-

repatriation basis, aligning them with 

NRI-owned entities. 

FDI in White 

Label ATMs 

(WLAs) 

Allows FDI in White Label ATMs to 

increase the geographical spread of 

ATMs, particularly in semi-urban and 

rural areas. 

Standardization 

of ‘Control’ 

Definition 

Standardizes the definition of ‘control’ 

to ensure consistency with other Acts 

and laws. 

Harmonization 

of ‘Startup 

Company’ 

Definition 

Aligns the definition of ‘startup 

company’ with the Government of 

India’s notification G.S.R. 127 (E) dated 

February 19, 2019. 

About The Foreign Exchange Management (Non-debt 

Instruments) Rules, 2019  

• These regulations control foreign investment in 

non-debt securities such as mutual funds, equity 

shares, and real estate (except from agricultural 

land) in India. 

• These regulations were published under the 

Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA, 

1999) and went into effect on October 17, 2019. 

It covers the following key aspects: 

1. FDI Regulation: Outlines policies for FDI (foreign 

direct investment) across a range of industries, 

along with sector-specific limits and 

requirements. 

2. Investment Vehicles: Permits investing through 

organizations such as mutual funds, Real Estate 

Investment Trusts (REITs), and Alternative 

Investment Funds (AIFs). 

3. Repatriation: Offers a structure for overseas 

investors to return cash, profits, and dividends 

home. 

4. Reporting: Requires businesses receiving foreign 

investments to submit thorough reports. 

5. Sectoral Caps and Conditions: Establishes sector-

specific restrictions and conditions for foreign 

investment approval; government clearance is 

required for certain areas. 

6. Prohibited Sectors: Prohibits foreign investment 

in industries like as gambling, lotteries, chit 

funds, and farming. 

7. Share Transfer: Provides instructions on how to 

transfer shares between residents and non-

residents while adhering to legal requirements. 

Imports weaken in Indian pharma 

 
Why in the News? 

• In order to address domestic demands, the 

government has implemented two import-based 

programs, which may impede the expansion of 

domestic industry. 

• Since most new medications are protected by 

patents, Indian businesses are unable to create 

reasonably priced biosimilars or generic 

alternatives. 

Impact of two initiatives on Domestic Industry: 

• Global Tendering for 120 medications: Under 

global tenders for government initiatives, the 

Department of Expenditure (DoE) authorized the 

Ministry of Health to purchase 120 medications, 
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including well-known anti-diabetic and anti-

cancer medications. The monopoly of foreign 

businesses in India may grow as a result of this 

judgment, which designates certain brands for 

more than 40 of these medications. 

• Removal of Customs charge on Cancer 

Medicines: Three AstraZeneca-marketed cancer 

medications were to have the 10-12% customs 

charge removed, according to the Union Budget 

for 2024–2025. Although the goal of this 

legislation is to lower prices, it is unlikely to 

accomplish so and could even make imports 

more necessary, which would further 

disadvantage home producers. 

Status of Indian Pharma 

• 60% of the world's vaccine output is made in 

India, a major producer. 

• 70% of the vaccinations used by the WHO are 

supplied by India. 

• Twenty percent of all generic medicine exports 

worldwide come from India, a significant 

exporter. 

• By 2030, the industry is predicted to reach a 

value of over $130 billion. 

What are Biosimilar guidelines? 

• The Central Drugs Standard Control Organization 

(CDSCO) and the Department of Biotechnology 

(DBT) in India have established biosimilar 

guidelines as regulatory frameworks to control 

the development, approval, and marketing of 

biosimilars. 

• Medical products known as biosimilars are 

biologics that bear a striking resemblance to an 

approved original biologic (referred to as the 

reference product), with no discernible clinical 

changes in terms of potency, purity, or safety. 

Status Biosimilars:  

• Significant Market Size: The biosimilar market in 

India is valued at approximately $2.2 billion, and 

it is projected to reach $40 billion by 2030. This 

growth is driven by the expiration of patents for 

several key biologics, which opens the door for 

biosimilar development. 

• Product Approvals: As of now, over 70 

biosimilars have been approved in 

India, covering a range of therapeutic areas, 

including oncology, diabetes, and autoimmune 

diseases. Notable examples include: 

o Adalimumab (for rheumatoid arthritis) 

o Trastuzumab (for breast cancer) 

o Filgrastim (for neutropenia) 

o Insulin glargine (for diabetes) 

Outdated Biosimilar Guidelines in India: 

• Obsolete and Resource-Intensive: 

o India's biosimilar regulations are 

antiquated and mandate animal studies, 

which are not required in other nations 

with strict regulatory requirements like 

the U.S. and the EU. 

o Clinical trials are also required under the 

guidelines, but they are treated as an 

exception rather than a requirement in 

the WHO and U.K. guidelines. 

• Barrier for Domestic Producers: 

o Indian manufacturers face considerable 

obstacles in their efforts to compete 

with global producers due to mandated 

clinical trials and strict regulations for 

animal studies. 

• Impact on Patient Access: 

o The International Generic and Biosimilar 

Medicines Association states that doing 

rid of these redundant regulations might 

save a lot of time and money, which 

would eventually improve patient access 

to reasonably priced biosimilars. 

Way forward:  

• Update Regulatory Guidelines: In order to lower 

obstacles for local makers, modernize India's 

biosimilar regulations by eliminating pointless 

procedures like required animal research and 

clinical trials and bringing them into compliance 

with international norms. 



TAKSHASHILA SCHOOL OF CIVIL SERVICES, EXCLUVISELY FOR UPSC www.takshashilascs.in 

 

UNIT- 6B & C, UNIQUE AVENUE, 6TH FLOOR, SUPER MARKET, GS ROAD, GUWAHATI-781006 | PHONE: 1800-212-4490/6913203751 

 

123 

• Encourage Local Production: Make use of the 

Patents Act's provisions to encourage the 

production of reasonably priced medications 

domestically, therefore lowering dependency on 

imports and bolstering the regional 

pharmaceutical sector. 

MUDRA 2.0 Loans 

 
Why in the News? 

The Union Budget 2024 has sought to increase the loan 

limit under the MUDRA scheme signifying the potential 

launch of MUDRA 2.0. 

What is MUDRA 1.0? 

 Details 

Launch 

• Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana 

(PMMY) 

• Launched in 2015. 

Purpose 

To extend affordable credit to micro and 

small enterprises, bringing them into the 

formal financial system and funding the 

unfunded. 

Loan 

Providers 

Public Sector Banks (PSU Banks), Regional 

Rural Banks, Cooperative Banks, Private 

Sector Banks, Foreign Banks, Micro Finance 

Institutions (MFI), and Non-Banking Finance 

Companies (NBFC). 

Eligibility 

Indian citizens with a business plan for non-

farm sector income-generating activities in 

manufacturing, processing, trading, or 

services, requiring less than ₹10 lakh. 

Types of 

Loans 

• Shishu: Loans up to ₹50,000. 

• Kishor: Loans above ₹50,000 and up to ₹5 

lakh. 

• Tarun: Loans above ₹5 lakh and up to ₹10 

lakh. 

Subsidy 

• No direct subsidy; 

• Loans linked to Government schemes 

providing capital subsidies are 

eligible under PMMY. 

Achievements of MUDRA 1.0 

• Financial Inclusion: Improved access to formal 

credit by providing 47 crore small entrepreneurs 

with disbursements totaling over Rs 27.75 lakh 

crore. 

• Assistance for Marginalized Groups: women 

received 69% of loans, while SC/ST and OBC 

entrepreneurs received 51% of loans, improving 

social justice and gender equality. 

• Employment Creation: Promoted self-

employment and assisted in the creation of jobs, 

particularly in rural and semi-urban areas. 

• Decrease in Non-Performing Assets: improved 

credit management is demonstrated by the non-

performing assets (NPAs), which dropped from 

3.61% in FY21 to 2.1% in FY24. 

Challenges Faced by MUDRA 1.0 

• Uneven Credit Distribution: In 2021–2022, the 

top 10 districts received Rs 26,000 crore, which 

is about equivalent to the sum obtained by the 

bottom 318 districts. 

• High NPAs in Early Categories: Due to a lack of 

business acumen among early-stage 

entrepreneurs, the Shishu (loans up to Rs 

50,000) and Kishore (loans between Rs 50,001 

and Rs 5 lakh) categories experienced NPAs 

exceeding 4% from FY20 to FY22. 

• Low Financial Literacy: Due to the low financial 

literacy percentage of 27% of the population, 

loan default rates are greater and loan 

management is subpar. 

• Problems with Monitoring and Credit Appraisal: 

As lending increased, it became harder to 
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maintain high-quality procedures for credit 

appraisal and monitoring, which led to some 

financial mismanagement. 

What is MUDRA 2.0? 

• MUDRA 2.0 is the proposed next phase of the 

scheme, aiming to expand and enhance support 

for micro-entrepreneurs, especially in 

underserved regions. 

• Features of MUDRA 2.0: 

o Increased Reach: Open additional 

centers to offer business assistance, 

financial literacy, and mentoring in rural 

and semi-urban areas. 

o Improved Financial Literacy: To assist 

business owners in better managing 

their finances, implement countrywide 

initiatives in the areas of digital literacy, 

savings, budgeting, and credit 

management. 

o Better Credit Support: To lower bank 

risks and promote more lending to small 

businesses, implement the Enhanced 

Credit Guarantee Scheme (ECGS). 

o Improved Monitoring: To ensure 

transparency and lessen misuse, 

establish a strong monitoring structure 

that tracks loan disbursements, usage, 

and repayments in real-time using data 

analytics. 

 Environment & Diversity  
 

Kerala requests Centre to declare Wayanad 

landslide as a – ‘National Disaster’ 

 
Why in the News? 

• The Center has been asked by the Kerala 

government to designate the landslide in the 

Wayanad district's Vythiri taluk as a national 

catastrophe. 

• The validity of designating the landslide as a 

national disaster is being examined by the 

Central government.. 

Wayanad Landslide: Destruction and Casualties 

• At least three villages were destroyed by the 

landslide that was caused by the intense rain. 

• With more than 200 persons still unaccounted 

for, Kerala's official death toll is 221. 

• Rescue personnel are still pulling corpses and 

body parts out of the mud and rubble. 

• About 9,000 victims of the calamity have sought 

safety in Wayanad's government-run rescue 

camps. 

Defining a Disaster: 

• Earthquakes, floods, landslides, cyclones, 

tsunamis, urban floods, and heatwaves are 

examples of natural disasters. 

• Chemical, biological, and nuclear accidents are 

examples of man-made disasters. 

• According to the Disaster Management Act, 

2005, a disaster is defined as: 

o A disaster, mishap, calamity, or serious 

incident that results from either natural 

or man-made causes in any location. 

o It causes significant property damage or 

devastation, significant human 

suffering, or environmental 

degradation. 
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o The extent or kind of the harm must be 

such that the impacted community is 

unable to cope with it. 

Is there any provision to declare a ‘National 

Disaster/Calamity’?  

• The current rules DO NOT include a clause that 

would designate any type of disaster—including 

floods—as a national calamity. 

• There is NO mention of designating a disaster as 

a National Calamity in the rules. 

Attempts to Define National Calamity: 

• National Committee (2001): 

o Chaired by the then Prime Minister, the 

committee was tasked with defining 

parameters for a national calamity. 

o The committee did not suggest any fixed 

criteria for such a declaration. 

• 10th Finance Commission (1995-2000): 

o It proposed that a disaster be termed “a 

national calamity of rarest severity” if it 

affects one-third of a state’s population. 

o It did not define “calamity of rare 

severity” but suggested that each case 

be adjudged individually. 

Response to such calamities in India 

• When a disaster is officially recognized as such, 

national assistance is given. 

• The Center takes into account further support 

from the NDRF. 

• The establishment of the Calamity Relief Fund 

(CRF) results in a 3:1 corpus sharing arrangement 

between the state and the center. 

• Should the CRF's resources prove inadequate, 

the National Calamity Contingency Fund (NCCF), 

which is fully financed by the Center, is a 

potential source of extra support. 

• Repayment of existing loans or granting new 

loans on favorable conditions to impacted 

parties are examples of relief solutions. 

Corbett Tiger Reserve 

 
Why in the News? 

The Jim Corbett National Park and Tiger 

Reserve authorities have recently concluded 

an awareness campaign to celebrate World Elephant Day 

(August 12). 

About Corbett Tiger Reserve 

 Details 

Location 

• Situated in the foothills of the 

Himalayas in Uttarakhand. 

• Spread over Pauri, Nainital, and 

Almora districts. 

Establishment 

• Established in 1936 as Hailey 

National Park (first National Park 

of India). 

• Renamed Corbett National 

Park in 1957 in honor of Jim 

Corbett. 

• Total area now extends to 

1,288.31 sq. km. 

Terrain 

• Several valleys, with 

rivers Ramganga, 

Pallaen, and Sonanadi flowing 

through them. 

Geographical 

Features 

• Spread over 

the Bhabar and lower 

Shivalik regions. 

• Porous tract with boulders and 

sand deposits, deep water table. 

Flora 

• Sal and mixed forests, 

with grasslands called ‘Chaur’. 

• Evergreen Sal, Sheesham, and 

Kanju trees are common. 
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• Lantana weed is a widespread 

irritant in the reserve. 

Fauna 

• Home to tigers and elephants as 

key species. 

• Also hosts leopards, small 

carnivores, ungulates like 

sambar and spotted deer, birds, 

reptiles (gharials, crocodiles), 

and fishes. 

Green Tug Transition Program (GTTP) 

 
Why in the News? 

The Green Tug Transition Program (GTTP) standard 

operating procedures have been introduced by the 

Union Minister of Port Shipping and Waterways. 

What is the Green Tug Transition Program (GTTP)? 

• The GTTP seeks to replace traditional harbor tugs 

powered by petroleum with more 

environmentally friendly, long-lasting 

substitutes.  

• The program is a component of India's larger 

initiatives to encourage environmental 

sustainability in the maritime industry and 

decarbonize maritime activities. 

• The "Panch Karma Sankalp," a strategy 

framework for strengthening India's 

commitment to a greener and more sustainable 

maritime industry, is likewise in line with the 

GTTP. 

Key Features: 

(1) Decarbonization of Maritime Operations 

• Objective: Replace conventional tugs with green 

tugs powered by cleaner fuels like battery-

electric, hybrid, methanol, and green hydrogen. 

• Impact: Significant reduction in greenhouse gas 

emissions in Indian ports. 

(2) Phased Implementation 

• Phase 1 (2024-2027): Four Major Ports 

(Jawaharlal Nehru, Deendayal, Paradip, and V.O. 

Chidambaranar) will each procure or charter two 

green tugs. 

• Technology: Initial tugs will be battery-electric 

with provisions for adopting newer technologies. 

(3) Standardization and Compliance 

• ASTDS-GTTP Standards: By 2040, all tugs in 

Indian Major Ports will comply with green 

standards, ensuring an eco-friendly fleet. 

(4) Alignment with National Visions 

• Maritime India Vision 2030: Supports goals like 

sourcing 60% of port power from renewable 

energy and reducing carbon emissions by 30% 

per ton of cargo by 2030. 

• Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047: Aims to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions from port vessels by 

30% by 2030. 

Banni Grasslands of Kachchh 

 
Why in the News? 

A study conducted by researchers at Kachchh 

University assessed the suitability of different areas in 

Banni for sustainable grassland restoration, with 

ecological value being the primary criterion. 
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Restoration of Banni Grasslands: Highlights of the 

Study 

Recent Study: 

• Objective: A study conducted by researchers at 

KSKV Kachchh University assessed the suitability 

of different areas in Banni for sustainable 

grassland restoration, with ecological value 

being the primary criterion. 

• Need for restoration: Originally covering about 

3,800 sq. km, the Banni grasslands have shrunk 

to about 2,600 sq. km. 

• Categories of Restoration Zones: The 

researchers divided the grassland into five 

categories based on restoration suitability: 

o Highly Suitable: 937 sq. km (36%) 

o Suitable: 728 sq. km (28%) 

o Moderately Suitable: 714 sq. km (27%) 

o Marginally Suitable: 182 sq. km (7%) 

o Not Suitable: 61 sq. km (2%) 

• Restoration Potential: The “highly suitable” and 

“suitable” zones, making up nearly two-thirds of 

the Banni grasslands, can be restored easily by 

providing adequate water sources. 

About Banni Grasslands: 

• Situated in Gujarat's Kutch district, the Banni 

Grassland is a salt-tolerant habitat spanning 

around 3,847 square kilometers. 

• It is reputed to be the biggest grassland in Asia. 

• With extremely hot summers (over 45°C) and 

mild winters (12°C to 25°C), the region 

experiences an arid and semi-arid environment 

with 300–400 mm of annual rainfall, mostly 

during the monsoon. 

• It is home to pastoral communities such as the 

Maldharis, who make their living from the 

grazing of cattle, buffalo, and sheep. 

• Due to the dry climate, agriculture is restricted, 

and some regions are used to produce salt. 

• The vegetation includes salt-tolerant plants, 

shrubs, and trees like Acacia and the invasive 

Prosopis juliflora, along with grasses like 

Dichanthium, Sporobolus, and Cenchrus species. 

• Fauna: flamingos, raptors, reptiles, 

invertebrates, hyenas, Indian wolves, chinkaras, 

and Great Indian Bustards. 

Yaks from China stray into eastern Ladakh 

 
Why in the News? 

Around 40 Chinese yaks ventured into Indian Territory in 

the “Demchok” area of eastern Ladakh and are currently 

under the control of the local villagers. 

Grazing land issue at LAC: 

• Traditionally, nomads from both sides cross the 

LAC to reach grazing pastures. 

• Chinese military have halted Indian nomads as 

they attempted to enter China. 

• The Lungkar Valley in 2022 and the Nilung Valley 

in 2017 were inaccessible to Demchok nomads. 

• The lives of those living along the border have 

been adversely affected by the loss of these 

lands. 

• Since the 2020 standoff, China increased its 

presence on the Indian side of Charding Nala, 

which is close to Demchok. 

About Himalayan Yaks in India: 

 Details 

Species 
Belongs to the Bovini tribe, including 

bison, buffaloes, and cattle. 

Adaptation 

Can tolerate extreme cold, down to -

40°C; adapted for high altitudes with 

long, insulating hair. 

Cultural 

Significance 
Valued by Himalayan peoples; 
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Linked to Tibetan Buddhism legend 

of Rinpoche. 

Raising Method 

Traditionally reared under 

a transhumance system; involves 

significant hardship. 

Habitat 
Endemic to the Tibetan 

Plateau and high-altitude regions. 

Altitude 

Preference 

Thrives above 14,000 feet; typically 

climbs to 20,000 feet and rarely 

descends below 12,000 feet. 

Yak-Rearing 

States in India 

Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, 

Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, 

Jammu & Kashmir. 

Population 

Decline 

2019 census: 58,000 yaks in India, a 25% 

drop from 2012; decline due to low 

remuneration and market. 

Significance 

Provides crucial nutritional and 

livelihood security for pastoral nomads 

in high-altitude regions. 

Threats 

Climate change causing heat stress; 

inbreeding due to closed borders 

limiting genetic diversity. 

Protection 

Status* 

– IUCN Red List: Vulnerable 

– CITES: Appendix I 

– Indian Wildlife Act: Schedule I 

Food Status* 

Approved as a ‘food animal’ by the 

Food Safety and Standard Authority of 

India (FSSAI). 

Why has Malaysia tweaked its ‘Orangutan 

Diplomacy’? 

 

Why in the News? 

Malaysia, after initially introducing its version of soft 

power called “Orangutan Diplomacy” following China’s 

successful “panda diplomacy,” has now reversed its 

decision. 

What is Orangutan Diplomacy? 

• Motivated by China's "panda diplomacy," 

Malaysia aims to employ orangutan 

conservation as a soft power tactic. 

• When it first made plans, it said that it will give 

orangutans (IUCN Status: Critically Endangered) 

to nations that purchase palm oil. 

• Instead of transporting animals overseas, it 

concentrates on symbolic adoptions and 

involves other nations in conservation activities. 

• Reasons behind: 

o Criticism of the Palm Oil Industry: 

Malaysia is under fire for deforestation 

brought on by palm oil plantations, 

which puts orangutans in danger. 

o Enhance Image: It seeks to dispel 

unfavorable ideas, demonstrate a 

dedication to sustainability, and 

establish Malaysia as a pioneer in the 

preservation of wildlife. 

o International Cooperation: Through 

conservation collaborations, it aims to 

fortify relations with significant palm oil 

importers such as China, India, and the 

EU. 

Criticisms: 

• Concerns about habitats: Opponents contend 

that true conservation calls for habitat 

protection rather than merely symbolic 

measures. 

• Likened to Panda Diplomacy: Malaysia's 

endeavor falls short of China's in terms of 

infrastructure and dedication to panda 

conservation. 
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Governance 
 

Sports Authority of India (SAI) and the 

Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)   

 
Why in the News? 

The Health Ministry has requested the Sports Authority 

of India (SAI) and the Board of Control for Cricket in India 

(BCCI) to implement measures to prevent surrogate 

advertisements of tobacco and alcoholrelated 

products by sportspersons. 

About Sports Authority of India (SAI) 

 Details 

Establishment 
Founded in 1984 by the Ministry of Youth 

Affairs and Sports, Government of India 

Headquarters 
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium Complex, New 

Delhi, India 

Objectives 

• Promote sports and physical 

education 

• Develop sports infrastructure 

• Identify and nurture sports talent 

• Conduct coaching and training 

programs 

Key Programs 

• National Sports Talent Contest 

Scheme (NSTC) 

• Special Area Games (SAG) 

• SAI Training Centres (STC) 

• Centres of Excellence (COE) 

• National Sports Academies (NSA) 

Major 

Facilities 

• Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, New 

Delhi 

• Indira Gandhi Stadium Complex, 

New Delhi 

• Major Dhyan Chand National 

Stadium, New Delhi 

• Netaji Subhas National Institute 

of Sports (NSNIS), Patiala 

Notable 

Initiatives 

• Khelo India Program 

• Target Olympic Podium Scheme 

(TOPS) 

• Mission Olympic Cell (MOC) 

About Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) 

 Details 

Establishment Founded in December 1928 

Headquarters 
Cricket Centre, Wankhede Stadium, 

Mumbai, India 

Objectives 

• Promote and develop cricket in 

India 

• Organize domestic and 

international cricket matches 

• Identify and nurture cricket 

talent 

• Maintain cricket infrastructure 

and facilities 

Key 

Responsibilities 

• Selection of national cricket 

teams (men’s, women’s, and 

junior) 

• Organization of domestic 

cricket tournaments 

• Administration of Indian 

Premier League (IPL) 

• Conducting training and 

coaching programs 

Major 

Tournaments 

• Indian Premier League (IPL) 

• Ranji Trophy 

• Vijay Hazare Trophy 

• Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy 

• Duleep Trophy 

• Irani Cup 
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Funding and 

Support 

• Funded through sponsorships, 

broadcasting rights, and match 

revenues 

• Provides financial assistance 

and contracts to cricketers 

Reforms  

Justice Lodha Committee: Result of the 

report submitted by the Justice Mukul 

Mudgal Committee after an 

investigation into the 2013 IPL betting 

scandal. 

Schemes implemented by the Ministry of 

Women and Child Development clubbed 

into 3 Verticals 

 
Why in the News? 

• For better implementation and efficient 

monitoring, all schemes implemented by the 

Ministry of Women and Child Development for 

the betterment of children have been 

consolidated into 3 verticals: 

1. Saksham Anganwadi & Poshan 2.0, 

2. Mission Shakti, and 

3. Mission Vatsalya. 

• These verticals aim to improve nutrition and 

health indicators, ensure safety and 

empowerment of women, and provide 

protection and welfare for children in difficult 

circumstances. 

Scheme Details: 

[1] Saksham Anganwadi & Poshan 2.0 (Mission Poshan 

2.0) 

• The Anganwadi Services Scheme, POSHAN 

Abhiyaan, and Scheme for Adolescent Girls have 

been reorganized into three primary sub-

verticals: 

1. Nutrition Support: For POSHAN and 

Adolescent Girls. 

2. Early Childhood Care and Education: 

Targeting children aged 3-6 years. 

3. Anganwadi Infrastructure: Upgrading 

and modernizing Saksham Anganwadis. 

• Key Features: 

• At address micronutrient needs and manage 

childhood anemia, fortified rice is provided at 

Anganwadi Centers. 

• a focus on using millets for Take Home Ration 

(THR) at Anganwadi facilities and Hot Cooked 

Meals at least once a week. 

[2] Mission Shakti 

• Sambal: Focuses on the safety and security of 

women. 

o Includes schemes like One Stop Centres 

(OSC), Women Helpline (181-

WHL), and Beti Bachao Beti Padhao 

(BBBP). 

• Samarthya: Aims at the empowerment of 

women. 

o Encompasses schemes like Pradhan 

Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana 

(PMMVY), Ujjwala, Swadhar Greh 

(renamed as Shakti Sadan), Working 

Women Hostel (renamed as Sakhi 

Niwas), National Hub for Empowerment 

of Women (NHEW), and National Creche 

Scheme (renamed as Palna). 

[3] Mission Vatsalya 

• Objective: To provide better outreach and 

protection for children in need of care in a 

mission mode. 

• Goals: 

1. Encourage and uphold kids in trying 

situations. 

2. Provide context-based strategies to 

support children from diverse 

backgrounds in their overall 

development. 
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3. Green field initiatives can foster creative 

thinking. 

4. Provide gap money to encourage 

convergence of action if necessary. 

World Audio Visual & Entertainment 

Summit (WAVES) 

 
Why in the News? 

Union Minister of Information and Broadcasting has 

launched 25 challenges as part of the ‘Create in India 

Challenge – Season 1’ for the World Audio Visual & 

Entertainment Summit (WAVES). 

About WAVES 

• The Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, 

Government of India, is hosting this worldwide 

summit. 

• The inaugural event will happen in Goa on 

November 20–24, 2024. 

• In cooperation with the State Government of 

Goa, the summit will be held in Goa. 

• In accordance with an MOU with the Ministry of 

Information & Broadcasting, the Entertainment 

Society of Goa will serve as the Nodal Agency for 

the event. 

• Industry partners including the Confederation of 

Indian Industry (CII) and the Federation of Indian 

Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI) 

support it. 

• Purpose: 

o WAVES wants to play a key role in 

promoting discussion, trade 

cooperation, and innovation in the 

dynamic media and entertainment 

sector. 

o The summit will draw investments, 

establish India as a worldwide leader in 

the entertainment industry, and 

highlight the country as a center for 

innovation and quality in the media and 

entertainment sector. 

Location & Collaboration: 

• The goal of WAVES is to encourage the media 

and entertainment sectors to grow sustainably. 

• It will establish India as a major player in the 

global entertainment scene and help draw 

commerce and investment from around the 

world. 

• Industry leaders, stakeholders, and innovators 

will come together at the summit to discuss 

challenges, look at new opportunities, and help 

shape the sector's future. 

History  
 

85th death anniversary of Shaheed Udham 

Singh 

 

Why in the News? 

• On July 31, 1940, Indian revolutionary leader 

Udham Singh was executed at the Pentonville 

prison in London for killing Michael 

O’Dwyer, the former lieutenant governor of 

Punjab. 

• He avenged the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre by 

assassinating Michael O’Dwyer. 

 

Udham Singh (1899-1940) and his Contributions: 
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 Details 

Birth and 

Early Life 

Singh was born in Sunam in Punjab’s 

Sangrur district in 1899. 

Political 

Activism 

Became associated with the Ghadar 

Party while in the US, which was founded 

by Sohan Singh Bhakna in 1913 and 

headquartered in California. 

Purpose and 

Actions 

In 1934, Singh travelled to London to 

assassinate Michael O’Dwyer, the former 

Lieutenant Governor of Punjab during the 

1919 Jallianwala Bagh massacre. 

Reason for 

Targeting 

O’Dwyer 

O’Dwyer had ordered Brigadier Reginald 

Dyer to Amritsar before the massacre, 

fearing a second Indian mutiny due to 

Hindu-Muslim unity and demonstrations. 

Assassination 

of O’Dwyer 

On March 13, 1940, Singh shot O’Dwyer at 

a meeting in Caxton Hall, London. 

Arrest and 

Execution 

Arrested immediately, held in Brixton 

prison, sentenced to death, and hanged 

on July 31, 1940, at Pentonville Prison. 

Legacy and 

Recognition 

• Regarded as a hero for avenging 

the Jallianwala Bagh massacre. 

• Gandhi termed it an “act of 

insanity”. 

• He symbolized Hindu-Sikh-

Muslim unity by adopting the 

name ‘Ram Mohamed Singh 

Azad’ during his trial. 

Posthumous 

Honors 

• His remains were returned to 

India in 1974 and cremated in his 

village in Sunam. 

• His statue was installed at 

Jallianwala Bagh in 2018; 

• Udham Singh Nagar district in 

Uttarakhand is named after him. 

Classical Language Centres ask for autonomy 

 
Why in the News? 

Classical Language Centres in India are seeking more 

autonomy to improve their effectiveness and address 

operational challenges. 

Classical Language Centres in India 

• India has designated 6 languages as classical: 

Tamil, Sanskrit, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, 

and Odia. 

• Special centres have been established to 

promote these languages. 

• Only the Centre for 

Tamil functions autonomously. 

• The centres for Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, 

and Odia operate under the Central Institute of 

Indian Languages (CIIL) in Mysuru. 

About Classical Languages in India 

Aspect Details 

Recognized 

Classical 

Languages 

Tamil (2004), Sanskrit (2005), Kannada 

(2008), Telugu (2008), Malayalam (2013), 

Odia (2014). 

Additional 

Languages 

for 

Preservation 

Pali, Persian, Prakrit, and Farsi (Persian) as 

per the National Education Policy-2020. 

Criteria for 

Classical 

Language 

Status 

– High Antiquity: Recorded history of 

1500-2000 years. 

– Valuable Heritage: Possesses ancient 

literature and texts. 

– Originality: Unique literary tradition, 

not borrowed from other languages. 
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– Distinctness: Language and literature 

distinct from modern forms. 

Promotion of 

Classical 

Languages 

– International Awards: Two major 

awards for scholars in classical Indian 

languages. 

– Centre of Excellence: For studies in 

classical languages. 

– Professional Chairs: UGC requested to 

create chairs in Central Universities. 

The Eighth 

Schedule 

Lists 22 official languages, governed by 

Articles 344(1) and 351 of the 

Constitution. Includes Assamese, Bengali, 

Bodo, Dogri, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, 

Kashmiri, Konkani, Maithili, Malayalam, 

Manipuri, Marathi, Nepali, Odia, Punjabi, 

Sanskrit, Santali, Sindhi, Tamil, Telugu, 

and Urdu. 

Chronological 

Additions to 

the Eighth 

Schedule 

– 1950: Initially included 14 languages. 

– 1967: Sindhi added (21st Constitutional 

Amendment). 

– 1992: Konkani, Manipuri (Meitei), 

Nepali added (71st Constitutional 

Amendment). 

– 2003: Bodo, Dogri, Maithili, Santali 

added (92nd Constitutional Amendment). 

– 2011: “Oriya” replaced with “Odia” 

(96th Constitutional Amendment). 

International Relations 
 

India, UAE reviewing precious metals trade 

under CEPA 

 
Why in the News? 

India is seeking a review of certain provisions of the free 

trade agreement (FTA) with the UAE, which came into 

force on May 1, 2022. 

India-UAE Trade Relations: An Overview 

• India's third-largest trading partner is the United 

Arab Emirates, with bilateral trade reaching USD 

83.65 billion in 2023–2024. 

• The Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

Agreement (CEPA) that the United Arab 

Emirates and India has in place addresses a 

number of topics, including value addition 

requirements and reduced customs duties. 

Concerns over Precious Metals Imports 

• As a result of the trade agreement, imports of 

precious metals from the UAE have significantly 

increased. 

• Concerns have been expressed by the Global 

Trade Research Initiative (GTRI) on the 

anticipated surge in tariff-free imports of gold, 

silver, platinum, and diamonds in the next years. 

• The GTRI research emphasizes possible revenue 

losses as well as a change in bank-to-private 

trader import transactions that benefits Dubai-

based businesses. 

• Additionally, it asserts that a large number of 

imports are not eligible for concessions since 

they do not comply with the Rules of Origin. 

Review of IT Hardware Import Regime 

• Speaking to a question concerning the review of 

the new authorization regime for keeping an eye 

on imports of specific IT hardware devices, 

Barthwal said the government will decide when 

it was right. 
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• Previously, the government had changed the 

rules governing the import of laptops and PCs, 

permitting importers to bring in shipments 

under a "authorization" mechanism through 

September. 

2+2 Ministerial Dialogue 

 
Why in the News? 

Japanese foreign and defence ministers were in India to 

participate in the India-Japan 2+2 ministerial meeting. 

About 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue 

• Since 2018, India and the US have established an 

annual diplomatic summit known as the 2+2 

Ministerial Dialogue. 

• Later, Australia, Russia, Japan, and the United 

Kingdom joined. 

• The goal of this discussion, which is being held 

with the participation of the foreign and defense 

ministers of the participating nations, is to 

improve bilateral ties and discuss shared issues. 

• In 2017, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 

President Donald Trump reached an agreement 

that replaced the Strategic and Commercial 

Dialogue. 

• On September 6, 2018, India and the US 

conducted their first summit in New Delhi, 

where they discussed defense alliances and 

strategic collaboration. 

Key Milestones: 

 
What are the key priorities of the Indo-Japan 2+2 

Dialogue? 

• Update Security Cooperation: Making necessary 

strategic revisions to the 2008 security accord. 

• Encourage a Free Indo-Pacific: Working together 

to guarantee an open, stable, and free Indo-

Pacific area. 

• Hold Strategic Conversations: arranging strategic 

talks to strengthen bilateral relations between 

the ministers of defense and foreign policy. 

• Examine regional security by talking about 

important topics such as Gaza conflict, Russia-

Ukraine war, and China's aggression. 

• Organize Quad Activities: Investigating 

collaboration inside the Quad structure, 

including a possible summit. 

PM Modi presents BHISHM Cube to Ukraine 

 
Why in the News? 
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Prime Minister Modi has presented the BHISHM Cube, a 

state-of-the-art mobile hospital designed for rapid 

deployment in disaster zones to Ukraine. 

What is the BHISHM Cube? 

• A cutting-edge mobile hospital unit intended for 

quick deployment in emergency scenarios and 

disaster areas is the BHISHM Cube. 

• It is being developed as part of the "Project 

BHISHM" (Bharat Health Initiative for Sahyog, 

Hita, and Maitri), which demonstrates India's 

dedication to offering prompt medical aid in 

times of need. 

• Up to 200 casualties can be treated by the unit 

at once. 

• Key Features: 

o It is made up of 72 readily transportable 

components that weigh 720 kg and may 

be carried by hand, bicycle, or drone. 

o One important characteristic in an 

emergency situation where every 

second counts is that the unit can be 

completely operational within 12 

minutes of deployment. 

o It has an operating room, X-ray 

machines, ventilators, and a variety of 

injury treatment services. 

o It uses artificial intelligence (AI) and data 

analytics to track and coordinate 

medical services in real-time. 

o Additionally, it makes use of RFID-tagged 

equipment to track and manage medical 

supplies effectively. 

o Because of its strength and waterproof 

design, the unit can resist a range of 

weather conditions and be used in a 

variety of environments. 

Significance of the move 

• India shows its support for international 

humanitarian initiatives by giving the BHISHM 

Cube to nations in need, including Ukraine. 

• The effort is in line with larger Indian programs 

like "Aarogya Maitri," which support poor 

nations hit by crises or natural disasters. 

• The BHISHM Cube's deployment improves 

disaster preparedness by guaranteeing the 

availability of vital medical services when and 

where they are most needed. 

• Gift-giving is a tactic of soft diplomacy that 

improves India's ties with other countries while 

also promoting world health and safety. 

Polity 
 

National Human Rights Commission 

(NHRC) 

 
Why in the News? 

The NHRC India has taken suo motu cognizance of the 

two alleged incidents of food poisoning related deaths 

in an orphanage in Andhra Pradesh. 

About National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) 

 Details 

Establishment 

As a Statutory Body and established 

under the Protection of Human Rights 

Act, 1993. 

Functions 

• Inquire into any violation of 

human rights 

• Recommend immediate interim 

relief to victims or their families 
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• Intervene in court proceedings 

involving human rights violations 

• Review constitutional and legal 

safeguards for human rights 

• Study international instruments 

on human rights 

• Support the efforts of NGOs 

working in the field of human 

rights 

Powers 

• Regulate its own procedure 

• Possess all the powers of a civil 

court 

• Proceedings have a judicial 

character 

• May take any of the following 

steps upon the completion of an 

inquiry: 

o To urge that the victim 

receive damages or 

compensation from the 

relevant government or 

authority. 

o To suggest to the 

relevant 

government/authority 

that the culpable public 

servant be prosecuted or 

subject to any other 

action. 

o To urge the relevant 

government or authority 

to provide the sufferer 

with urgent temporary 

aid. 

o Must ask the relevant HC 

or SC for the required 

directives, writs, or 

orders. 

Chairperson 

• Must be a former Justice of the 

Supreme Court or CJI(appointed 

by the President of India) 

Members 

Four full-time members; 

• Chairperson: former Supreme 

Court Justice or Chief Justice; 

• Other Member: former Judge of 

the Supreme Court; 

• Other Member: former Chief 

Justice of a High Court; 

• Three Members: with knowledge 

or experience in human rights, 

including at least one woman – 

o Seven ex-officio 

members:  Chairpersons 

of National Commissions 

viz., National 

Commission for 

Scheduled Castes, 

National Commission for 

Scheduled Tribes, 

National Commission for 

Women , National 

Commission for 

Minorities, National 

Commission for 

Backward Classes, 

National Commission for 

Protection of Child 

Rights; and the Chief 

Commissioner for 

Persons with Disabilities. 

Appointment 

• Appointed by 

the President based on 

a committee 

recommendation including 

the Prime Minister, Speaker of 

Lok Sabha, Home Minister, 

Leaders of the Opposition in Lok 

Sabha and Rajya Sabha, and 

others 

• Consultation with the Chief 

Justice of India for judicial 

appointments 
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Removal 

• By order of the President of India 

• Consultation with the Supreme 

Court before removal 

Terms of 

Office 

• Hold office for a term of three 

years or until the age of 70 

• Ineligibility for further 

government employment after 

office 

• Eligible for reappointment 

Salaries 
• Determined by the Central 

government 

Reporting 

• Sends yearly or special reports to 

the relevant State and federal 

governments 

• Reports presented to the 

relevant legislatures, including 

with a note of action regarding 

the recommendations and the 

justifications for rejecting any of 

them 

Limitations 

• After a year has passed after the 

purported date of the act 

constituting the violation of 

human rights, the commission is 

not authorized to investigate any 

case. 

• Functions are advisory in nature; 

they lack the authority to 

penalize or provide remedies to 

those who violate them. 

• limited involvement in violations 

by the armed forces 

Science, Technology, Art & Culture 
 

‘Zombies’ in our Genes helped us evolve     

 
Why in the News? 

Research suggests that around 8% of the human genome 

is composed of Endogenous Retroviruses (ERVs) often 

referred to as ‘zombie’ regions. 

Retroviruses and Human Genome Integration 

• Retroviruses are an exception to the rule that 

most viruses cannot alter the human DNA. 

• The genomes of their hosts can be integrated 

and changed by retroviruses. 

• Their genome is made of RNA, which they can 

reverse-transcribe into DNA and then insert into 

the host's genome. 

• The reverse transcriptase enzyme aids in this 

process. 

• This enzyme, which was identified in 1971 by 

David Baltimore and Howard Temin, changes 

the RNA of the virus into a similar DNA 

sequence. 

• Historical Discoveries: 

o Cancer was known to have viral etiology 

long before the process was fully 

understood. 

o Vilhelm Ellermann and Oluf Bang 

identified the virus that causes chicken 

leukosis in 1908. 

o Ludwik Gross discovered a virus that 

causes leukemia in mice in 1957. 

What are Endogenous Retroviruses (ERVs)? 

• ERVs are the remains of long-gone viral 

infections that have assimilated into the host 

species' DNA. 
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• These retroviruses can permanently alter the 

host's DNA by passing on their genetic material 

to subsequent generations of infected germ cells 

(either sperm or egg cells). 

• Zombie Regions: 

o They speak about dormant viral 

sequences in the genome that continue 

to exist as implanted genetic fossils but 

are unable to form viable viruses. 

o These areas remain in the host's DNA as 

a result of integration of a retrovirus that 

is no longer able to reproduce or make 

proteins. 

Evolutionary Significance of ERVs: 

• Integrase facilitates the integration of reverse-

transcribed DNA into the host's DNA throughout 

the life cycle of a retrovirus. 

• A provirus is a type of virus that infects humans 

and transforms them into factories that produce 

other viruses. 

• Numerous retroviruses have left genomic 

fragments in the human genome throughout 

tens of thousands of years, influencing 

evolutionary processes. 

• Example: 

o  Genes known as syncytins, which are 

essential for placental development, are 

assumed to have originated from ERVs. 

During the evolution of mammals, these 

genes were first acquired from viruses. 

Their Contribution to Human Biology 

• Because of their high expression in the placenta, 

ERVs may have an impact on illnesses like 

preeclampsia. 

• It has been discovered by researchers that a 

specific RNA produced from an ERV is 

dysregulated in early-onset preeclampsia, 

indicating that it may be utilized as a biomarker 

for the illness. 

• ERVs are involved in the differentiation of cell 

types in developing embryos. 

• An ERV is the source of a protein known as 

MERVL-gag. The production of pluripotent stem 

cells with the ability to differentiate into many 

cell types depends on this transition. 

• Additionally, it was discovered that the human 

ERV element LTR10 influences the development 

of tumors in colorectal cancer. 

What is Axiom-4 Mission? 
Why in the News? 

ISRO has announced the names of Indian astronauts for 

the upcoming Axiom-4 (Ax-4) manned mission to 

the International Space Station (ISS). 

Indian Crew in Ax-4: 

The National Mission Assignment Board has 

recommended two Gaganyatris (astronauts) as prime 

and backup Mission Pilot for this mission: 

• Prime Mission Pilot: Group Captain Shubhanshu 

Shukla 

• Backup Mission Pilot: Group Captain Prasanth 

Balakrishnan Nair 

 
Note: Shukla will be the second Indian to go to space. So 

far, Wing Commander (Retired) Rakesh Sharma is the 

only Indian to go to space in 1984. 

Objectives: 

The recommended Gaganyatris will commence their 

training for the mission from the 1st week of August 

2024. During the mission, the Gaganyatri will: 

• Undertake selected scientific research. 

• Conduct technology demonstration 

experiments on board the ISS. 

• Engage in space outreach activities. 

About Axiom-4 Mission   
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• Axiom Space is the organizer of the private 

spaceflight known as Axiom Mission 4 (Ax-4). 

• Its goal is to deliver a crew for a 14-day mission 

to the International Space Station (ISS). 

• After Ax-1, Ax-2, and Ax-3, this will be Axiom 

Space's fourth voyage to the International Space 

Station. 

• Using a Falcon 9 rocket from SpaceX, the mission 

will take out from Florida's Kennedy Space 

Center. 

• This mission's spaceship, a SpaceX Crew Dragon, 

is renowned for its cutting-edge technology and 

security measures. 

• The fact that this mission is being conducted in 

cooperation with NASA shows how well private 

space firms and governmental space 

organizations work together to advance space 

exploration and study. 

Crew: 

• Peggy Whitson is a seasoned astronaut with a 

wealth of knowledge, having served on several 

ISS missions. 

• Sławosz Uznanski: A Polish astronaut who joined 

the mission, signifying a noteworthy 

advancement in Poland's space exploration 

capabilities. 

• Tibor Kapu is a Hungarian astronaut who 

broadens the crew's ethnic background. 

• As a member of this multinational team, Indian 

astronaut Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla is 

generating headlines. 

WHO declares Mpox as Public Health 

Emergency of International Concern 

 

Why in the news? 

The World Health Organization (WHO) has declared 

mpox as a “public health emergency of international 

concern” (PHEIC). 

What is a PHEIC? 

• According to the International Health 

Regulations (IHR), 2005, a PHEIC is an official 

declaration made by the WHO. 

• It alludes to a "extraordinary event" that could 

necessitate a coordinated worldwide reaction 

and pose a risk to public health due to the 

international spread of illness. 

• Criteria for PHEIC: 

o Serious and unusual event: Poses a 

significant public health risk. 

o Cross-border implications: Affects more 

than one country. 

o International response needed: 

Requires immediate global 

coordination. 

• Purpose: Mobilizes resources, raises awareness, 

and coordinates efforts to manage and contain 

the threat. 

What is Mpox? 

• The orthopoxvirus, which is connected to the 

smallpox virus, causes mpox. 

• It was first shown to be endemic in central and 

western Africa in 1970. 

• Transmission: By intimate touch, respiratory 

droplets, contaminated items, or animal-to-

human contact (zoonotic), an infection can 

spread between humans. 

• Fever, rash, and swollen lymph nodes are the 

symptoms; these could be fatal or cause serious 

complications. 

• Vaccination: To manage epidemics, the World 

Health Organization (WHO) advises vaccines, 

which are widely used in Nigeria and the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). 

Recent Developments:  
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• The number of mpox cases has increased 

recently, and new strains like clade 1b have 

emerged and spread to nations other than their 

usual endemic locations. 

• Because of its potential to have a large-scale 

effect, mpox was declared a Public Health 

Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC). 

Indian Astronomers discover new method 

for Solar Cycle Amplitude Prediction 

 
Why in the News? 

• A novel technique for forecasting the amplitude 

of the next solar cycle has been devised by 

astronomers at the Indian Institute of 

Astrophysics (IIA). 

• Based on a century's worth of solar data from the 

IIA's Kodaikanal Solar Observatory, this discovery 

was made. 

What is Space Weather? 

• The term "space weather" describes the 

changing conditions brought about by the Sun 

and solar wind inside the solar system and its 

heliosphere. 

• Solar flares, coronal mass ejections, and solar 

wind are the principal causes of space weather. 

• These elements have the ability to compress the 

magnetosphere of Earth, resulting in 

geomagnetic storms. 

• This might endanger astronauts, interfere with 

power transfer and communication, harm 

spaceship equipment, and cause other 

problems. 

Solar Cycle and Its Importance 

• Variations in the quantity of sunspots on the 

Sun's surface indicate a roughly 11-year cyclical 

cycle in the Sun's activity. 

• Climate changes, Earth's atmosphere, and space 

weather are all influenced by this solar cycle. 

• Since the solar cycle's amplitude directly 

influences related phenomena including space 

weather, predicting its amplitude is a significant 

difficulty in astrophysics. 

Research Findings 

• Researchers from the IIA found a correlation 

between the number of sunspots detected 

during the next solar cycle maximum and the 

breadth of supergranular cells on the solar 

surface during the solar cycle's minimum year. 

• Space weather forecasting can benefit from this 

straightforward technique for predicting the 

strength of the next solar cycle. 

What are Supergranular Cells? 

• Large convective cells on the surface of the Sun 

with diameters of roughly 30,000 km are known 

as supergranular cells. 

• These cells are located in the solar convection 

zone, which is a continuous cycle in which hot 

plasma rises, cools as it approaches the surface, 

and then descends again. 

• Characteristics: 

o Compared to granules, another kind of 

convective cell on the Sun, 

supergranular cells are bigger. 

Supergranular lanes, which form its 

borders, have a thickness of roughly 

5,000 km. 

o These cells' plasma travels from the 

center to the periphery before sinking 

back into the Sun's interior. On the solar 

surface, this movement produces a 

network of lanes that are visible. 



TAKSHASHILA SCHOOL OF CIVIL SERVICES, EXCLUVISELY FOR UPSC www.takshashilascs.in 

 

UNIT- 6B & C, UNIQUE AVENUE, 6TH FLOOR, SUPER MARKET, GS ROAD, GUWAHATI-781006 | PHONE: 1800-212-4490/6913203751 

 

141 

o Supergranular cells are linked to areas of 

the Sun's surface where there are 

concentrated magnetic fields, 

frequently in the form of sunspots and 

other magnetic characteristics. 

Jupiter Icy Moons Explorer (JUICE) Mission 

 
Why in the News? 

European scientists are preparing to execute a first-of-

its-kind ‘Double Slingshot’ orbital maneuver to guide 

the JUICE probe towards Jupiter using a double slingshot 

technique. 

About JUICE Mission: 

 Details 

Launch 

• By European Space Agency (ESA) 

on April 14, 2023, Ariane 5 rocket 

• To study Jupiter’s Moons 

Aim 

Investigating the potential for life on 

Jupiter’s moons and understanding the 

Jovian system 

Mission 

Duration 

• Approximately 12 years 

• Expected arrival at Jupiter in July 

2031 

Primary 

Objectives 

• Investigate Ganymede's magnetic 

field, subsurface, surface, and 

maybe subterranean seas to 

determine whether it is habitable. 

• Europa exploration: Look into the 

ocean that might exist beneath the 

ice, both below and above it; 

examine interactions with 

Jupiter's magnetosphere to 

determine whether or not life 

could exist there. 

• Callisto Exploration: Learn about 

its surface, geological diversity, 

and potential ocean beneath it; 

also, be aware of its tectonic 

activity and impact history. 

• Exploration of the Jupiter System: 

Examine Jupiter's atmosphere, 

magnetosphere, and interactions 

with its moons; learn about the 

magnetosphere's dynamics and 

effects on the environment. 

Key 

Instruments 

• JANUS: Jovis, Amorum ac Natorum 

Undique Scrutator (Optical 

Camera) 

• RIME: Radar for Icy Moons 

Exploration 

• J-MAG: JUICE Magnetometer 

• MAJIS: Moons and Jupiter Imaging 

Spectrometer 

Significance 

• First interplanetary spacecraft to 

the outer Solar System planets not 

launched by the United States 

• First mission set to orbit a moon 

other than Earth’s Moon 

What is the Double Slingshot Maneuver? 

• The JUICE probe will first align itself on the 

proper course toward Earth using the gravity of 

the moon. 

• It will then use Earth's gravity to slow down and 

veer in the direction of Venus and finally Jupiter. 

Significance of the Gravity Assist 

• This method, which has been employed for 

decades in space research, involves changing a 

spacecraft's direction or speed by harnessing the 

gravity of a planet or moon. 
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• It is special because it uses Earth's gravity as well 

as the moon's gravity in tandem, something that 

has never been done before. 

WHO investigating new Polio strain in 

Meghalaya 

 
Why in the News? 

The World Health Organization (WHO) is investigating a 

suspected new strain of polio in a two-year-old child 

from Tikrikilla, Meghalaya. 

What is Vaccine-Derived Polio? 

• An immunological response is triggered in the 

body by a weakened strain of the poliovirus 

included in the Oral Polio Vaccine (OPV). 

• Following vaccination, the vaccine virus is 

expelled and is free to roam the surroundings. 

• Rarely, the expelled virus may eventually revert 

to a form that might paralyze people if the 

population is underimmunized. 

• The term "circulating vaccine-derived 

poliovirus" (cVDPV) refers to this altered virus. 

About Polio: 

 Details 

Nature of 

Disease 

Crippling and potentially deadly viral 

infectious disease affecting the nervous 

system. 

Types of 

Poliovirus 

– WPV1 (Wild Poliovirus type 1) 

– WPV2 (Wild Poliovirus type 2, 

eradicated globally) 

– WPV3 (Wild Poliovirus type 3, 

eradicated globally) 

Current 

Status 

WPV1 remains in circulation 

in Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

Transmission 
Primarily through the faecal-oral route or 

contaminated water/food. 

Affected 

Population 

Largely affects children under 5 years of 

age. 

Impact 

Virus multiplies in the intestine, may 

invade the nervous system, causing 

paralysis. 

Prevention 

– No Cure: Preventable through 

immunization. 

– Vaccines: 

– OPV: Oral Polio Vaccine given at birth, 

with doses at 6, 10, 14 weeks, and a 

booster at 16-24 months. 

– IPV: Injectable Polio Vaccine given with 

the 3rd dose of DPT under UIP. 

India’s Status 

• Pulse Polio 

Immunization Initiative (1995) 

• Declared polio-free by WHO in 

2014, with the last wild poliovirus 

case reported in 2011. 

A look at ongoing Indian Space Missions 

 
Why in the News? 
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Since Chandrayaan 3’s successful moon landing on 

August 23, 2023 and its declaration of National Space 

Day, ISRO has remained highly active with several key 

missions, despite a quieter phase at Sriharikota. 

Key Missions and Milestones: 

 Details Date 

Chandrayaa

n 3 

• Successful Moon 

landing by Vikram 

lander. 

• August 23 declared as 

India’s National Space 

Day. 

August 23, 

2023 

Aditya L1 

• Solar science mission to 

study the Sun. 

• Reached Earth-Sun L1 

point on January 6, 

2024. 

• Studied solar storm in 

May 2024. 

Launched: 

September 

2, 2023 

L1 Orbit: 

January 6, 

2024 

Gaganyaan 

TV-D1 

• First abort mission for 

Gaganyaan program. 

• Tested Crew Escape 

System (CES); crew 

module recovered by 

INS Shakthi. 

October 

21, 2023 

XPoSat 

• X-ray Polarimeter 

Satellite to study 

radiation polarization. 

• Second such space 

observatory after 

NASA’s IPEX. 

Launched: 

January 1, 

2024 

INSAT-3DS 

• Meteorological satellite 

launched to support 

GSLV credibility 

for NISAR mission. 

• Enhances weather 

forecasting capabilities. 

Launched: 

February 

17, 2024 

RLV-TD 

(Pushpak) 

• Reusable Launch 

Vehicle tests (LEX-02 

and LEX-03) conducted. 

LEX-02: 

March 22, 

2024 

LEX-03: 

• Simulated landing 

conditions for future 

Orbital Return Flight. 

June 7, 

2024 

SSLV 

• Final development 

flight of Small Satellite 

Launch Vehicle (SSLV). 

• Successfully placed 

EOS-08 and SR-0 

Demosat in orbit. 

August 16, 

2024 

ISRO 

Roadmaps 

• 25-year roadmap until 

2047. 

• Plans for crewed lunar 

missions, sample-

return missions, and 

the Bharatiya Antariksh 

Station (BAS) by 2035. 

Announce

d: 

December 

2023 

Next-

Generation 

Launch 

Vehicle 

(NGLV) 

• New 3-stage launch 

vehicle under 

development to replace 

GSLV. 

• Powered by semi-

cryogenic, liquid, and 

cryogenic engines. 

• Project report 

submitted to Union 

Cabinet. 

Project 

report 

submitted: 

February 

2024 

NSIL 

Missions 

• Agreement with 

SpaceX for GSAT-

20/GSAT-N2 launch. 

• SSLV launch service 

agreement with an 

Australian company. 

2024 

Private 

Space 

Missions 

• Agnikul 

Cosmos launched SoRT

eD-01, first semi-

cryogenic 

engine vehicle from 

Indian soil. 

• Skyroot and Dhruva 

Space progressing with 

tests and launches. 

2024 
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IN-SPACe 

Initiatives 

• Released ‘Norms, 

Guidelines, and 

Procedures for 

Authorisation of Space 

Activities’. 

• Granted first satellite 

broadband license to 

Eutelsat 

• OneWeb and first 

ground station service 

license to Dhruva 

Space. 

• 100 % Direct FDI policy. 

2024 

Polaris Dawn Mission: A Private Space 

Endeavor 

 
Why in the News? 

With a goal of reaching the highest altitude for a human 

space mission to date—roughly 700 kilometers above 

Earth—Polaris Dawn is scheduled to be the first 

privately-funded mission to do a spacewalk. 

What is Polaris Dawn Mission? 

• Billionaire businessman Jared Isaacman is 

leading the privately funded Polaris Dawn space 

mission with SpaceX. 

• It is anticipated to be the first spacewalk 

conducted by a non-government mission. 

• This 700 km height will be higher than the 

previous record, which was set in 1966 by NASA's 

Gemini 11 mission. 

• New SpaceX spacesuits intended to shield 

humans from the extreme radiation levels seen 

in the Van Allen Belts will be tested during this 

voyage. 

What are the Van Allen Belts? 

• The Two zones of charged particles retained in 

the magnetosphere encircle Earth and are 

known as the Van Allen Belts. 

• This belt was first identified in 1958 by James 

Van Allen, an American physicist. 

• Inner Belt: High-energy protons make up the 

majority of this belt, which is situated between 

680 and 3,000 kilometers above Earth's surface. 

Cosmic rays interact with Earth's atmosphere to 

form it. 

• The outer belt, which is situated between 

15,000 and 20,000 kilometers above Earth's 

surface, is primarily made up of high-energy 

electrons that have been drawn from the solar 

wind. 

Why are the Van Allen Belts dangerous for Humans? 

• The high radiation levels in the Van Allen Belts 

can seriously endanger astronauts' health, 

making them hazardous to humans. 

• The charged particles in the belts have the 

potential to harm human tissue, raise the risk of 

cancer, and induce radiation sickness. 
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Security Issues 
 

INS SHALKI   

 
Why in the News? 

• INS Shalki, a submarine of the Indian Navy, has 

made landfall at Colombo Port on its two-day 

visit to Sri Lanka. 

• China's ongoing efforts to increase its military 

and geopolitical sway over the island nation are 

a backdrop to this visit. 

About INS SHALKI   

• The Indian Navy received INS Shalki, a diesel-

electric submarine of the Shishumar class, on 

February 7, 1992. 

• With the internal designation "Type 1500," the 

German yard Howaldtswerke-Deutsche Werft 

produced the Indian version of the Type 209 

submarines, known as the Shishumar class. 

• The first submarine ever constructed in India is 

this one. 

• It was built with permission from Mumbai's 

Mazgaon Dock Limited. 

Significance of Sri Lanka Visit 

• India dispatches submarines to a select group of 

nations with which it has close defense and 

strategic relations. 

• Following the visits of INS Vagir and INS Karanj in 

June 2023 and February 2024, respectively, this 

is the third submarine to call on Sri Lanka. 

• Because of worries about China's intentions to 

strengthen its military presence in the Indian 

Ocean, India has been strengthening its defense 

and strategic ties with Sri Lanka. 

• Countering Chinese presence: 

o A diplomatic spat between India and Sri 

Lanka was sparked by the Chinese 

missile and satellite tracking ship "Yuan 

Wang" landing at Hambantota port in 

August 2022. 

o In August of last year, a second Chinese 

warship anchored near the port of 

Columbo. 

Long Range Glide Bomb (LRGB) ‘GAURAV’ 

 
Why in the News? 

• The long-range glide bomb (LRGB) "Gaurav" has 

successfully completed its first flight test, 

according to the Defence Research and 

Development Organization (DRDO). 

• The test was conducted from an IAF Su-30 MK-I 

fighter plane. 

About LRGB GAURAV 

• The DRDO produced the 1,000 kilogram class 

long-range glide bomb known as LRGB Gaurav. 

• It is launched from an Indian Air Force Su-30 MK-

I fighter plane. 
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• The Research Centre Imarat (RCI), located in 

Hyderabad, is responsible for the bomb's design 

and development. 

• In the Gaurav project, Adani Defence and Bharat 

Forge took part as Development and Production 

Partners. 

• Key Features 

o For extremely precise aiming, it makes 

use of a hybrid navigation system that 

blends data from the Global Positioning 

System (GPS) and the Inertial Navigation 

System (INS). 

o Long-range target engagement is 

possible for the glide bomb, though the 

precise range is not made public. 

o Gaurav improves India's ability to launch 

precise strikes with less risk to aircraft, 

enabling a major impact on a variety of 

target types. 
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